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E ıGHTEEN hours at Lake Lucerne settled which side the memorandum
was written for. Iran banks the oil license, the frozen billions, and a

seat at the Lebanon table before a single inspector walks a damaged site, and
the only enforcement clause left standing is a strike‑restart threat the regime
spent the same afternoon daring Washington to use. We have watched the
decision to fire slide off Jerusalem’s desk all spring. This week it lands on
a room Jerusalem is not allowed to enter, with the IDF’s southern‑Lebanon
orders cut to firing on an immediate threat and phoning the chief of staff for
anything past it.
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Flash Brief

• Geneva: Tehran banks an oil
waiver, the frozen billions, and a
Hormuz toll before inspectors
return. See Israel and the World.

• Lebanon orders: The IDF is cut to
immediate‑threat fire only, with
anything past it needing the chief
of staff. See The War Today.

• Deconfliction cell: A
Washington‑Tehran channel seats
Hezbollah’s patron to call the
freezes; Israel and UNIFIL are out.
See The War Today.

• Gaza enforcement: A strike kills an
October 7 Nukhba operative who
doubled as an Al Jazeera
photographer. See The War Today.

• Eilat warning: Shin Bet’s Zini
names the gulf city the likeliest site
of the next October 7. See The War
Today.

• Gulf revolt: Rubio flies to allies who
reject the framework and reallocate
toward the war’s apparent victor.
See Israel and the World.

• Election freeze: The state agrees
not to arrest draft evaders on voting
day as the haredi boycott enters
week two. See Inside Israel.

• Montreal: A gunman kills three in a
Jewish district; an Israeli citizen is
among the dead, motive still open.
See Israel and the World.

• New York:Mayor recasts AIPAC as
the “monster” and a Brooklyn cafe
turns away a Jewish congressman.
See Israel and the World.

• Journalist count: CPJ quietly cuts
seventeen names after Hamas
starts publishing its own
military‑wing dead. See Israel and
the World.

B ELOW: the order that contradicts Netanyahu’s “no restrictions” promise
word for word, the seat Iran just claimed on Israel’s northern border,

andwhy the Shin Bet chief is looking south while everyone else watches Iran.

Free readers get the wire. Paid readers get the read.

Every economic item Washington front‑loaded reaches Tehran now. Every
constraint on Iran waits on an inspection regime the regime has already re‑
fused. That logic runs straight through the north, where the order narrowing
the IDF to immediate‑threat fire arrived asNetanyahu,Katz, andZamir swore
the army has full freedom of action. The gap between the promise and the
order is the whole story, and Hezbollah is mapping the commanders’ tents
while it widens.

The War Today
GENEVA HANDS IRAN THE OIL, THE STRAIT, AND A LEBANON SEAT
Eighteen hours of talks at Lake Lucerne closed with Tehran’s negotiators pro‑
jecting confidence and Washington claiming a foundation. The Treasury is‑
sued a sixty‑day general license authorizing the legal sale of Iranian crude
through August 21, the first sanctioned path for Iranian oil since 1979, and
the regime expects billions in revenue against a planned $500 million test
purchase from funds parked in Qatar. Vance announced Iran had agreed to
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readmit IAEA inspectors. Within a day Baghaei said Tehran would allow no
inspectors at the sites the war damaged, denied the American‑crops claim
Trumphad floated, and named the Lebanon ceasefire as a clause of themem‑
orandum. Ghalibaf, the parliament speaker now leading the next round, said
Iranwill administer the Strait of Hormuz and it will not return to pre‑war sta‑
tus.More than 400 shipswait off the strait, the US routing themup theOmani
coast under air cover while Iran threatens penalties on the same vessels, and
Tehran heads to Oman to negotiate the toll the reopening was sold to remove.
Trump’s enforcement line is that he will “do what I have to do” if Iran walks.
Hegseth is on Capitol Hill asking a skeptical Congress for roughly $80 billion
to fund the war the memorandum was meant to end.

ASSESSMENT
The strike‑restart threat is the only enforcement clause left, which is why the regime can
deny the inspection commitment regardless of Vance’s announcement and still pay no
price. Iran says it will toll the strait it just agreed to open, and the 400 hulls riding at
anchor are reading the page more honestly than the principal who signed it.

WASHINGTON NARROWS THE IDF’S LEBANON ORDERS TO THE CHIEFOF
STAFF
IDF commanders in southern Lebanon have been cut to firing only on an
immediate threat, and anything beyond it now needs the chief of staff’s di‑
rect approval, with any demolition inside the security zone barred without
senior sign‑off. Netanyahu, Katz, and Zamir issued a joint statement insisting
the army has “no restrictions” and “full freedom of action.” Hmm. Qatar
and Pakistan unveiled a Lebanon deconfliction cell built into the US‑Iran
track: a direct Washington‑Tehran channel with Lebanon at the table. And
Israel, France, andUNIFIL excluded. Vance asked Israel to answerHezbollah
attacks “in the context of a conversation” and backed Iran’s role in ending
the war. Division 146 found Hezbollah running night observation and radio
collection to fix the locations of IDF senior command, the surveillance grid
going back up as the orders narrow. The army neared the end of its clear‑
ing mission and is set to recommend the cabinet push the line deeper into
Lebanon even asWashington negotiates a pullback. The standby squads mo‑
bilized at thewar’s start are released next week. The fifth round of Jerusalem‑
Beirut talks opens in Washington today.

ASSESSMENT
Absorb the next round and phone the chief of staff before shooting back. That’s notmuch
of a deterrence posture anymore. A standing body seatingHezbollah’s ownpatron to call
the freezes on the the IDF is bad news all around. Katz can promise no restrictions all
he likes, and as we’ve tracked the promise and the order have not matched for a month
now. The men on the line know which one they answer to, and Hezbollah is mapping
their commanders’ tents in the meantime.

ISRAEL FIGHTS THE WAR IT OWNS WHERE THE MEMORANDUM CANNOT
REACH
The IDF and Shin Bet kept enforcing the disarmament the truce never de‑
livered. A precise strike in northern Gaza eliminated Sabai Abu Hasna, the
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Nukhba operativewho infiltrated onOctober 7, heldOmer ShemTovhostage,
and recently planted charges against troops. The same strike killed Ahmed
Washah, aHamas sniperwhodoubledas anAl Jazeeraphotojournalist. South‑
ern Command under Maj. Gen. Yaniv Asor now holds roughly 70 percent of
Gaza and is running three tracks at once— the YellowLine, expanded control
and defensive works, and the proposed Rafah “green city.” Officers along the
line say the open‑fire procedure has quietly softened from shooting adults
who cross to a suspect‑arrest drill ending at most in shots to the legs. The
IDF calls it a clarification. The officers call it the top of a slope and warn of
“October 7 on steroids.” In Judea and Samaria, troops have seized more than
240 firearms hidden in civilian areas since January and killed two terrorists
hurling Molotov cocktails at Karmei Tzur in Gush Etzion. And Shin Bet chief
David Zini has told his senior staff he treats Eilat as the likeliest site of the
next October 7, a Houthi strike on the isolated city wedged between the Jor‑
danian and Egyptian borders and the sea, more than a thousand miles from
the Yemeni launch sites. A security‑forces drill in the gulf airspace is set for
tomorrow.

ASSESSMENT
Every name the targeting cell reaches in Gaza answers the same question eighteen
months on — the men who carried out October 7 and the men rebuilding to do it
again are the same roster, and the strike on a Hamas sniper drawing an Al Jazeera
paycheck is the press‑credential laundering operation made literal. Again. Zini, for all
themedia ismocking him, is just looking at the seam thewar left openwhile every senior
decision‑maker was distracted with more urgent fires elsewhere [the alternative being a
commission of inquiry in 2028 asking why no one looked south].

Inside Israel
THE STATE AGREES NOT TO ARREST DRAFT EVADERS ON ELECTION DAY
Justice Noam Sohlberg, in his capacity as chair of the Central Elections Com‑
mittee, reached an understanding with Attorney General Baharav‑Miara and
PoliceCommissionerLevi that noenforcement operations against draftevaders
will run on election day, after the committee’s director general acknowledged
that haredi evaders fear leaving home to vote lest they be arrested on the
way to the ballot box. The understanding lands as the haredi boycott of coali‑
tion legislation enters its second week, with nearly every bill pulled from
the Knesset plenum, Deri and the United Torah Judaism parties withholding
their votes until the arrest‑freeze measure and Basic Law: Torah Study ad‑
vance, and the dissolution timetable now pointing at October 20. The street
has not waited for the legislation. Rioters in Beit Shemesh pelted police with
rocks and torched a police cruiser, and the State Attorney indicted Yosef
Friedman, 46, for setting three fires beside the Beit Shemesh station during
an earlier riot over a yeshiva student’s arrest. Soldiers and haredi protesters
clashedoutsideMilitary Prison 10under banners reading “Release Sohlberg’s
hostages.” InArad, afterGurHasidim staged a procession for a congregant ar‑
rested on suspicion of abusing his children, formermayor Nissan BenHamo
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called for an “urban intifada” against the city’s haredi residents, and Gold‑
knopf asked the commissioner to open a criminal investigation into him.

ASSESSMENT
Strip the procedural language and the arrangement is an enforcement holiday
negotiated between the three offices that spent the spring insisting enforcement was a
matter of law and not politics — the body that was supposed to audit burden‑not‑shared
brokering the exemption it claims it cannot legislate [the rule of law taking a day off so
the men who broke it can vote for the men who let them]. Goldknopf asking the police to
investigate a call to violence is the leader of the community that beat secular residents
in Arad and shut down central Israel discovering the value of the rule of law the week
his parties need it.

NETANYAHUREACHES TOHANDPICK THE LIKUDSLATEAS THE TERMRUNS
OUT
Netanyahu is moving to hold Likud primaries on condition that he receive
eight to ten reserved slots for handpicked candidates, his preferred route
after resistance inside the party to his broader plan to replace the primary
with a selection committee — every arrangement still requiring approval by
the Likud central committee in a secret ballot. MK David Bitan, who with
Haim Katz has led the resistance, called the reserved‑slots demand “a polit‑
ical exercise.” The slate fight runs alongside the legal‑guild docket the coali‑
tion wants settled before the Knesset dissolves: an expanded panel of Amit,
Sohlberg, Barak‑Erez, Kanfi‑Steinitz and Ronen now sits on the petitions to
annul Rabilio’s election as State Comptroller, the full bench has signaled it
may strike the Judicial Selection Committee law that takes effect only in the
next Knesset, and Netanyahu used a session of his own trial to tell the judges
the prosecution had “set a trap” in Case 2000.

ASSESSMENT
A prime minister seeking ten reserved slots and the power to seat his own list without a
primary is consolidating the one institution an election cannot take from him before an
election he may not win — the party, locked down from the inside while the coalition’s
hold on everything outside the party comes apart. The committee weighing whether to
strike a Basic Law it concedes does not bind the current Knesset, and the office that timed
its Comptroller petition to land days before dissolution, are the legal guild reaching for
the seats the ballot box is about to reshuffle, betting thatwhoever holds the Comptroller’s
pen and staffs the next bench outlasts whoever wins in October.

Israel and the World
RUBIO FLIES TO THE GULF TO SELL A DEAL ITS ALLIES REJECT
Rubio lands in the United Arab Emirates today and goes on to Kuwait and
Bahrain to talk the Gulf Cooperation Council into the US‑Iran framework,
the one the GCC capitals fear hands Tehran the region. The objections are
specific: no ceiling on Iran’s ballistic missiles, a proposed $300 billion re‑
construction fund, and clauses that widen Iranian reach over the oil lanes
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through Hormuz. All six monarchies gave Washington some logistical back‑
ing during the four‑month war and all six took Iranian fire for it. And several
are privately telling US officials they are surprised an interim deal opens
a door to US normalization with the Shi’ite power they treat as their main
adversary.

ASSESSMENT
Washington is sending its top diplomat to reassure the allies it did not consult before
signing. States do not pay protection to a loser, and capitals that watched Iran
emergewar‑strengthened are reallocating towardTehran, not toward theAccords frozen
at current membership. Rubio can sell the missiles and the reconstruction fund as
concessions worth swallowing, but the base‑hosting line at the end is the one the GCC
controls and Washington does not.

PARIS OPENS A HAMAS CHANNEL AS ITS PROSECUTORS OPEN A FILE ON
ISRAEL
Senior Hamas officials met a French delegation in secret, reportedly the first
such contact since October 7, and the meeting is said to have turned on a
Hamas return to “1967 borders.” The contact surfaces weeks after France’s
national anti‑terror prosecutor opened a preliminary investigation against
Israel, and it sits alongside Paris’s recognition push and its entry bans on
Smotrich and Ben‑Gvir.

ASSESSMENT
A government that lists Hamas as a terror organization sat down with Hamas and
pointed its prosecutors at the state Hamas attacked — the order tells you which actor
Paris treats as the problem. Crediting a Hamas “1967 borders” line as a diplomatic
position is yet another laundering move. The PNAT file and the back‑channel are one
instrument worked from two ends, and neither was drafted in response to anything
Israel did this month.

THE JOURNALIST COUNT QUIETLY LOSES MORE NAMES
The Committee to Protect Journalists has cut its Gaza tally from 276 to 259, re‑
moving at least eight Palestinians after concluding they had “participated in
combat.” The corrections sit in a “clarifications” subpagewith no public state‑
ment attached. The names are coming off because Hamas and Islamic Jihad
have started naming their own war dead, publishing seven or eight military‑
wing obituaries a day and claiming as “military media” operatives the men
the databases had filed as press. Ahmed Abu Eisha, a unit commander in
PIJ’s Central Information Unit, still carries a CPJ profile praising his PhD in
Arabic. Mohammed AbuHuwaidi, a UNESCO‑condemned “journalist,” turns
out to have served PIJ’s military media unit, and UNESCO’s condemnation is
still on its website. A Meir Amit Center study of 266 killed “media workers”
put roughly 60 percent inside the terror groups or clearly affiliatedwith them.
The same week, Sergio DellaPergola of Hebrew University andMark Zlochin
published a correction to the Lancet’s Gaza mortality survey, arguing sam‑
pling flaws inflated its death toll. Rival trackers — StopMurdering Journalists
at 366, the International Federation of Journalists — keep the operatives on
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their lists. One states outright that “if a Palestinian journalist organization
claims them, they are journalists.”

ASSESSMENT
CPJ revises in a footnote nobody is meant to read while the original number keeps
traveling under its own power, the count that drew the UNESCO statement, the
wire condemnation, the “Israel kills journalists” headline. These databases exist to
manufacture a figure that outruns its own retraction, and on that measure the figure
has already done its work [the press vest as load‑out, then as alibi, then as a number
in a foreign ministry brief]. Hamas naming its own dead is the rare case where the
adversary audits the source data for us, and the trackers that built two years of coverage
on uncredited Telegram self‑reporting are now discovering the provenance was always
the weak point. DellaPergola’s Lancet correction lands on the same machine the same
week — Western institutions scrubbing a hostile‑sourced count clean and forwarding it
as established fact.

ISRAEL REACHES FOR A NARRATIVE COMMAND WHILE OWNING NO TER
RAIN
At the JNS International Policy Summit in Jerusalem, Special Envoy Fleur
Hassan‑Nahoum proposed a “unified narrative command” modeled on the
IDF — a single nerve center to coordinate Israel’s information war. Tzipi Ho‑
tovely, on the same stage, told the room to drop victimhood messaging en‑
tirely: Israel is “fighting theworld’s fight,” a battle of “goodvs. evil,” and should
say so. The summit’s plenary ran under the banner “Israel: A Global Super‑
power,”withHerzog, Ohana, UNWatch’sHillel Neuer and othersworking the
Durban legacy, AI bot networks, and the hasbara question against a global
rise in Jew‑hate.

ASSESSMENT
The diagnosis is right and at least a quarter‑century late. A coordinated command
beats the current scatter of ministries — but a command is a broadcast instrument, and
broadcast fights the last news cycle while the other side owns the next one. The terrain is
the encyclopedia entry, theAI training set, the classroom syllabus, the casualty database
that CPJ is quietly editing this week— captured slowly, by organized editors, while Israel
funds reactivemessaging that arrives after the frame has already set. Hotovely’s instinct
to trade victimhood for civilizational stakes is the sharper move of the two. Another
shekel into messaging buys nothing if the institutions that launder the numbers are
never contested where they actually live.

A JEWISH MAN DIES IN A MONTREAL SHOOTING POLICE CANNOT YET EX
PLAIN
Threepeople aredeadafter a gunmanopenedfireMonday inCote‑des‑Neiges,
the heavily Jewish district of Montreal that holds kosher restaurants, Jew‑
ish schools, community centers, and a Chabad house. Among the dead is
MichaelMosheMizrahi, 68, an Israeli citizen. ZAKA is bringing him to burial
in Israel. A Montreal police officer was killed and a second wounded when
responders stormed a supermarket where the gunman had barricaded him‑
self, and the shooter was neutralized at the scene. The attacker left a roughly
100‑page manifesto, and police say the motive remains under investigation.
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Mizrahi was reportedly mistaken for the attacker and hit by police fire, a
sequence Canadian authorities are still working.

ASSESSMENT
The facts are not yet clear. What is not in doubt, however, is the standing condition.
A Jewish district in a Western capital sat under armed lockdown, parents ran their
children out of a park, and a community that has watched Toronto’s synagogues shot
up and the mob at the door now adds Montreal to the map whether or not the gunman
meant to put it there. The threat environment no longer needs a confirmed motive to
extract the cost.

NEW YORK VOTES WITH AIPAC RECAST AS THE MONSTER AND A JEWISH
CONGRESSMAN TURNED AWAY AT THE COUNTER
New York City’s primary lands Tuesday with Jewish political participation
itself as a ballot question. Mayor Zohran Mamdani spent the weekend de‑
fending his description of AIPAC as among the “monsters who move dark
money.” AWilliamsburg cafe barred Representative Dan Goldman, returned
his money, and told the Jewish lawmaker it does not serve “genocide en‑
ablers.” The DOJ has opened a probe. Representative Ro Khanna signed a
pledge fromTrackAIPAC, a group facingwide accusations of Jew‑hate, towin
its endorsement. JCRC‑NY’s Mark Treyger named the through‑line plainly:
assigning collective blame to Jews or perceived supporters of Israel is the
definition of antisemitism.

ASSESSMENT
A sitting mayor, a congressman’s challenger, and a coffee counter are all running the
same operation — turn “Zionist” or “AIPAC” into the permission slip, then act on the
Jew it points to. The vocabulary is doing the sorting the voters will ratify, and the
institutions built to catch it are arriving after the round is called. This is the partisan
sort reaching the words themselves, the warning we filed before the election that an
antizionist administration would set the terms on which Jew‑hatred gets named — and
the same week a Brooklyn barista decided a Jewish congressman’s cash was dirty is the
week the question stopped being rhetorical for the diaspora’s largest community.

Briefly Noted
Frontline & Security

• Times of Israel: A blast during the restart of the Ras Laffan LNG terminal
killed 13 and injured dozens, with Qatari authorities calling it a “technical
accident” at a plant an Iranian missile hit in March.

• Jerusalem Post: The Haifa District Court sentenced Dimitri Cohen to eight
and a half years for photographing the Hadera power plant, the Eilat port,
and the coastal highways for an Iranianhandlerwho recruitedhim through
an online job listing and paid in crypto.
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Diplomacy & Geopolitics

• Ynet: Peter Magyar’s April win is forcing Hungary to dismantle the loyalist
machine Orban built across courts, media, and state organs over sixteen
years.

• Jerusalem Post: The Jerusalem Institute of Justice asked the ICC to open
a war‑crimes case over the IRGC barrage it says left at least 20 dead and
over 7,000 injured — an Israeli NGO reaching for the same court whose
Netanyahuwarrants areQatari‑bought lawfare, this timepointed the other
way.

• JNS:Argentine survivors of the 1992 embassy bombing— planned by Iran,
carried out by Hezbollah — visited Israel as guests of the ForeignMinistry,
a reminder that the axis now signing in Geneva was murdering Jews in
Buenos Aires thirty‑four years ago.

• Jerusalem Post: Starmer’s resignation yesterday opens a Labour leadership
race, and Andy Burnham — the Manchester mayor his own Culture Sec‑
retary calls a “great ally” against Jew‑hate — is the early entrant Jewish‑
community watchers will be weighing on Israel and Gaza.

Public Diplomacy &Media

• Jewish Insider: Susan Collins accused Maine Democratic Senate candidate
Graham Platner of antisemitism and defended her own pro‑Israel record
against his AIPAC attacks.

• JNS: A Seattle amateur soccer league fielding a team named “Fedayeen”
ran games on public parks without the required permits, glorifying ter‑
rorism on municipal turf the city never signed off on.

• JNS:Wikipedia’smainRepublicanParty entry, viewednearly 220,000 times
in thirty days, now states the party is “alignedwith global far‑right parties”
while leaving Democratic antisemitism unmarked. The reference layer
most readers treat as neutral is doing the sorting the activists used to have
to do by hand.

• The JC: An Algerian TV pundit claimed Lionel Messi escaped a World Cup
foul because he is “protected by the Jewish lobby,” drawing a regulator
rebuke for “inflammatory and offensive” remarks.

Domestic & Law

• Arutz Sheva:EducationCommittee chair Tzvi Sukkot ejectedArabMKSamir
Ben Said from the hearing after Ben Said refused to condemn the October
7 massacre.

Economy, Tech & Infrastructure

• Times of Israel: The TA‑125 fell 4.9% last week asWashingtonmoved to end
the fighting, the same index that shrugged off months of Iranian ballistic
barrages. Israeli equities held through the missiles and sold off on the
prospect of Trump’s surrender.

• Calcalist:Bill Ackman told anEYconference inTelAviv that Israel is Silicon
Valley spread across an entire country and that a trillion‑dollar company
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will come out of it, the billionaire’s Tel Aviv exchange stake up several
hundred percent since 2024 and another billion dollars promised.

• Globes:US defense‑tech firmAnduril is standing up Israeli operationswith
a local production plant and wants former air force chief Amiram Norkin
to run them.

• Times of Israel: Uber tapped Israeli AI startup Autobrains to run the auton‑
omy stack for a Munich robotaxi pilot.

• JNS: Hebrew University researchers built a gene therapy for epilepsy that
switches on only during a seizure and stays dormant otherwise.

Culture, Religion & Society

• JNS: The producers of “Fauda” attached a rare viewer warning to two up‑
comingepisodesbuilt on theOctober 7 attack— the country’smost‑watched
export drama folding the massacre into the series that taught the world
how Israelis fight.

• Times of Israel: Nefesh b’Nefesh handed Ron Dermer a special Bonei Zion
recognition alongside seven other English‑speaking olim— educators, ad‑
vocates, anAlzheimer’s researcher— forwhatAnglo immigrantshavebuilt
inside the state.

Developments to Watch
Northern Front (Lebanon / Syria)

• Hezbollah names the trigger the cell was built to manage — Iran’s UN
representative and Hezbollah political‑council deputy Mahmoud Qamati
both put it on the record that any Israeli violation — including a strike
on Lebanon or on Hezbollah — draws a response, with Qamati saying the
group is on full alert “with its finger on the trigger.”

• Damascusdeclines theproxy roleTrumpfloated—Syria’sAhmedal‑Sharaa
ruled out sending troops into Lebanon after Trump suggested Damascus
take on Hezbollah, saying he favors dialogue.

Gaza & Southern Theater

• TheEilat sea breach reads as a defense probe—Threeweeks after a vessel
crossed into the Gulf of Eilat and drew Israeli naval fire before turning
back toward Jordan, defense officials now assess it may have been un‑
manned and run to clock the response. A successful reconnaissance of the
maritime approach is the move that precedes the manned attempt, and it
surfaces the same week the Shin Bet chief names Eilat the likeliest site of
the next October 7.

• TheHouthi air vector reaches Aqaba— Israel is tracking Houthi‑operated
Yemenia flights into Jordanian airports, including King Hussein at Aqaba
across theborder fromRamon, theone regional corridor open to the Sanaa
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carrier. An air bridge that puts Houthi personnel and freight a few kilome‑
ters from Eilat hands the southern axis a logistics line that does not pass
through Israeli or coalition airspace.

Regional Axis (Iran, Houthis, Militias)

• Pezeshkianflies to Islamabad tomorrow—Iran confirmed a one‑day pres‑
idential trip to Pakistan, framed around economic ties and thanks for the
mediation that carried the Geneva round.

• Iran and the Gulf monarchies set a security table of their own — Qatar’s
primeminister says Iran and theGulf Arab stateswill hold a securitymeet‑
ing. It convenes as Rubio works the same capitals to sell the framework
they reject, and a Tehran‑Gulf channel that excludes Washington is the
receipt for the realignment the brief has tracked toward thewar’s apparent
victor.

Diplomatic & Legal

• Theoilwaivermayoutrunwhat thePresident candeliver—Iranian sources
flag that the Trump administrationmay not be able to lift the oil sanctions
outright, because parts of any Iran accord — the nuclear terms among
them — require Congressional approval.

• Germany’sHormuzescortmission stalls in theBundestag—Berlin’s planned
naval contribution to securing the strait hit a procedural delay in parlia‑
ment.

Iran trades a refusal it pays nothing for, the Gulf reallocates toward the side
it watched survive, and the diaspora’s largest community heads to the polls
with “Zionist” already converted into a permission slip.
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