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The ceasefires are fragile. The leverage that produced them is
not.

o URIEL ZEHAVI

THE BOTTOM LINE Monday’s Luxembourg meeting is the first operational
test of what replaces the Orban veto, and the answer will determine
whether the bilateral actions the brief has been tracking — Italy’s defense
suspension, France’s defense divorce, the UK’s Royal College access cut
— coalesce into coordinated EU-level policy or remain a collection of
national gestures disguised as strategy. Magyar’s ICC reversal before
June 2 would simultaneously restore Hungary’s membership in the court
currently holding an active arrest warrant for Netanyahu and signal to
Brussels that Budapest is open for business on the “rule of law” items
the previous government blocked. The qualified-majority threshold for
Association Agreement suspension is high enough that Germany and
the Czech Republic can delay the vote — but not indefinitely, and Suica
admitting “this is our tool” is as close to a stated threat as Brussels
issues without putting it in writing. Her PA-funding remark — “they
wouldn't have survived without our money” — is the institutional logic
Jerusalem has rejected for decades. Europe pays for Palestinian gover-
nance, considers that a contribution to Israeli security, and funds the
same institutions that operate the pay-for-slay architecture the brief has
documented extensively.
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T WO ceasefires are now in effect — Iran since April 8, Lebanon since mid-
night Thursday — and both are leaking. Two soldiers fell to Hezbollah-
planted explosives inside IDF-controlled Lebanese territory in the first 48
hours, the IRGC fired on Indian-flagged tankers in the Strait of Hormuz with-
out bothering with a radio challenge, and Trump’s Wednesday deadline for a
permanent Iran deal approaches with the second round of talks postponed
and no one at the table who can make a binding commitment. The Political
Security Cabinet convenes this afternoon. Here’s where things stand.
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Flash Brief

- Lebanon ceasefire bleeds: Two - Death penalty trap: Legal experts
soldiers killed by Hezbollah call mandatory-hanging law a
explosives post-ceasefire; IDF designed provocation; Knesset
enforces Yellow Line, strikes source confirms intent to trigger
approaching operatives. See The High Court fight. See Inside Israel.
War Today. « Coalition at 51 seats: Smotrich

+ Hormuz standoff: IRGC fires on below threshold in every poll;
Indian tankers, declares strait opposition plans to offer Gantz
closed; Gerald Ford enters Red Sea; presidency to clear the field. See
U.S. prepares global tanker Inside Israel.
seizures. See The War Today. + EU Luxembourg Monday: First

- Hamas rejects disarmament: Board post-Orban foreign ministers
of Peace framework refused; first meeting; Suica names Association
direct U.S.-Hamas talks since Agreement suspension as an active
ceasefire produce no movement on tool. See Israel and the World.

Phase 2. See The War Today. + Security Cabinet today: Ministers

- Ben-Gvir constrained: Nine-justice convene this afternoon to assess
panel imposes interim restrictions Lebanon enforcement, Hormuz
on police appointments and public escalation, and Trump’s Wednesday
statements; May 3 negotiation deadline. See Developments to Watch.

deadline set. See Inside Israel.

B ELOW: why the IDF disclosed that the security cabinet repeatedly held

the military back from earlier Hezbollah operations — and what that ad-
mission means during a ceasefire Netanyahu didn’t choose, the death penalty
law engineered to lose at the High Court and win at the ballot box, and the EU
commissioner who called Association Agreement suspension Europe’s “tool”
48 hours before Luxembourg convenes.

Israel is operating on two active ceasefires, a rejected disarmament frame-
work, a coalition below survival threshold, and a European sanctions ma-
chine that convenes Monday — and is still, by every measurable military and
strategic indicator, in the strongest position it has held against the Iranian
axis in a generation. Iran has absorbed over $150 billion in assessed damage,
the IRGC seized control of the negotiating table because the civilian appa-
ratus has nothing left to offer, and the IDF assesses that without massive
Chinese intervention Tehran cannot reconstitute its missile arsenal for years.
Unfortunately, the regime clings to power and has cut its internet off from
its populace for over fifty days now. Hezbollah sits at roughly 40% of pre-war
strength. Lebanon is talking directly to Israel for the first time in the coun-
try’s history — over Hezbollah’s explicit objection, with Arab states quietly
urging Washington to finish the job. The ceasefires stopped short of decisive
outcomes, but the position from which Israel enters whatever comes next is
not the position of a country losing.
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The War Today

Lebanon Ceasefire Breaks on Contact as Two Soldiers Die in First 48 Hours

The ten-day Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire that Trump announced Thursday evening
and that took effect at midnight began unraveling within hours. Rocket and
missile warning sirens sounded in the Western Galilee at 2:07 a.m. Friday and
MDA reported a man in his mid-20s and a 17-year-old girl seriously wounded
near Karmiel in subsequent Hezbollah fire, along with a person moderately
wounded at an impact site in Nahariya. On Saturday the IDF struck multiple
Hezbollah sites in southern Lebanon where operatives had approached the
Yellow Line, conducting air, ground, and artillery fire the military described
as consistent with the ceasefire terms and authorized by the political echelon.
Warrant Officer (res.) Barak Kalfon z”, 48, of the 7056th Battalion in the 226th
Reserve Paratroopers Brigade, was killed Friday when an explosive device
detonated during a search operation in Jebbayn — three additional soldiers
were wounded. Master Sergeant (res.) Lidor Porat 2”1, 31, from Ashdod, of
Battalion 7106 in Regional Brigade 769, was killed when an engineering ve-
hicle drove over a Hezbollah-planted explosive device in IDF-controlled ter-
ritory. Nine soldiers were wounded, one seriously. A UNIFIL peacekeeper —
identified by French President Macron as a French soldier — was killed and
three others wounded when a patrol clearing ordnance near Ghanduriyah
came under small-arms fire from what UNIFIL assessed were non-state ac-
tors; Hezbollah denied involvement.

The IDF also disclosed explicitly that the security cabinet and Netanyahu
held the military back from initiating earlier major operations against Hezbol-
lah on multiple occasions, including in January during the Iranian protests.
Senior IDF sources expressed palpable frustration at the restraint. The mil-
itary assessed that Hezbollah has now lost an additional 1,700 fighters and
5,800 rocket launchers since the renewal of fighting — reducing the group’s
post-fall-2024 strength by approximately 60%, with over 1,800 operatives killed
during Operation Roaring Lion alone. The IDF described being surprised by
the weak performance of Iran’s proxies overall.

Trump wrote on Truth Social Friday that Israel is “prohibited from bomb-
ing Lebanon any longer,” a statement that prompted Israel to request White
House clarification. Separately, Hezbollah MP Hassan Fadlallah confirmed
that the group contacted Iranian leadership to report what it characterized as
Israeli ceasefire violations. An Iranian military official told Tasnim that Iran
had been prepared to launch an attack on Israel if the ceasefire had not been
reached, with missile launchers already at operational status. Hezbollah’s
deputy political council chief Mahmoud Qamati declared: “There will be no
return to what was before March 2nd, and the finger of resistance will remain
on the trigger.”

Northern Israeli mayors reacted with anger. Moshe Davidovich of the Fo-
rum of Front-Line Communities said agreements “signed in Washington” are
“paid in blood.” Metula Mayor David Azoulay said residents “feel betrayed
once again.” Merom HaGalil's Amit Sofer said the IDF “should be allowed to
win” and that a ceasefire was “a worse option for the north than continuing
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the complex war reality.” Opposition leaders piled on — Lapid called it a
government promise crashing into reality, Liberman called it an unbearable
cycle, Eisenkot said it was the third ceasefire “forced on us.” Even coalition
ministers fumed that they learned of the truce from Trump’s announcement,
not from Netanyahu.

ASSESSMENT

Two soldiers fell to Hezbollah-planted explosives inside IDF-controlled territory after
the ceasefire took effect. Rockets into the Galilee within two hours of the ceasefire’s
activation. A UNIFIL peacekeeper shot dead by Hezbollah. If this is a ceasefire, it
appears to be one in name only. The IDF’s operational stance — Yellow Line enforcement,
infrastructure dismantlement, indefinite deployment south of the Litani — is the
real policy, regardless of what Trump posted on Truth Social. Jerusalem’s request
for “clarification” of the “prohibited” statement is diplomatic code for we intend to
ignore it. The more consequential thing is the IDF’s admission that the security cabinet
repeatedly held the military back from earlier operations — a frustration the generals
clearly wanted on the record while the ceasefire gives them a platform to talk. Hezbollah
is down 60% of its post-2024 strength, has lost four consecutive sector commanders
in Bint Jbeil, and has had its southern infrastructure systematically razed. Iran’s pre-
ceasefire threat to attack Israel if no truce materialized confirms that Tehran understood
the trajectory. Whether that remnant reconstitutes or collapses depends entirely on
whether the ten-day window becomes permanent — and Qamati’s “finger on the trigger”
statement answers that question as clearly as Hezbollah ever will.

Hormuz Becomes a Two-Power Maritime Standoff as Iran Rejects Nuclear
Terms

Iran’s Khatam al-Anbiya joint military command declared Saturday that the
Strait of Hormuz is under “strict observation and control” by Iranian forces
and will remain so until the United States “ensures full freedom of navigation
for vessels traveling to and from Iran.” Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei’s
account posted on Telegram that Iran’s navy is prepared to inflict “new bit-
ter defeats” on its enemies. The IRGC launched drones with loudspeakers
toward ships in the Gulf of Oman declaring the strait closed to all traffic of any
nationality. At least two merchant vessels were fired upon while attempting
to cross the strait Saturday — the UK Maritime Trade Operations agency re-
ported that two IRGC-linked gunboats opened fire on a tanker approximately
20 nautical miles northeast of Oman without issuing a radio challenge. Both
targeted vessels were Indian-flagged. India summoned the Iranian ambas-
sador, with the Ministry of External Affairs calling the incident “serious.”

The U.S. military posture is escalating in parallel. The carrier USS Gerald
R. Ford transited the Suez Canal from the Mediterranean into the Red Sea,
accompanied by two destroyers. U.S. Central Command confirmed that 23
ships have complied with American direction to turn around since the block-
ade began. Washington is preparing to board and seize Iran-linked sanctioned
tankers in international waters across multiple regions globally — expanding
enforcement well beyond the Persian Gulf. Trump reportedly rejected a plan
to seize Iran’s Kharg Island — citing the risk of American forces becoming
easy targets. Russia has separately warned Iran of, in its security and intelli-
gence services’ assessment, a high likelihood of a U.S. ground attack.
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The uranium dispute has become more public than healthy. Iran’s Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Esmail Baghaeitold state media Friday that “the trans-
fer of uranium to the US has not been presented as an option” and described
Iran’s enriched uranium as “sacred” — while Trump told CBS that Iran has
“agreed to everything” and that “our people, together with the Iranians, are
going to work together to go get it.” Trump denied reports of $20 billion in
unfrozen assets, saying the U.S. would not pay “10 cents.” A Pakistani me-
diator said the second round of U.S.-Iran negotiations, previously expected
Monday, will not take place as scheduled. Pakistan is losing optimism about
further talks because Tehran refuses to compromise on enrichment. China
is considering whether or not to take Iran’s highly enriched uranium if both
Washington and Tehran agree. Trump warned Friday that he may end the
ceasefire unless a long-term agreement is reached by Wednesday and that
the U.S. would “start dropping bombs again” if no deal materializes.

The IRGC has consolidated control of Iran’s military and diplomatic appa-
ratus. Ahmad Vahidi, the IRGC commander, personally blocked the Iranian
delegation from compromising on enrichment or Hormuz at the Islamabad
talks, and multiple senior IRGC generals joined the negotiating team for up-
dates — a deeper IRGC role in diplomacy than before. Iranian messaging
has been internally contradictory. Foreign Minister Araqchi indicated the
strait was open to commercial vessels before the IRGC overrode him with
closure orders, and Iranian state media criticized Araqchi’s statement for giv-
ing Trump an opening to claim victory. Vice President Mohammad Reza Aref
said Iran seeks “the right to manage the Strait of Hormuz, whether through
negotiations or on the battlefield.”

The IDF assessed Friday that Iran has lost hundreds of billions of dollars
during the war — President Pezeshkian put the minimum at $150 billion,
with the IDF expecting substantial upward revision once the regime visits
all struck areas. The IDF quantified at least $25 billion in direct military dam-
age and $45 billion across the broader economy. Mojtaba Khamenei’s rule
is substantially less stable than his father’s: he is wounded, has made no
public statements, was chosen in rushed mid-war circumstances, and his
religious credentials were always considered less impressive. The IDF said
Iran retains between several hundred and 1,000 missiles, that without sub-
stantial Chinese assistance Iran cannot reconstitute thousands of missiles
for multiple years given strikes on over 2,600 military-industrial sites, but
that significant Chinese help could unpredictably accelerate recovery. U.S.
intelligence separately assessed that Iran retains roughly 40% of its pre-war
drone arsenal and 60% of its ballistic and cruise missile launchers, with over
100 systems recovered from buried caves and bunkers since the ceasefire
began.
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ASSESSMENT

The Strait of Hormuz now hosts two competing military postures occupying the same
waterway — U.S. blockade enforcement from the Gulf side, IRGC closure orders from
the Iranian side — and the gap between them narrowed to live fire on Saturday. The
IRGC shooting at Indian-flagged tankers without radio challenge is the operational fact.
Tehran’s Foreign Ministry talking about “sacred uranium” is the political performance.
The civilian diplomatic apparatus has been sidelined. Washington is now negotiating —
or failing to negotiate — with a military junta that has demonstrated willingness to fire
on commercial shipping and has publicly told its own foreign minister to stop talking.
The uranium dispute encapsulates the dysfunction. Trump says Iran agreed to hand it
over. Iran says the idea was never discussed. And a Pakistani mediator says both sides
agree in principle, and that China may or may not take the material if asked. These are
not positions converging toward a deal. Trump’s Wednesday deadline and his explicit
“start dropping bombs again” language suggest the White House understands the clock.
Whether the IRGC does — or whether Vahidi has decided that a controlled escalation at
Hormuz is preferable to a deal that strips Iran of its nuclear hedge — is the question that
has many people up too late at night.

Hamas Rejects Disarmament as Board of Peace Faces Its First Real Test

In an unsurprising move, Hamas rejected the Board of Peace’s demilitariza-
tion framework and accused high representative Nickolay Mladenov of bias
toward Israel, according to multiple sources. Mladenov responded by warn-
ing Hamas to accept the terms “or face a return to war.” In the first direct U.S.-
Hamas talks since the October 2025 ceasefire, senior Trump adviser Aryeh
Lightstone and Mladenov met Khalil al-Hayya in Cairo on Tuesday. A senior
Hamas source called the proposal “unbalanced,” arguing it “reduces the en-
tire process to a single clause — disarmament — while other commitments of
the first phase are postponed or pushed aside.” Lightstone had first met with
Netanyahu to secure Israel's commitment to full Phase 1 implementation,
with Israel agreeing to comply if Hamas commits to disarm.

Former Obama-era Ambassador Dan Shapiro said Hamas is unlikely to dis-
arm voluntarily and would do so only “under duress,” pointing to Qatar and
Turkey as the most viable pressure sources — the same parties that used their
leverage after the Doha strike to secure hostage releases. Former Trump Iran
envoy Elliott Abrams said Hamas leaders “obviously think a disarmed Hamas
isadying Hamas” and recommended preventing arms (duh) and money from
entering Hamas-controlled western Gaza while developing the Israeli-controlled
half. Alexander Gray, former NSC chief of staff, called the current strategy
“realistic” but offered no mechanism for the disarmament it depends on.

Kosovo’s parliament approved 89-0 a contribution of several dozen security
troops to the International Stabilization Force under the Board of Peace frame-
work. Defense Minister Ejup Magedonci said Kosovo is moving “from a secu-
rity consumer to a provider,” with troops tasked for humanitarian support,
demining, and security assistance. Indonesia, Albania, and Kazakhstan have
also committed forces, though the ISF has not yet deployed.
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ASSESSMENT

Hamas’s rejection is Hamas being Hamas — the organization exists to fight. Abrams’s
formulation is precise: a disarmed Hamas is an extinct Hamas, and its leadership
knows it. The Cairo meeting’s structure tells the story: Lightstone delivered the threat,
Miladenov carried the mechanism, al-Hayya responded by shifting the conversation to
Phase 1 complaints — a stalling tactic, not a negotiating position. The Phase 2 theory
of the case — that Hamas will disarm under diplomatic pressure backed by a warning
of resumed hostilities — is analytically empty. The ISF is assembling on paper (Kosovo’s
89-0vote is a measure of political willingness, not military capability), but the force has
no deployment timeline, no rules of engagement, and no opponent willing to be replaced.
The real leverage on Hamas runs through Qatar and Turkey, as Shapiro correctly
identifies, but the Iran war has consumed the diplomatic bandwidth that would be
required to activate it. What actually happens next depends on whether Wednesday’s
deadline for Iran produces a framework or a resumption — because a return to kinetic
operations against Iran would either unlock or permanently freeze Gaza’s Phase 2, and
no one in Cairo, Washington, or Jerusalem appears to have decided which.

Inside Israel
High Court Constrains Ben-Gvir but Declines the Fight He Wanted

The High Court ruled Thursday that National Security Minister Itamar Ben-
Gvir will remain in his post, imposing two interim orders and setting a May
3 deadline for negotiations with the attorney general. Senior police appoint-
ments at superintendent rank and above now require the commissioner’s
recommendation and seven days’ advance notice to the AG; the minister is
separately barred from public statements regarding police use of force. The
AG had requested four restrictions — the court adopted two and rejected the
others. Over government opposition, the court also ordered that draft ma-
terials from earlier failed negotiations be submitted for judicial review. Ben-
Gvir, through his attorney, responded that imposed restrictions eliminate the
basis for negotiations and that the court should instead issue a final ruling.

ASSESSMENT

The court imposed restrictions it could defend as procedural while declining the
confrontation Ben-Gvir was openly inviting. His demand for a final ruling shows
he understands the circumstances. He wants removal because he believes it would
be the bigger political gift. The May 3 deadline creates a negotiation window
neither side intends to use: Ben-Gvir because compliance weakens his brand, the AG
because half-measures ratify the catalog of behavior she documented across dozens of
incidents. This court knows that exercising the removal power hands the coalition a
constitutional crisis. The two adopted restrictions are mild enough that Ben-Gvir can
claim persecution without the court having to defend a genuinely radical act.

Knesset Passes Death Penalty for Terror, and the Critics Describe Oslo’s
Failure Without Knowing It

Speaking of Ben-Gvir, his party’s death penalty bill is back in the news. The
Knesset law passed last month mandates execution by hanging as the default
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sentence for deadly terror attacks prosecuted in military courts — the juris-
diction that governs Judea and Samaria because Israel has never been permit-
ted to exercise the sovereignty that would place these cases in civilian courts.
The law strips judicial discretion on sentencing, requires execution within
90 days, and removes the military commander’s commutation authority. A
separate provision extends capital punishment to anyone, including Israeli
citizens, who intentionally kills with the aim of denying the state’s existence.
Legal scholars including Prof. Yaniv Roznai and Prof. Amichai Cohen have
challenged the law as unconstitutional, arguing it violates the right to life and
equality under Basic Law: Human Dignity and Liberty. Opposition parties
and external activists have petitioned the High Court; the state must respond
by May 24.

ASSESSMENT

The critics call the law discriminatory because it applies through military courts that
try Palestinians rather than civilian courts that try Israelis. They are describing a
jurisdictional artifact of the Oslo framework — an arrangement that was supposed
to be temporary three decades ago, has been a corpse for most of them, and that
Israel’s political establishment has lacked the will to replace with the sovereignty that
would unify the system. If the objection is that military and civilian courts operate
under different rules, the answer is annexation and a single legal jurisdiction — not
abandoning deterrence because the interim architecture is incoherent. The substantive
case for the law is straightforward: terrorists who murder Israeli civilians currently
serve sentences denominated in years and then walk free in the next hostage swap,
which means the punishment is fictional and every prisoner exchange replenishes the
incentive structure that produces the next attack. The establishment’s long-standing
opposition to capital punishment is a policy preference formed in a different threat
environment, not a constitutional principle — and the establishment’s track record on
threat assessment since October 7 does not command the deference it once did. The law
will face a serious challenge at the High Court, and the constitutional questions are
real. But the critics who call it extreme should explain what they propose instead for
an enemy that celebrates its martyrs, pays salaries to their families, and treats Israeli
prison as a recruitment academy. The current system is not working. This law is an
answer. If it’s the wrong one, the people objecting have yet to offer a better one that
accounts for the world as it actually exists east of the Green Line.

Coalition Math Collapses as Polls Register Despair and an Opposition
Without a Leader

Multiple polls released this week place the governing coalition at 49-52 Knes-
set seats — well short of the 61-seat majority required to form a government
— while Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich’s Religious Zionism party fails to
cross the electoral threshold in every survey. Likud polls between 25 and 28
seats, down from functional dominance. The Zionist opposition reaches 57-
61 seats across surveys, with one Maariv poll finding it at exactly 61 without
Arab-party support — but no single opposition candidate exceeds 20 seats.
Bennett polls at 19-20. Eisenkot at 14-16, Lapid’s Yesh Atid has collapsed to
5-6. And Benny Gantz’s Blue and White sits at 1.7%, below the threshold. Op-
position leaders — Lapid, Liberman, Eisenkot, and Bennett — are reportedly
planning to offer Gantz the presidency in exchange for his exit from electoral
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politics, a consolidation move designed to clear the field for either Bennett
or Eisenkot to lead the bloc.

An Agam Institute/Hebrew University poll conducted April 9-10 found that
61% of Israelis oppose the Iran ceasefire, 76% believe negotiations will not
achieve stated war objectives, and 70% view the truce as an American con-
cession to Iran. The dominant emotion at the ceasefire’s start: despair (37%),
followed by confusion (18%), anger (16%), and fear (8%), Only 14% said hope.
Three-quarters expect fighting with Iran to resume within a year. Only 10%
called the war a significant success; 32% called it a failure. Separately, 75% of
Israelis assessed a high or very high likelihood that the threat will return. A
Channel 12 poll found 48% do not trust Trump to look out for Israel’s interests,
and 72% said the government has not done enough to support those hurt
financially by the war — a figure that reaches 50% even among coalition vot-
ers. Netanyahu'’s preferred-PM standing dropped from 40% to 34% during the
campaign. Independence Day celebrations have been reinstated and then
scrapped again in multiple cities, including in the south.

Only 4% of respondents in the Agam poll said the public receives reliable
information about the war. A further 36% said the public does not really
receive reliable information, and 35% said it receives none at all.

ASSESSMENT

The coalition’s 51-seat average is terminal math. Yet, there are some long months
between now and the elections. Smotrich below threshold in every poll means Religious
Zionism’s base is migrating to Bennett and Otzma Yehudit. No war rally materialized
because three-quarters of the country believes the war failed. The opposition’s problem is
the mirror image: 57-61 seats and no candidate who dominates. The Gantz presidency
gambit is a recognition that Blue and White at 1.7% is dead weight dragging the
opposition below the consolidation threshold. If Gantz accepts, Bennett or Eisenkot
inherits a viable path to 61. If he refuses, the bloc continues fragmenting into
competitive piles too small to govern. The 4% information-trust figure is the number
that should keep the Prime Minister’s Office awake — it means the government’s
strategic communications have collapsed during a war in which public support was
supposed to be the one asset the coalition could count on. Netanyahu’s drop from 40%
to 34% on preferred PM happened while he was running a war, which is the one context
in which Israeli prime ministers historically gain ground. The country does not believe
its leadership is adequate to the moment and that the political echelon still needs a post-
October-7th reckoning. And the polling does not yet identify who convincingly replaces
it.

Israel and the World

EU’s First Post-Orban Meeting Monday Tests Whether the Sanctions Veto
Is Truly Gone

EU member states will reintroduce proposals to sanction Israel when for-
eign ministers convene Monday in Luxembourg — the first such meeting
since Viktor Orban’s April 12 defeat to Peter Magyar’s Tisza Party removed the
Hungarian veto that had single-handedly blocked consensus action against
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Jerusalem. Dubravka Suica, the European Commissioner for the Mediterranean,
said that suspension of the EU-Israel Association Agreement remains an ac-
tive option: “Let’s see how the situation will evolve. I don’t say it’s a threat, but
this is our tool which we have at the moment.” A qualified-majority Council
vote to suspend the agreement — the trade pillar of the EU-Israel relationship
— would cost Israel approximately $1 billion annually. Suica noted that Ger-
many and the Czech Republic may still resist, alongside potential holdouts
she declined to name. Magyar has not articulated a detailed Israel position
but has committed to reversing Hungary’s withdrawal from the International
Criminal Court before the June 2 deadline — a move widely understood as his
entry credential for the “rule of law” track Brussels requires.

Suica described the EU as seeking to move “from payers to players” in the
region as she prepares to present her action plan for the Pact for the Mediter-
ranean. On PA funding, she was explicit: “They wouldn’t have survived with-
out our money, without our help. We think that if we invest in the Palestinian
Authority, we are, in fact, also helping Israel.” She acknowledged that peace
requires Hezbollah and Hamas disarmament and said “someone has to dis-
arm Hamas — it’s not us in Europe.” On the Strait of Hormuz, she said Europe
can sustain the disruption for a period — drawing energy from the U.S., Nor-
way, and Algeria — but warned it “will spill over, not only to Europe, not only
to the region, but also to the whole world,” while offering no indication of
European military involvement.

ASSESSMENT

Monday’s Luxembourg meeting is the first operational test of what replaces the Orban
veto, and the answer will determine whether the bilateral actions the brief has been
tracking — Italy’s defense suspension, France’s defense divorce, the UK’s Royal College
access cut — coalesce into coordinated EU-level policy or remain a collection of
national gestures disguised as strategy. Magyar’s ICC reversal before June 2 would
simultaneously restore Hungary’s membership in the court currently holding an active
arrest warrant for Netanyahu and signal to Brussels that Budapest is open for business
on the “rule of law” items the previous government blocked. The qualified-majority
threshold for Association Agreement suspension is high enough that Germany and
the Czech Republic can delay the vote — but not indefinitely, and Suica admitting
“this is our tool” is as close to a stated threat as Brussels issues without putting
it in writing. Her PA-funding remark — “they wouldn’t have survived without our
money” — is the institutional logic Jerusalem has rejected for decades. Europe pays for
Palestinian governance, considers that a contribution to Israeli security, and funds the
same institutions that operate the pay-for-slay architecture the brief has documented
extensively.

Briefly Noted

Frontline & Security

« Israel National News: IDF and Border Police concluded a week-long opera-
tion across Judea and Samaria that raided Hamas’s largest fundraising arm
in the territory — the “Islamic Charitable Society in Hebron” — arresting
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five senior members including its head, confiscating over 100,000 shekels
in terror funds, and seizing 12 weapons and drones across a simultane-
ous nine-village operation that detained 70+ suspects. Separately, a knife-
armed terrorist who infiltrated the community of Negohot was eliminated
by security forces. A Shin Bet-directed follow-up at his residence uncov-
ered weapons and equipment staged for future attacks.

The Jewish Chronicle: An Iranian-linked Islamist group, Harakat Ashab al-
Yamin al-Islamia, released video claiming to have launched drones carry-
ing “radioactive and cancer-causing material” toward the Israeli embassy
in London. Police closed Kensington Gardens and deployed officers in
protective equipment to assess discarded items found in the park. The
same group claimed responsibility for last month’s arson attack on Hatzola
ambulances in Golders Green and says it has entered its “second phase of
operations” — the embassy confirmed staff are safe and the building was
not attacked.

Ynet: Testimonies document systematic sexual exploitation by Hamas op-
eratives and affiliated charities targeting widows and displaced women in
Gaza — demanding sex in exchange for food parcels, aid vouchers, and
cash as small as 100 shekels, with internal complaints suppressed by Hamas
leadership. UNFPA data shows child marriages in Gaza have reversed a
decade of decline, with at least 400 girls aged 14-16 registered as married
in a four-month window in 2025 [which is what Hamas governance looks
like when the cameras are pointed at Israel instead].

Domestic & Law

The Jewish Chronicle: Four Border Police combat medics stationed near Beit
Horon in Judea and Samaria were sentenced to military prison for “harm-
ing religion and Judaism” after a religious NCO caught them barbecuing
on Shabbat — the sentence was reduced from three weeks to one after
protests from parents and opposition MKs. Democrats MK Gilad Kariv said
“Israel is not a halacha state”; the Border Police said the officers violated
standing directives and procedures.

Jerusalem Post: Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee chairman Boaz Bis-
muth called for a National Public Diplomacy Authority and a three-year
roadmap to restructure Israel’s strategic communications apparatus — cit-
ing a State Comptroller finding that 35+ government bodies conduct inter-
national activity without coordination. The op-ed landed the same week
that 4% of Israelis told pollsters they trust the information they receive
about the war. Which dovetails into The Fifty Year Front we published on
Friday.

Economy, Tech & Infrastructure
* Ynet: The dollar-shekel exchange rate hit 3.00 — the lowest since 1995 —

eroding Israeli export revenues by roughly a fifth in shekel terms while
R&D employment has contracted 6.5% and startups increasingly incor-
porate in Delaware rather than Tel Aviv. Israel Export Institute chairman
Avi Balashnikov called for an emergency government roundtable he first
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requested in February; two months and another 5% exchange-rate drop
later, the table remains empty.

Culture, Religion & Society

* The Jewish Chronicle: Lord Pickles, former IHRA chair, warned in a Yom
HaShoah address that British school participation in Holocaust Memorial
Day collapsed from over 2,000 secondary schools in 2023 to fewer than
900 in 2025 — a 60% drop he attributed to educators choosing avoidance
over discomfort. He described a post-witness world entering an age not of
ignorance but of indifference, where Al-generated content can fabricate
authoritative testimony at scale and the burden of memory shifts from
presence to proof.
Algemeiner: The Netherlands registered 867 Jew-hate incidents in 2025 —
virtually unchanged from 880 the prior year — with Jews comprising 0.3%
of the Dutch population but accounting for 26% of all discrimination cases.
National coordinator Eddo Verdoner said Jewish communal life now de-
pends on armed guards, surveillance cameras, and bulletproof glass — a
description of ambient threat, not episodic crisis.

Israel National News: Freed hostage Emily Damari described a small act
of resistance in captivity — after a Hamas guard shoved her friend Romi
Gonen, Damari coated the terrorist’s toothbrush with saliva, then watched
him brush that evening unaware. She shared the story publicly and en-
couraged its spread: “Maybe it’ll reach him today.”

Times of Israel: Weizmann Institute researchers used billions of yeast cells
—which share over 30% of their genetic ancestry with humans — to demon-
strate that organisms actively select mates at optimal genetic distances
and produce fitter offspring with preferred partners than with random
pairings. The research, published in Cell Reports, opens a path toward
identifying the genetic mechanism behind mate selection, with potential
applications in agriculture and livestock breeding.

Developments to Watch

Northern Front (Lebanon / Syria)

- Ceasefire clock expires ~April 28 — The ten-day Lebanon truce took effect
midnight Thursday; the window closes next week with no framework for
what follows and two soldiers already dead to Hezbollah-planted explo-
sives inside the zone. If no permanent deal materializes, the IDF’s stated
intent to remain south of the Litani indefinitely becomes the operative
policy — and Qamati’s “finger on the trigger” meets an army that has killed
four consecutive Bint Jbeil sector commanders. LIKELY TO ESCALATE

- White House invitation to Netanyahu and Aoun — Trump invited both
leaders for direct talks that would be the first between sitting Israeli and
Lebanese heads of state in history. Aoun refused a direct call with Ne-
tanyahu earlier this week; whether the White House format — and the
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leverage of a ceasefire that expires without one — changes Beirut’s calcu-
lation is the near-term diplomatic variable on this front.

« UNIFIL under fire, French casualty — A French UNIFIL peacekeeper was
killed and three wounded near Ghanduriyah in fire assessed as coming
from Hezbollah, which denied involvement. Macron’s response and whether
Paris uses the incident to demand a seat at the Lebanon negotiations —
which Israel has explicitly excluded France from — could complicate the
Washington track.

Regional Axis (Iran, Houthis, Militias)

+ Trump’s Wednesday deadline — Trump said he may end the ceasefire and
resume strikes unless a long-term agreement is reached by Wednesday;
the second round of U.S.-Iran talks has been postponed indefinitely, and
the IRGC has sidelined Iran’s civilian diplomatic apparatus entirely. The
gap between the deadline and the absence of a negotiating channel is the
most dangerous variable in the theater. LIKELY TO ESCALATE

Global tanker seizure campaign — Washington is preparing to board and

seize Iran-linked sanctioned tankers in international waters beyond the

Middle East, expanding enforcement from a regional blockade to a world-

wide asset-seizure operation. This targets Iran’s remaining revenue archi-

tecture at the same time the IDF estimates the regime has already absorbed
$150 billion-plus in war damage.

+ China uranium custodianship — China may accept Iran’s highly enriched
uranium if requested by both Washington and Tehran — a face-saving mech-
anism that neither side has to call a concession. Beijing’s willingness to
play custodian during an active Hormuz standoff is unconfirmed, but it
is the only visible off-ramp that addresses the uranium dispute without
requiring either side to capitulate.

+ India-Iran diplomatic rupture — India summoned the Iranian ambassador
after IRGC gunboats fired on two Indian-flagged tankers without radio chal-
lenge. India is Iran’s largest remaining oil customer and a critical eco-
nomic lifeline; a sustained Indian diplomatic rupture would accelerate the
fiscal collapse the regime cannot afford at $150 billion in assessed losses
and climbing.

Gaza & Southern Theater

« ISF deployment still undefined — Kosovo, Indonesia, Albania, and Kaza-
khstan have committed troops on paper, but no deployment date, rules of
engagement, or operational mandate has been finalized. The stabilization
force is assembling while the organization it is supposed to replace has
rejected the disarmament framework and shows no intention of being
replaced.

Diplomatic & Legal

« Magyar ICC reversal before June 2 — Hungary’s incoming PM has com-
mitted to reversing the Orban government’s withdrawal from the Interna-
tional Criminal Court before the June 2 deadline — restoring Hungary’s
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membership in the court holding an active arrest warrant for Netanyahu.
The reversal is Magyar’s cheapest rule-of-law credential for Brussels and
the single most consequential pending act for Israel’s European diplomatic
exposure.

Home Front & Politics

+ Political Security Cabinet convenes today — The cabinet meets Sunday
afternoon with Lebanon ceasefire enforcement, Iran escalation posture,
and the Hormuz standoff on the table. The meeting is the first formal
political-level session since the ceasefire took effect, Trump’s “prohibited”
statement, and the loss of two soldiers inside the zone — and it follows
the IDF’s public disclosure that the cabinet had repeatedly restrained the
military from earlier operations.

The gap between what Israelis feel and what the operational picture shows
is the defining feature of this moment. Thirty-seven percent of the country’s
dominant emotion is despair. 4% trust the information they receive. Inde-
pendence Day celebrations are being scrapped in cities that were never hit.
And yet: the adversary that swore to destroy Israel will not keep its internet
running (it’s too afraid of its own people), cannot field a negotiating team
its foreign minister controls, and cannot rebuild its missile program without
begging Beijing for help. Hezbollah has lost four consecutive sector comman-
ders in the same town. Lebanon is at the negotiating table. The Arab states
are leaning West. Yes, the trajectory underneath the noise is better than it
has been in decades. The strategic question has shifted from whether Israel
can survive the ring of fire to whether it can convert a position of genuine
strength into something durable. That is a better problem to have — and
the fact that it doesn’t feel like one is a failure of political leadership, not
of strategic reality.
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