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THE BOTTOM LINE The three moves have three different mechanics but one
underlying trajectory. J Street’s Iron Dome reversal is institutional. A
faux-pro-Israel lobby is positioning itself inside the Democratic primary
infrastructure whose votes it delivers. Warren’s Platner defense is political.
A rumored 2028 candidate is demonstrating she will not pay the character-
attack cost that defending an “I dig it” Hamas-raid post carries, because
the primary math says the cost is less than the benefit. So much for
morals and values. Murphy’s “awesome” — the cheering of IRGC vessels
evading a US Navy blockade during an active war — is cultural. The
Connecticut senator spent the preceding weekend at a Soros-funded
summit in Barcelona describing the country he represents as being
under a “totalitarian takeover,” and then posted approvingly of the IRGC
running the blockade. The Abdou lecture is the ideological floor. A
former Columbia professor telling NYU activists that students should
“see themselves as part of the axis of resistance” is the curriculum the J
Street version of the party is decorously not endorsing while the Warren
version declines to disavow. The anti-Israel primary position is now the
caucus majority position on arms, the institutional-lobby position, and
increasingly the ambient register at party events. Schumer, Gillibrand,
Rosen, Cortez Masto, Blumenthal, Fetterman, and Coons represent a
demographic wave that has already broken. The generation behind them
is reading Abdou transcripts and deciding whether to show up at his next
campus stop.
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T HE diplomatic calendar is crowded and the operational calendar is... let’s

just say there’s quite a lot of notations. Luxembourg convened Tuesday
on the first post-Orban foreign ministers’ agenda. Magyar confirmed Monday
he will detain Netanyahu if he visits. And Salam opened a lawfare track this
morning against the Forward Defense Line the 162nd unveiled ten days ago.
Yahalom spent the week demolishing Bint Jbeil. Someone leaked the intelli-
gence document the cabinet’s Gaza decision turns on. And the IRGC fired on
a container ship off Oman. So, a quiet few days, at least in recent, relative
terms.

IN THIS EDITION

Flash Brief . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

The War Today . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...... 5
Salam Accuses Israel of War Crimes as Yahalom Accelerates the
Demolitions . . . . . . . . . L. e e e

Iran Rejects Truce Extension as IRGC Fires on Hormuz Container Ship .
Hamas Rebuilds Its Military Wing as the Board of Peace Stalls . . . . .

Inside Israel . . . . . .. ... ..o oo
Ben-Gvir Complies and Counterattacks on Police Appointments

Eisenkot Passes Bennett as Bennett Declares War on Smotrich . . . . .

Arabs Attack Hikers Near Ofra on IndependenceDay . . . . . . . . . . 10
Isracland the World . . . . ... .. ... . . o 000 1
Luxembourg Rejects Suspension Push as Germany and Italy Hold the Line 11
Magyar Confirms Hungary Will Detain Netanyahu if He Visits . . . . . 12
J Street Drops Iron Dome and Warren Stands by Platner . . . . . . . . 12
Briefly Noted . . . .. . .. .. . . . . ... ... 13
Frontline & Security . . . . . . . . . . . ..o 13
Diplomacy & Geopolitics . . . . . . . . . ..o o000 13
Domestic& Law . . . . . . . . .. oL o o 14
Economy, Tech & Infrastructure . . . . . . . ... . ... ... ... 14
Culture, Religion & Society . . . . . . . . . ... .. ... 14
DevelopmentstoWatch . . . .. ... ... .. ... ......... 15
Judea& Samaria . . . . . . . ... oo e e e e e e e 15
Northern Front (Lebanon /Syria) . . . . . . . . . ... ... .. ... 15
Gaza & Southern Theater . . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. 15
Regional Axis (Iran, Houthis, Militias) . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... 16

mitzpe.org 3 © 2026 Mitzpe Institute



Israel Brief READER Mitzpe Institute

Diplomatic& Legal . . . . . . . . . . . ..o oo 16

mitzpe.org 4 © 2026 Mitzpe Institute



Israel Brief READER Mitzpe Institute

Flash Brief

+ Yahalom accelerates: IDF deploys Haredi draft evasion. See Inside
robots in Bint Jbeil as PM Salam Israel.
opens a war-crimes track in + Ofra: Arab mob ambushes Israeli
international forums. See The War hikers between Ofra and Givat
Today. Assaf on Yom Ha’atzmaut — armed

+ Hormuz: Iran publicly rejects hikers repel them. See Inside Israel.
Trump’s truce extension as IRGC + Luxembourg: EU foreign ministers
gunboat fires on container ship off lack qualified majority for
Oman. See The War Today. Association Agreement suspension,

« Hamas rebuilds: IDF intelligence though settlement sanctions await
confirms Qassam Brigades Magyar’s new government. See Israel
reconstitution under the truce as and the World.
Mladenov says disarmament + Hungary: Magyar confirms
window is days. See The War Today. Hungary will detain Netanyahu if

+ Ben-Gvir: Accepts the Hauslich he visits, aligning Budapest with
promotion and files to block AG’s the ICC-enforcement bloc. See Israel
expansion of the High Court and the World.
interim order. See Inside Israel. « Democratic left: J Street drops Iron

+ Opposition leadership: Eisenkot Dome, Warren defends Platner’s
overtakes Bennett at 27% as Hamas-raid posts, Murphy cheers
Bennett attacks Smotrich over IRGC vessels evading the blockade.

See Israel and the World.

EAD together, this is the ledger of a pressure architecture running at
R capacity against an operational reality it cannot touch — Luxembourg
gridlocks, Magyar files paperwork that changes no IDF flight path, the Demo-
cratic caucus votes positions calculated for sound bites not reality. Under-
neath the international noise: Yahalom is demolishing Hezbollah infrastruc-
ture on a compressed clock. The IRGC has been reduced to a junta because
the civilians have nothing left to offer. Hezbollah sits at roughly 40% of pre-
war strength. Lebanon is conducting direct talks with Jerusalem in a massive
shift. And Milei has moved the Argentine embassy to Jerusalem. The strate-
gic position Israel occupies coming out of Yom Ha’atzmaut is structurally
stronger than any the country has held against the Iranian axis in decades,
and the gap between paper and operations is still widening in Jerusalem’s
favor.

The War Today

Salam Accuses Israel of War Crimes as Yahalom Accelerates the
Demolitions

Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam accused Israel of war crimes in an
X post earlier today, claiming the IDF had targeted journalists in southern
Lebanon and declaring that Lebanon will “spare no effort in pursuing these
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crimes before the competent international forums.” The accusation follows
anincident yesterday in Tayriin which Lebanese rescuers were injured when
an Israeli drone dropped a grenade during an operation to lift a wounded
journalist from rubble. The IDF responded that it does not target journalists,
that the Forward Defense Line map has been published and the area evac-
uated, and that its strike had targeted two vehicles crossing the line. The
vehicles had originated from a building used by Hezbollah, which was also
struck. In parallel, the IDF disclosed that Yahalom — the Combat Engineering
Corps commando unit — has deployed robots in Bint Jbeil to accelerate the
destruction of Hezbollah tunnels and weapons infrastructure, “given that it
is unknown how long diplomatic developments will allow the military to op-
erate in southern Lebanon.” Col. (ret.) Yaron Sarig of MAFAT called the Gaza
campaign “the first robotics war,” with tens of thousands of autonomous sys-
tems deployed across the battlefield and robotic production now integrated
into Arrow 2 and 3 interceptor manufacturing.

ASSESSMENT

Salam — who presided over the IC] during South Africa’s genocide case against Israel
before becoming Lebanon’s prime minister — is not writing war-crimes posts because
he expects international forums to move fast enough to matter. He is pre-staging a
narrative for the next kinetic round, which he assumes (correctly) is coming. The
Lebanese rescue team’s casualty claim depends on a drone action inside a live combat
zone around a published Forward Defense Line. The IDF’s account of two vehicles
crossing the line from a Hezbollah building holds up against the geography. The robotics
disclosure is the other half of the same picture. The IDF is telling its political echelon, its
reservists, and every diplomatic observer reading that it’s destroying Hezbollah tunnel
and weapons infrastructure faster than it can be rebuilt, and that the tempo is no longer
as constrained by soldier availability.

Iran Rejects Truce Extension as IRGC Fires on Hormuz Container Ship

Iran “rejected” President Trump’s Tuesday-night extension of the US-Iran
truce, with an advisor to parliament speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf
calling the move “a ploy to buy time for a surprise strike” and declaring that
“the time for Iran to take the initiative has come.” The Khatam al-Anbiya head-
quarters warned that Iranian forces are “at a state of 100% readiness, with
their fingers on the trigger.” An IRGC gunboat fired on a container vessel 15
nautical miles northeast of Oman, causing heavy damage to the ship’s bridge
according to UK Maritime Trade Operations. No casualties were reported.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent confirmed the US will continue enforcing
the naval blockade of Iranian ports. Trump wrote that Iran is “losing roughly
$500 million per day” and is pushing privately to reopen the strait. Brent
crude has been trading near $95, up more than 30% from the February 28 war
start. The Trump administration has separately suspended dollar shipments
to Iraq to pressure Iran-backed militias whose attacks Baghdad has failed
to prevent. Iran executed Mehdi Farid, a management-level employee of its
Passive Defense Organization accused of spying for the Mossad after being
recruited online.
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ASSESSMENT

The Iran power-shift, namely that IRGC commander Ahmad Vahidi as the decision-
maker behind a foreign minister reduced to messenger service — is fully observable in
the mechanics. Trump extended the truce because the Pakistanis asked and because the
civilian side of Tehran has nothing left to offer. Iran rejected the extension because
the civilian side of Tehran does not control the answer, and IRGC gunboats fired
on a container ship the next day to underline the point. Whether the strikes lead
to escalations and a return to larger combat operations before Sunday’s expiration
of Trump’s extension. Well, that’s another story. Iran postures, as we can see with
Ghalibaf’s advisor, the military’s assigned civilian mouthpiece, announced the rejection
hours before the strike. The strait will stay closed, the blockade will be met, and
Araghchi’s conversations in Islamabad are decorative. Trump’s $500-million-per-day
line is the only real leverage, and Bessent’s suspension of dollar shipments to Baghdad
is an escalation in the same vein — Iran’s militia network runs on dollar-denominated
transfers the Iraqi Central Bank has been laundering for years, and cutting the flow costs
Tehran more than it costs Washington. The IRGC bet is that $95 oil breaks Washington’s
domestic politics before the blockade breaks Tehran. Until the junta sends Vahidi (or
someone Vahidi) authorizes to Islamabad, the table is set for renewed kinetic operations,
and the question is which side moves first.

Hamas Rebuilds Its Military Wing as the Board of Peace Stalls

An IDF intelligence assessment circulated in recent days to a restricted group
within Israel’s political leadership states that Hamas is using the ceasefire to
rehabilitate its military wing, accelerate operative recruitment, seize human-
itarian goods, and re-exert civil and governmental control in the territories it
holds. Not exactly stunning news. The document assesses that Hamas has not
yet achieved “a technological or operational leap forward” but is rebuilding
steadily, and that American attention absorbed by Iran and Lebanon has cre-
ated the loophole. Board of Peace High Representative Nickolay Mladenov
admits that disarmament talks have stalled [some ten days after the one-
week ultimatum he issued expired]. Hamas’s counter-proposal offers thou-
sands of police rifles while retaining the Izzadin al-Qassam Brigades’ rock-
ets, missiles, and heavy armaments — the apparatus that planned October
7. Mladenov said the window is “days, maximum a couple of weeks.” PA-run
municipal elections proceed Saturday in Deir el-Balah, the first Gaza vote
since 2006, with four lists competing including one that Palestinian analysts
describe as pro-Hamas. Hamas has officially boycotted the ballot but says
it will deploy police and security to secure voting sites. Separately, the UN
Population Fund confirmed that 400 girls aged 14-16 were registered as wives
in Gaza during 2025.
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ASSESSMENT

The intelligence document is the senior-official version of what everyone paying
attention already knew. Hamas is running Hezbollah’s playbook from 2006 to present
— rebuild under a diplomatic shell that treats the weaker party’s requests as binding
constraints, offer the police rifles to preserve the Qassam Brigades’ arsenal, and let
the international framework do the work of providing cover. Mladenov’s “stall” is the
euphemism for an outcome predetermined the moment the framework asked Hamas
to disarm voluntarily. The Deir el-Balah vote is the political cover. Hamas boycotts
the ballot, deploys its police to secure the polls, and stages a pro-Hamas list it is not
“officially” associated with — a group testing whether October 7 cost it its base, with
the answer likely that it did not [at least not according to available polling data].

Inside Israel
Ben-Gvir Complies and Counterattacks on Police Appointments

National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir informed Attorney General Gali
Baharav-Miara on Tuesday that he has accepted the Jerusalem District Court’s
recommendation to promote Ruti Hauslich to head of the police Investiga-
tions Department — a position he had refused to confirm citing what he called
“grave misconduct” in her testimony before Knesset committees. The min-
istry simultaneously requested the AG’s position on Hauslich’s use of the title
“Acting Head of the Investigations Department” in her petition, referring
to “someone who impersonates and uses a title that was not given to them
in the Knesset.” Separately, Ben-Gvir filed an urgent request Sunday with
the High Court asking for clarification of last week’s interim ruling on three
points. Namely, who leads the ongoing talks over draft procedures for the
minister’s role. Whether senior appointments to the rank of superintendent
and above require the police commissioner’s recommendation (as current
procedure holds) or the senior appointments forum’s (as the court’s ruling
could be read to require). And, lastly, whether the AG is entitled to seven-
day advance notice before the minister signs off on a promotion, or before
the internal police process begins. Deputy AGs Gil Limon and Sharon Afek
had instructed Police Commissioner Danny Levi that senior and sensitive
appointment recommendations be sent to the AG’s office for review at least
seven days before they reach Ben-Gvir’s bureau — a procedural reading Ben-
Gvir correctly argues converts the AG into a gatekeeper before recommenda-
tions ever reach the minister.
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ASSESSMENT

The Hauslich letter is a two-step. Ben-Gvir accepted the promotion the court recom-
mended — a narrow procedural concession architected to avoid a contempt fight —
and used that same letter to ask the AG whether the senior officer’s use of “Acting
Head” in her petition constitutes unauthorized self-promotion. The minister is telling
the AG that the institutional actors she deploys against him are doing the things she
declines to investigate when they do them. The Sunday filing is the more substantive
fight. Within forty-eight hours of the High Court’s April 16 ruling, Limon and Afek
moved to convene procedural talks without a PMO representative, to require seven-day
notice at the commissioner’s level rather than the minister’s, and to route all senior-rank
recommendations through the AG before the minister sees them. Each interpretation
expands the ruling’s effective scope beyond what the nine-justice panel actually ordered.
And Ben-Gvir’s filing says so directly — the relief he seeks is not reversal but a court
instruction to the AG not to freelance the ruling’s implementation. The probability
he gets that instruction is modest. The probability he extracts a coalition-legislation
opportunity from the process is substantially higher. Baharav-Miara’s stance since
Ben-Gvir entered office has been to treat every assertion of ministerial authority as a
potential constitutional infraction requiring her personal intervention. Which is not a
position the AG’s office is institutionally equipped to sustain for the several years the
High Court process is likely to consume. The May 3 deadline will come and go. The
Knesset will be the next venue.

Eisenkot Passes Bennett as Bennett Declares War on Smotrich

A Maariv poll found Gadi Eisenkot leading the race for opposition leadership
at 27%, overtaking Naftali Bennett at 16% and current opposition leader Yair
Lapid at 6%. Mansour Abbas polled third at 10%, Benny Gantz at 8%, and Yair
Golan at 7%. The same survey gave Likud 25 seats, Bennett 2026 24, Eisenkot’s
Yashar! 12, Shas and Yisrael Beytenu 9 each, the Democrats 9, Otzma Yehudit
8, Yesh Atid and United Torah Judaism 7 each, and Hadash-Ta’al and Ra’am 5
each. In head-to-head PM suitability matchups, Netanyahu beat Bennett 43-
41 and Eisenkot 45-38 — a tighter gap against Bennett than against Eisenkot,
despite Bennett trailing Eisenkot on the opposition-leadership question. Ben-
nett used a Monday Radio interview to open an explicit attack on Finance
Minister Bezalel Smotrich, calling him “largely the architect of the evasion”
for shielding his Haredi coalition partners from the draft. “The era of teach-
ing against the values of the State of Israel without math and English is over.
We will no longer fund this. We will not fund a single shekel to those who
don’t wear uniforms. This is costing us lives.” Bennett ruled out sitting in
a Netanyahu-led government and committed to forming “a Zionist govern-
ment” with or without Likud if his bloc reaches 61 seats.
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ASSESSMENT

The Eisenkot-overtakes-Bennett poll captures a sorting inside the opposition that
matters more than the topline. Bennett built his 2026 numbers on the bet that
Netanyahu-weary Likud voters would migrate to an opposition figure with military
credentials, a settlement-sympathetic record, and distance from the coalition’s ultra-
Orthodox liabilities. Eisenkot is the same bet executed by someone with a higher ceiling
among soft-left voters and a lower ceiling among the coalition’s disaffected rightists. If
Eisenkot leads the opposition-leadership question while Bennett is the stronger head-to-
head against Netanyahu, the opposition bloc’s internal logic and its path to 61 seats are
pointing in different directions — which is one of the problems consolidation is supposed
to solve. Bennett’s attack on Smotrich is a more durable story. Religious Zionism’s
electorate is the population paying the reserve-duty cost of the war while the UTJ and
Shas voters his party’s coalition discipline protects continue to not enlist. Bennett is
telling the national-religious reservist that Smotrich sold him out to Goldknopf and Dert,
and the polling says the message is landing — Smotrich below threshold in every major
survey, his voters migrating to Ben-Gvir and to Bennett. The “we will not fund a single
shekel” line is platform language, not talk-radio color. It telegraphs the first fiscal move
of a Bennett government: stripping the yeshiva funding that has underwritten Haredi
draft evasion for three decades. That is the policy fight the coalition has structurally
refused to have. It, along with an October 7th failure reckoning, will be the opening act
of the election.

Arabs Attack Hikers Near Ofra on Independence Day

Dozens of Arab attackers emerged from the Palestinian town of Deir Dibwan
in the Binyamin region of Samaria during Yom Ha’atzmaut and ambushed
a group of Israeli hikers walking the ridge between Ofra and Givat Assaf,
striking them with boulders and stones at close range. Several hikers were
injured, including one with a head injury evacuated to hospital. Members
of the group fired shots from their personal weapons to drive off the attack-
ers and withdraw. Deir Dibwan sits east of Ramallah within stone throwing
range of the Route 60 corridor and produced Wafa al-Bis, the 2005 would-
be suicide bomber caught at the Erez Crossing en route to detonate inside
Soroka Hospital. The 2-3 kilometer stretch between Ofra and Givat Assaf has
been an attack vector for years, and Givat Assaf Junction was itself the site of
a December 2018 drive-by shooting that killed two IDF soldiers, z2”I.

ASSESSMENT

This is the kind of incident that triggers a dozen “settler violence” op-eds in the
international press when the vector runs the other direction. Dozens of Arabs from a
Palestinian town, a coordinated ambush with boulders at close range. Against hikers
walking between Israeli communities on the country’s Independence Day. The hikers
dispersed the attack with personal weapons, which likely will be framed (if the incident
is covered — not likely) as disproportionate use of force in international coverage. Shin
Bet and IDF tallies document more than 6,000 Arab-initiated attacks on Israelis in
Judea and Samaria per year — stone-throwing, Molotov cocktails, shootings, vehicular
rammings, arson, ambushes exactly like this one. That works out to more than sixteen
incidents a day, every day, year after year. The overwhelming majority never reach
the legacy-media pipeline that generates EU Council votes about “settler violence.”
Yesterday’s ambush is a normal day on Route 60, scaled up by the fact that the victims
happened to be on foot. The Ofra hikers were lucky. The sovereignty question in Judea
and Samaria is the operational question of whether Israeli civilians can walk between
Israeli communities on Israeli soil on Israeli Independence Day without needing a rifle.
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Israel and the World

Luxembourg Rejects Suspension Push as Germany and Italy Hold the Line

Foreign ministers at Tuesday’s Luxembourg meeting declined to suspend the
EU-Israel Association Agreement — the first EU foreign ministers’ gather-
ing since Peter Magyar’s Tisza Party ousted Viktor Orban earlier this month.
EU foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas said there was “not sufficient support”
for suspension and that “I didn’t see the shifting of positions in the room.”
Spain’s Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Albares led the push, telling reporters
“Europe’s credibility is at stake.” Ireland and Belgium backed him. Belgian
Foreign Minister Maxime Prevot conceded that “a full suspension is probably
out of reach.” Germany committed to “critical, constructive dialogue,” per
Foreign Minister Johann Wadephul — the politest available way of saying
Berlin will not move on suspension and the bloc cannot move without it.
Italy held its prior line. The European Commission’s September proposal
to suspend some trade-related provisions — covering roughly €5.8 billion
of Israeli exports — remains on the table but requires a qualified-majority
vote (15 of 27 members representing 65% of the EU population) that does not
currently exist. Sweden and France circulated a pre-meeting paper calling
for stronger action on settlements. The separate sanctions package targeting
“violent settlers” and ministers the EU deems “extremist” requires unanimity
and is expected to advance in May. Kallas said discussions would continue
and that she would bring ministers’ ideas to the trade commissioner.

ASSESSMENT

Our previous brief flagged the Luxembourg meeting as the first test of what replaces
the Hungarian veto. The answer is: nothing, for now. Orban’s defeat removed the
unanimity veto on sanctions requiring all 27 states, but the suspension mechanism
Spain is pushing needs 15 states plus 65% of the population, a threshold neither
Albares’s coalition nor the European Commission has been able to assemble even with
Italy out of its defense cooperation with Israel and Germany nominally on the fence.
The three-speed Europe the Apr 22 Assessment described is now visible in the minutes.
Spain, Ireland, Belgium, and Sweden on one track. Germany, Italy, Austria, and the
V4 holdouts on another. France on a third, where Macron alternates between tough
public statements and quiet operational cooperation that Paris never advertises. What
Luxembourg confirmed is that the sanctions architecture Europe cannot operationalize
is louder than the trade relationship Europe cannot replace. The €5.8 billion in affected
Israeli exports is the economic half of a strategic picture in which Brussels’s leverage
runs almost entirely through Jerusalem’s interest in keeping the relationship functional.
The “violent settlers” package advancing once Magyar’s government arrives is the one
measure with real political ceiling, because it requires unanimity rather than qualified
majority, because Magyar will trade its passage for rule-of-law credit with Brussels, and
because the Judea-and-Samaria governance question it implicates is the one the Israeli
political system has been unable to resolve for sixty years. Brussels cannot suspend the
agreement because the population-weighted math does not add up. But Brussels can
indict specific Israeli ministers and specific Israeli citizens, and that is the register the
next round will be fought in.
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Magyar Confirms Hungary Will Detain Netanyahu if He Visits

Hungarian Prime Minister-elect Peter Magyar confirmed Monday that Hun-
gary will detain any leader wanted by the International Criminal Court who
enters the country — Netanyahu included — after pledging during the cam-
paign to reverse Orban’s withdrawal from the court. Magyar was asked by
a Hungarian reporter to reconcile his recent invitation to Netanyahu for the
7oth anniversary of the 1956 revolution with the standing ICC warrant. “I also
made clear to the Israeli prime minister that we will not back down. If some-
one is a member of the ICC and a person who is wanted enters the territory of
our country, he or she must be detained. Every state and head of government
is aware of these laws.” Orban’s ICC withdrawal becomes permanent June
2 absent Magyar’s reversal, which Tisza is expected to complete before the
deadline. Netanyahu spoke with Magyar last week to congratulate him on his
election victory, which ousted the Israeli leader’s longtime ally and ended
a three-year Hungarian posture of rejecting the warrants and announcing
withdrawal from the court during Netanyahu’s April 2025 visit.

ASSESSMENT

The Apr 22 Assessment anticipated Magyar would trade the ICC reversal for Brussels
rule-of-law credit. He delivered on schedule. The “friend of Israel” language Magyar
offered Netanyahu during the campaign was the politeness of a politician whose
coalition needs both Jewish-community allies and Brussels approval — incompatible
expectations Magyar is resolving by giving the former rhetoric and the latter substance.
The practical effect on Netanyahu’s travel map is marginal. Hungary became a non-
stop the moment Magyar won, and Israeli officials priced that in. The signaling effect
inside the EU is larger. Magyar has publicly aligned Hungary with the ICC-enforcement
bloc — Belgium, Ireland, Spain, the Netherlands — and has done so simultaneously as
Luxembourg tested whether that bloc could move the trade relationship. The “friend of
Israel” side of Magyar’s positioning will now have to manifest in something concrete: a
bilateral trade move, a defense cooperation announcement, or a meaningful diplomatic
gesture. Otherwise the relationship converges to the Starmer baseline.

] Street Drops Iron Dome and Warren Stands by Platner

J Street — the self-described “pro-Israel, pro-peace” Democratic advocacy
organization — continues to hold that the US should cease funding Iron Dome
batteries, reversing the position that had distinguished it from DSA, AOC, and
the Sanders wing for a decade. Chief policy officer Ilan Goldenberg acknowl-
edged the shift was catalyzed by progressive lawmakers — AOC, Ro Khanna,
Jim McGovern, Jared Huffman, Mark Pocan — moving first: “It stirred up
the conversation a little more, but that memo was already written.” J Street
opposed both Sanders arms-sale resolutions at last week’s Senate vote. Sep-
arately, Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) dismissed CNBC host Sara Eisen’s
questioning about Maine Senate candidate Graham Platner’s 2014 Reddit posts,
where Platner called the Hamas raid that killed five IDF soldiers at Nahal Oz
“adamn fine looking and successful raid” and wrote “I dig it.” Warren kept her
“my kind of man” endorsement and pivoted to Platner’s 2008 bank-regulation
views. Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT) posted “awesome” in response to a re-
port that 26 IRGC shadow-fleet vessels had evaded the US Hormuz blockade.
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His spokesperson later tried to walk back the comment as “sarcasm” — which
would be more believable if not for his overall posture. Murphy appeared
the weekend before at the so-called Global Progressive Summit in Barcelona,
where he described the US as “in the middle of” a “totalitarian takeover.” In
parallel, former Columbia professor Mohamed Abdou told NYU student ac-
tivists at a Tuesday event that they “have much to learn from Hamas,” praised
the Mujahideen, and told attendees that if they “see themselves as part of the
axis of resistance” they should believe in martyrdom. [I'm sure that’s great
news for New York.]

ASSESSMENT

The three moves have three different mechanics but one underlying trajectory. J Street’s
Iron Dome reversal is institutional. A faux-pro-Israel lobby is positioning itself inside
the Democratic primary infrastructure whose votes it delivers. Warren’s Platner defense
is political. A rumored 2028 candidate is demonstrating she will not pay the character-
attack cost that defending an “I dig it” Hamas-raid post carries, because the primary
math says the cost is less than the benefit. So much for morals and values. Murphy’s
“awesome” — the cheering of IRGC vessels evading a US Navy blockade during an active
war — is cultural. The Connecticut senator spent the preceding weekend at a Soros-
funded summit in Barcelona describing the country he represents as being under a
“totalitarian takeover,” and then posted approvingly of the IRGC running the blockade.
The Abdou lecture is the ideological floor. A former Columbia professor telling NYU
activists that students should “see themselves as part of the axis of resistance” is the
curriculum theJ Street version of the party is decorously not endorsing while the Warren
version declines to disavow. The anti-Israel primary position is now the caucus majority
position on arms, the institutional-lobby position, and increasingly the ambient register
at party events. Schumer, Gillibrand, Rosen, Cortez Masto, Blumenthal, Fetterman,
and Coons represent a demographic wave that has already broken. The generation
behind them is reading Abdou transcripts and deciding whether to show up at his next
campus stop.

Briefly Noted
Frontline & Security

« Jerusalem Post: IDF soldiers dismantled a weapons and explosives cache
hidden inside a school in Beit Ummar — a Palestinian town in the Gush
Etzion bloc between Hebron and Jerusalem — after interrogating two ter-
rorists who had thrown explosives and Molotov cocktails at nearby Karmei
Tzur two weeks earlier. The UNRWA-Gaza template — weapons stored in
schools, attackers returning to the towns that shelter them — is running
inside Judea and Samaria under the same jurisdictional cover Oslo was
built to provide.

Diplomacy & Geopolitics

« Jerusalem Post: President Isaac Herzog awarded Argentine President Javier
Milei the Presidential Medal of Honor Monday, Israel’s highest civilian
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honor, hours before the onset of Yom Hazikaron and after a Bar Ilan hon-
orary doctorate earlier the same day. Milei has moved the Argentine em-
bassy to Jerusalem and backed Israel through the Iran war — the most
functional pro-Israel government in the Americas, with the margin length-
ening each quarter.
« JNS: Russian authorities detained roughly 40 Israeli passengers for five
hours at Moscow’s Domodedovo Airport Monday, interrogating them and
compelling them to sign statements affirming they had been “warned”
about something Russia did not specify, before Foreign Minister Gideon
Sa’ar’s ministry intervened.
Times of Israel: President Donald Trump received the Israel Prize at Wednes-
day’s Independence Day ceremony in Jerusalem, with Education Minister
Yoav Kisch honoring him in the category of “special contribution to the
Jewish people” and playing a highlight reel of his Iran decisions. Kisch’s
claim that this was the first non-Israeli recipient since the state’s found-
ing misses Zubin Mehta’s 1991 award, and the ceremony’s real function
was less Israel Prize than state-level thank-you note for joining Operation
Roaring Lion.

Domestic & Law

« Jerusalem Post: Attorney Gideon Fisher, representing more than 2,000 rec-
ognized October 7 victims, is leveraging the Supreme Court’s 2024 Fuld
v. PLO ruling and the restored $655 million judgment to pursue Hamas’s
financial infrastructure in US courts instead of chasing only the terrorists
themselves.

« Jerusalem Post: Female IDF reservists guarding Nukhba terrorists at Sde
Teiman after October 7 faced systematic sexual harassment while their
superiors refused mental-health referrals and ignored complaints. One
is now in long-term psychiatric care. The 2022 State Comptroller figure
of 38% of female prison guards sexually assaulted by Palestinian secu-
rity prisoners predated October 7, and the IDF’s institutional response has
been to keep sending women back to the same posts.

Economy, Tech & Infrastructure

« Jerusalem Post: Nepal resumed Middle East work permits Tuesday after a
six-week Iran-war pause, with 75% of Nepali workers abroad based in Gulf
countries and remittances covering over a quarter of Nepal’s $42 billion
economy. The war’s downstream effects reach deep into the Global South
labor markets the Gulf economies run on, and “when does the blockade
end” is a question being asked in a lot more languages than the ones cur-
rently around the Islamabad table.

Culture, Religion & Society

« Israel National News: An investigation documented open rental discrimina-
tion across London — apartments advertised “to Muslims only” on Face-
book, Telegram, and Gumtree, language requirements in Punjabi and Gu-
jarati, refusals ranging from polite rejection to “get out of here” screamed
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down the phone — all in direct violation of the UK Equality Act. Tower

Hamlets set the template and Ilford, Newham, Barking, Walthamstow, and

Harrow are where it has arrived, with enforcement nowhere in sight.

Jewish News: Palestine Action defendant Charlotte Head told Woolwich Crown

Court Tuesday that her group’s August 2024 raid on the Elbit Systems site

near Bristol — prison van as battering ram, sledgehammers and crowbars

on computers and drones, red paint sprayed on walls and floors — was
carried out in the belief she had “a lawful excuse.” The UK proscribed

Palestine Action under the Terrorism Act last July, and the trial is still

running on the premise that British property destruction in service of

a foreign terror cause is a legitimately debatable defense because Israel

exists.

« JNS: Two British tourists, reportedly a mother and daughter from Leeds,
filmed themselves three times harassing Israelis at restaurants in Vietnam
— chanting “Boom boom, Tel Aviv,” calling them “rats” and “monsters,’
shouting “Viva Iran,” and telling them “everywhere you go you will be
hated.” Jew-hate is now something Britain exports to countries whose own
citizens do not want it.

« JNS: The Catholic University of America denied Students Supporting Is-
rael requests to host Rep. Randy Fine on rising antisemitism and Israeli
security-fence architect Dany Tirza, citing a “both sides” representation
requirement, and now faces a FIRE letter warning the matter may be re-
ferred to the Middle States Commission for accreditation review. The “both
sides” trick has been the vehicle of choice for suppressing pro-Israel speech
on American campuses for a decade, applied selectively and applied al-
most exclusively to Jews.

Developments to Watch
Judea & Samaria
+ School-weapon storage — IDF Kfir Brigade soldiers found an explosives

cache in a Beit Ummar school Monday after Shin Bet interrogations of the
Karmei Tzur attackers.

Northern Front (Lebanon / Syria)

+ Second round of Israel-Lebanon Washington talks — Tuesday’s first round
with Ambassador Leiter leading, and publicly cutting France out, set the
baseline. When round two convenes and whether it can produce text Hezbol-
lah cannot veto is the structural question behind every Yellow Line en-
forcement.

Gaza & Southern Theater

+ Security Cabinet Gaza decision window — Netanyahu’s cabinet faces Mlade-
nov’s “days, maximum a couple of weeks” disarmament window. The next
7-10 days produce either cabinet authorization to resume IDF operations
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in western Gaza or acceptance of the Board of Peace runway. LIKELY TO
ESCALATE

- Deir el-Balah Saturday vote — The first Gaza poll since 2006 runs Satur-
day, with a pro-Hamas list competing despite Hamas’s formal boycott and
Hamas security on station.

« Turkey-Qatar leverage activation — A Hamas delegation thanked Erdogan
this week for Turkey’s “peace efforts” in Gaza. Dan Shapiro’s disarmament
argument routes through Ankara and Doha, and whether Washington can
pivot Turkish leverage after the Iran war consumed the bandwidth is the

question behind the stall.

Regional Axis (Iran, Houthis, Militias)

+ Khamenei Jr. response pending — Pakistani and US mediators have been
waiting for Mojtaba Khamenei to respond to the latest Washington pro-
posal.

+ Second US carrier transits toward the region — USS George H.W. Bush is
moving back toward CENTCOM’s AOR to join USS Gerald R. Ford already
in the Red Sea.

+ Houthi “continuous conflict” framing — Abdul Malik al-Houthi called the
current arrangement “merely a truce within a continuous conflict” and
warned that “further rounds of fighting are coming.” LIKELY TO ESCA-
LATE

Diplomatic & Legal

+ June 2 Hungarian ICC reversal deadline — Orban’s ICC withdrawal be-
comes permanent June 2 absent Magyar’s reversal, and Magyar has con-
firmed he will act. The five-week window is when Hungary publicly joins
the ICC-enforcement bloc Belgium and Spain have been building inside
the EU.

- Salam’s international-forum filing — The Lebanese PM vowed to pursue
Israeli “war crimes” before “competent international forums.” Watch for
the actual filing: ICJ intervention, ICC referral, or UNHRC package. The
channel Salam chooses tells you which coalition he thinks is available.

Every institution indicting Israel this week is doing it because the alternatives
— defeating Hamas politically, containing the IRGC materially, moving Euro-
pean publics on the facts — have all been tried and all failed. Luxembourg,
the Hague, the Senate cloakroom, and Woolwich Crown Court are where
this war is being re-litigated precisely because it is being won on the ground.
Yahalom in Bint Jbeil, the Argentine flag in Jerusalem, and a Lebanese prime
minister reduced to posting on X are the measure of what the paperwork is
trying to undo.

Shabbat shalom!
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