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Field Dossier: Time, Not Theocracy
January 29, 2026 — Uriel Zehavi

Calendars as Power Structures

Time organization reflects cultural priorities. The seven-day week with a manda-
tory day of rest originates from biblical tradition. Western nations adopted
this pattern without becoming theocracies. Sunday closures in Christian democ-
racies parallel Israel’s Saturday observances. The parallel is structural, not
accidental.

Jewish Time in Diaspora

For nearly two millennia, Jews operated on calendars imposed by host soci-
eties. Living as minorities under Christian and Islamic rule meant navigating
conflicting time systems. The privatization of Jewish time was an artifact
of Jewish powerlessness. Mandatory Sunday closures in medieval Europe
and the Russian Empire economically disadvantaged Jews who also observed
Saturday Shabbat — paying the price of two days of rest under systems that
recognized only one.

Zionist Restoration

Early Zionist leaders — secular socialists and religious Zionists alike — agreed
thata Jewish state required establishing public Jewish time. David Ben-Gurion’s
1947 letter to religious parties confirmed that “the legal day of rest in the
Jewish state will be Shabbat,” securing consensus across ideological divides
that disagreed sharply about the content of observance while agreeing on the
structure.

Modern Enforcement

Israel does not mandate religious practice. Citizens face no penalties for pri-
vate Shabbat violations — eating, working, or entertainment at home draws
no state intervention. The state’s interest is in the pause itself, not how one
spends it. Public restrictions focus on commerce and transportation, not
personal conduct.

Secular Participation

Most Israeli Jews identify as secular or traditionally observant rather than re-
ligiously strict. Substantial majorities light Shabbat candles and keep kosher
homes. These practices persist as cultural identity rather than religious obli-
gation. The observance rate reflects a society that has chosen its calendar,
not one that has been coerced into it.
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Holiday Calendar

Israeli public holidays include ancient religious festivals — Pesach, Yom Kip-
pur — and modern national commemorations — Yom HaZikaron, Yom HaAtz-
maut. Religious content appears minimally in state ceremonies, which em-
phasize historical memory and national solidarity rather than theological
instruction.

Diaspora Misperceptions

Western Jewish commentators often characterize Israel’s Jewish public cal-
endar as incipient theocracy, projecting their minority experience of Chris-
tian dominance. This misreads Israeli reality, where secular governance co-
exists with cultural Judaism. The anxiety is historically legible — diaspora
Jewslearned to fear majority-culture calendar enforcement — but it describes
a diaspora condition, not an Israeli one. Applying it to Israel inverts the sit-
uation: Israel is not the majority imposing its calendar on a Jewish minority.
Israel is the Jewish majority finally running its own calendar after two thou-
sand years of running on everyone else’s.

[Note: body_markdown reconstructed from WebFetch summarized output — verba-
tim text not fully recoverable from fetch. Two quoted phrases confirmed verbatim
from fetch: “privatization of Jewish time was an artifact of Jewish powerlessness™
and “The state’s interest is in the pause itself, not how one spends it.” Remain-
ing paragraphs are close paraphrase of fetched summary. Operator should verify
against published text before corpus write.]
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ABOUT MITZPE INSTITUTE

Mitzpe Institute is an intelligence and strategy organization focused on Israeli secu-
rity, diaspora threat assessment, and the strategic challenges confronting the Jew-
ish people and the West. We produce daily intelligence, forensic analyses, strategic
assessments, and tactical briefings read by policymakers, military leaders, and insti-
tutional decision-makers across more than 90 countries and all 50 US states — from
the Knesset and the US Congress to allied governments, major policy institutions,
and Jewish organizational leadership worldwide.

PASSED ALONG TO YOU?

The daily Israel Brief is free at mitzpe.org. The operational layer — Closed Dossiers,
Vantage, and Watchwords — is members-only. Become a member, gift a member-
ship, or book a briefing at mitzpe.org.
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