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Gaza gets a 60‑day ultimatum, Iran turns Geneva into a clock
fight, and Beirut offers Hezbollah four months.

⋄ URIEL ZEHAVI

THE BOTTOM LINE Europe pursues fantasy simultaneously outsourcing se‑
curity needs to Israeli engineering while outsourcing moral posture to
activists. Spain’s procurement maneuver amounts to transparent punch‑
line: when missiles are needed, they’re purchased—just with pretense
enabling continued activist applause. This split—capability dependence
paired with political hostility—proves insidious. Italy’s “train police” offer
represents more dangerous variation: Europe desires constructive, low‑
risk Gaza roles, but policing weapon‑saturated strips without coercive
supremacy generates future hostage scenarios. Europe increasingly treats
Jewish visibility as disturbance while managing antisemitic harassment
as ambient noise. Israel should begin withholding—intelligence sharing,
technology, arms—until Europe demonstrates commitment protecting
Israelis and Jews as worthy of protection.
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Flash Brief

• Gaza Clock: Israel gives Hamas 60
days to surrender all weapons; war
returns if not.

• Yellow Line Contact: IDF identifies
infiltrator approaching troops; IAF
eliminates to remove immediate
threat.

• Rafah Cache: Troops locate
firearms, RPG, and explosive
device during tunnel activity near
the Yellow Line.

• Aid Abuse: Tobacco smuggling
attempt hidden in food shipment

triggers permit suspension and
cargo seizure.

• Northern Enforcement: IDF
eliminates Hezbollah operative in
Tallouseh tied to terror
rehabilitation and civilian
interface.

• Iran Talks: Geneva negotiations
resume as IRGC runs Hormuz drills
and Tehran rejects missile limits.

• Home Front Discipline: Bnei Brak
detainees released after riots; Chief
of Staff demands full enforcement.

The War Today
Gaza “Transition” Becomes A Countdown, Not A Handover
Israel’s “Phase II” Gaza architecture framesmovement while Hamas exploits
gaps. Contact‑zoneenforcement continues: troops eliminated a terrorist cross‑
ing theYellowLine in thenorth, andRafah forcesdiscoveredaHamasweapons
cache including firearms, an RPG rocket, and explosives during tunnel oper‑
ations. Jerusalem has reportedly launched a 60‑day disarmament deadline,
requiring Hamas to surrender all weapons—approximately 60,000 AK‑47s re‑
main in Gaza—or face renewed intensive military operations.

An International Stabilization Force is assembling around Indonesia, with
Morocco, Albania, and Greece participating. Deployments begin in spring,
scaling significantly by early summer. The stated mission covers ceasefire‑
line supervision and border issues, not disarmament or confrontation. Qatar
signals intent to become the largest reconstruction contributor, exceeding
the ~$1 billion‑per‑member model, explicitly to maximize leverage within
the “PeaceCouncil” framework andpreserveHamas’s functional governance.

Israeli authorities intercepted smugglingofhundredsof kilogramsof tobacco
disguised in “food” shipments through Kerem Shalom. The importing com‑
pany’s permit was immediately suspended—Israel noted tobacco represents
high‑margin black‑market inventory heavily taxed by Hamas.

mitzpe.org 3 © 2026 Mitzpe Institute



Israel Brief READER Mitzpe Institute

ASSESSMENT
The “transition” narrative abandons pretense of anything beyond a procurement
competition disguised as governance. Israel converts ceasefire branding into coercive
timeline—disarm within 60 days or military operations resume—while the parallel
international plan avoids actual disarmament. The Stabilization Force, as described,
risks becoming a physical barrier between Israel and enforcement action. Qatar’s
reconstruction spending strategy amounts to purchasing veto power through financial
dominance. If this 60‑day deadline carries weight, Israel cannot permit foreign bodies to
become legal obstacles freezing Israeli action while Hamas retains weapons and tunnel
networks.

“Four Months” Meets Tallouseh: Enforcement Sets The Tempo
The IDF eliminated a Hezbollah operative in Tallouseh described as a local
representative connecting theorganization to civilians regardingmilitary and
financial matters and seizing private assets. This continues weeks of elimi‑
nating operatives tied to Hezbollah terror infrastructure rehabilitation.

In Beirut, Lebanese officials acknowledged the next disarmament phase re‑
quires at least four months—extendable based on operational capability, Is‑
raeli strikes, and ground constraints—covering territory between the Litani
and Awali rivers after claiming first‑stage completion closer to the border.
Hezbollah’s secretary‑general attackeddisarmament focus as illegitimate, urg‑
ing officials to halt what he characterized as successive concessions to Israeli
demands. Lebanese officials intensified Washington engagement, urging Is‑
raeli restraint to prevent escalation.

ASSESSMENT
“Four months” represents either unrealistic operational planning or bureaucratic delay
tactics. Lebanon’s predictable strategy involves outsourcing friction to Washington:
restrain Israel to permit Hezbollah management. If Israel restrains, Hezbollah’s
reconstruction accelerates. If Hezbollah faces pressure, Lebanese sovereignty gains
opportunity beyond press conferences. Otherwise, “fourmonths” becomes the timeframe
for Hezbollah to rebuild sufficient capacity to demonstrate it was merely deferred, never
genuinely disarmed.

Inside Israel
Haredi Street Veto Expands From Draft Evasion To Public-Space Coercion
Ultra‑Orthodox anti‑draft unrest expanded beyond Bnei Brak into broader
disruption, with protesters blocking Jerusalem’s main entrance and High‑
way 38. Police dispersed the Highway 38 blockage after significant traffic
congestion. This followed Sunday’s Bnei Brak riots triggered by a false “draft
enforcement” alarmwhen two female IDF commanders arrived for awelfare
home visit. Footage showed pursuit, a flipped police vehicle, and continuing
mob pressure as police extracted soldiers. Mid‑20s arrests were reported,
with all detainees subsequently released. Police reported officer injuries and
promisedprosecutions, thoughenforcement claims remain statement‑heavy
with limited outcomes.
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Disorder continued: one day later, Bnei Brak experienced violent clashes tied
to an internal Haredi dispute against a breakaway Vizhnitz faction, involv‑
ing roadblocks, property damage, and attacks on police. Haredi communal
leverage extended into Arad’s main shopping mall, where tenants reported
pressure to removewomen’s images, altermannequins andmusic, and adopt
stricter “modesty” standards—prompting municipal warnings that gender‑
based erasure constitutes illegal discrimination threatening the city’s secular
character. Jerusalem police completed Ramadan operational preparations
with layered deployments and signaled approximately 10,000 entry permits
for Palestinian worshippers on Fridays, while emphasizing intelligence‑led
monitoring of online incitement and zero tolerance for rumor‑driven escala‑
tion.

ASSESSMENT
The pattern repeats across editions. Police releasing everyone to accommodate “com‑
munity sensitivities” under “de‑escalation” banners constitutes poor governance. The
Sunday motorcycle fire destroyed an officer’s religious items—the Israel Police replaced
them—yet burning religious objects under protest claims doesn’t honor Jewish tradition.
The state either governs consistently or it doesn’t. Draftmanagement permits sensitivity
without enabling enforcer‑hazard vetos disguised as “religious feeling.” Releasing
detainees signals that coercion succeeds.

Judicial Appointments And Military Neutrality Become Another Battlefield
The judicial‑reform confrontation intensified as the justice minister refused
confirming he would obey a High Court order to convene the Judicial Se‑
lection Committee, after the court issued a conditional order demanding
justification for year‑long refusal amid dozens of judiciary vacancies. Levin
characterized the committee as structurally biased against elected govern‑
ments, signaling the coalition intends to alter the High Court fundamentally
if it wins the next election.

Simultaneously, “keep the IDF outside politics” principle faces litigation in
dual directions: the High Court accepted a panel‑hearing request regarding
whether a political party can register as “The Reservists,” after a combat‑
reservist movement argued the label cynically appropriates reserve service,
misleads voters into unified reservist support, and underminesmilitary neu‑
trality. Separately, an IDF reservist who served as Nova festival security offi‑
cer facedMilitaryPolice questioning eightmonths after eliminating a terrorist—
despite commander approval—sparking complaints that the state treats fight‑
ers like suspects and signals hesitation to future rapid‑decision soldiers.
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ASSESSMENT
The judicial appointments standoff transcends “reform theory”—it represents func‑
tional failure with cascading effects: vacancies create delays, delays generate re‑
leases, releases fuel public cynicism, and cynicism amplifies court leverage. Levin’s
appointments‑ecosystem critique holds merit, though system dysfunction hands op‑
ponents maximum PR advantage and invites expanded court authority. Reserve
service faces politicization from multiple directions: politicians brand themselves as
“reservists,” while simultaneously the system signals actual reservists that battlefield
decisions face later investigative scrutiny. Soldiers require predictable backing for rule‑
compliant action and predictable accountability for violations—fast, professional, and
insulated from factional theater. The state currently combines politicized uniform
symbolism with legal uncertainty discouraging soldier initiative, while signaling
ministers that governance becomes court‑scheduling. The country cannot build needed
larger forces while teaching fighters that initiative brings subpoenas.

Israel and the World
Trump Sets A One-Month Clock As Iran Dares Him To Blink
U.S.–Iran nuclear talks resumed in Geneva under explicitly coercive framing:
Washington demands complete enrichment bans, removal of roughly 440
kg of highly enriched uranium to third countries, and ballistic‑missile con‑
straints, while signaling “maximum pressure 2.0” economics—including po‑
tential tariffs deterring Chinese Iranian oil purchases. Washington is simul‑
taneously thickening military posture: additional fighters move toward the
region, carrier movements tighten timeline, airborne surveillance assets re‑
deploy. Tehran offers “flexibility” where it matters least—stockpile handling
and dilution discussion—treatingmissiles and enrichment as non‑negotiable
while positioning the Strait of Hormuz as an escalation switch, underscored
by IRGC naval exercises framed as “enemy‑plan” counteraction readiness.
Regime messaging emphasizes carrier‑sinking fantasies and infrastructure‑
destruction boasts. Washington publicly reminds Tehran its leadership re‑
mains locatable in real time. Israel aligns posture with premises treating the
diplomatic lane as either force‑positioning cover or a “nuclear‑only” paper‑
outcome trap. Even distant states address Tehran as sanctions‑evasion and
maritime‑riskproblem—Indiamoves to seizeU.S.‑sanctioned Iran‑linked tankers
and increase maritime‑zone surveillance. Iranian officials press for rapid
sanctions relief while warning the U.S. exploits negotiations “for other pur‑
poses.”
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ASSESSMENT
Hormuz represents the leverage knife pressed against markets and Gulf capitals
manufacturing “de‑escalation” pressure on Washington—because energy‑price anxiety
and nervous allies move easier than hardened sites. The U.S. posture signals seriousness
primarily through expense: fighters, ISR, carriers, and extended rotations represent
outcome investment. Washington requires reminding that enrichment‑only deals
amount to self‑congratulation while leaving the real coercive instrument—missile
forces and rebuild pipelines—fully operational. Tehran projects fear rather than calm.
Israel’s interest remains straightforward: no “nuclear‑only” permission slip leaving
missile factories running then demanding Jerusalem accept consequences as “regional
stability.”

Spain Launders Procurement, Italy Offers Gaza Policing, Madrid Purges
Jews
Europe navigates fence‑sitting: practical Israeli defense‑capability reliance
continues amid institutional degradation into performative hostility. Italy
signaled readiness training new “Gaza police force” and broader Palestinian
police capability—positioning itself as stabilizing actor linked to the U.S.‑led
“Board of Peace” concept while insisting roles remain training and recon‑
struction supportwithoutGaza trooppresence. Rome indicated observer par‑
ticipation in the initiative despite earlier procedural objections regarding un‑
equal governance.

Spain, after suspending direct procurement of advanced anti‑tank missiles
as protest gesture, moves purchasing identical missile family through Eu‑
ropean wrapper—acquiring the European Spike variant (MELLS) produced
by consortiums where the Israeli manufacturer holds minority sharehold‑
ing, permitting Madrid “European components” claims while maintaining
Israeli‑derived capability and existing Spike‑inventory compatibility. Spain
produced additional clean case study of European institutional decay: three
elderly Jewishwomen—including aHolocaust survivor—faced “genocide” and
“baby killer” chanting in a state‑backed Madrid museum, with institutional
response removing the Jews for “disturbing visitors,” instructing them to con‑
ceal Jewish symbols and Israeli flags while leaving harassers present.

ASSESSMENT
Europe pursues fantasy simultaneously outsourcing security needs to Israeli engi‑
neering while outsourcing moral posture to activists. Spain’s procurement maneuver
amounts to transparent punchline: when missiles are needed, they’re purchased—just
with pretense enabling continued activist applause. This split—capability dependence
paired with political hostility—proves insidious. Italy’s “train police” offer represents
more dangerous variation: Europe desires constructive, low‑risk Gaza roles, but
policing weapon‑saturated strips without coercive supremacy generates future hostage
scenarios. Europe increasingly treats Jewish visibility as disturbance while managing
antisemitic harassment as ambient noise. Israel should begin withholding—intelligence
sharing, technology, arms—until Europe demonstrates commitment protecting Israelis
and Jews as worthy of protection.
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Briefly Noted
Frontline & Security
• European Parliament Syria Resolution: Passed 363–71 condemnation of
Turkey’s northern Syria posture citing destabilization and ISIS security
risks, paired with €620 million support package for 2026–27. Europe sig‑
nals disengagement from Erdogan’s “proxy‑zone” experiments—ISIS jail‑
breaks demonstrate why.

• KurdishSelf‑RuleCollapse:NortheasternSyriaKurdish self‑rule collapsed
under coordinatedpressure involvingDamascus‑alignedmilitias andTurkey,
with detention‑site instability enabling ISIS escapes and forcing coercive
“integration.”

Domestic & Law
• Smotrich‑ArabMKClash:FinanceMinister Smotrich clashedwith anArab
MK over Arab‑sector violence, demanding Arab political leaders accept
ownership and explicitly label Hamas terrorist organization. Opposition
wants state bearing all blame; Smotrich forcesuncomfortable local‑leadership
truths.

Economy, Tech & Infrastructure
• US Microreactor Air Transport: The US airlifted microreactor (without
fuel) on C‑17 from California to Utah demonstrating rapid‑deploy nuclear
power logistical viability for military and remote use. If scaling succeeds,
diesel convoys become optional—energy becomes battlefield advantage
favoring fastest deployers.

Culture, Religion & Society
• APA Psychology Association Recognition: Minority psychology associa‑
tions within the APA opposed recognizing Jewish psychologists’ group as
ethnic association, arguingmost Jews “identify as white” and framing Jew‑
hate as mere religious bias. Denying Jewish peoplehood and minority sta‑
tus precedes institutional hostility surprise.

• ReformUKAnti‑JewishPosts:ReformUKactivists face scrutiny over posts
minimizing Holocaust, degrading Jews, and boosting conspiracy content
alongside supporter calls banningkosher slaughter. Britain’s “anti‑extremism”
obsession stops at Jewish targets, transforming into “values debates” on
Jewish legal tolerance.

• Spike Lee NBA Appearance: Spike Lee wore Palestinian‑flag‑themed gear
to NBA All‑Star Game featuring Israeli player Deni Avdija’s first appear‑
ance, while Kyrie Irving wore Gaza‑journalist‑dedicated shirt. Converting
Jewish visibility into provocation positions Israeli athlete appearance as
“problem.”

• Essay on “Genocide” Libel:New essay argues the “genocide” libel spreads
because it functions as identity product, not evidence problem, suggesting
information battles require more than fact‑checking. References Rooted
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Truth: Israel’s CaseAgainst theDeniers approachingpropaganda‑lexicon lock‑
ing (“apartheid,” “genocide,” “colonialism”).

• MadridMuseumLegalAction:Madridmuseumfaces lawsuit after allegedly
removing three elderly Israeli women—including Holocaust survivor—for
wearing Jewish/Israeli symbols amid insult claims and being treated as
disturbance. Jew‑hate becomes “sensitivity”; Jews become escorted for
causing feelings.

Developments to Watch
Northern Front (Lebanon / Syria)
• Hezbollah Rebuild Cell Targeting Continues — IDF eliminated another
Hezbollah Tallouseh operative tied to infrastructure rehabilitation, elevat‑
ing weekly tallies.

• Lebanese “Restrain Israel” Push— Beirut presses Washington curbing Is‑
raeli strike enforcement following rebuild‑crewoperations. Lebanon seeks
quietwithout disarmament;WashingtonhesitationpermitsHezbollah cement‑
mixer resumption.

Gaza & Southern Theater
• Tunnel Destruction Gap Widens — Bibi acknowledged roughly 150 km
destroyed tunnels from estimated 500 km network. Under 60‑day clocks,
underground retains maneuver space Hamas exploits.

• AidChannel Integrity Test—Tobacco smuggling triggered immediate per‑
mit suspension, though broader questions concern whether additional
“dual‑use” cargo remains inside.

• Eitan APC Combat Integration — Eitan armored vehicle completed first
battalion‑level exercise with frontline reconnaissance unit following ex‑
tensive wartime use.

Regional Axis (Iran, Houthis, Militias)
• Carrier Geometry Tightens — USS Gerald R. Ford entered Mediterranean;
additional US F‑35s and tankers repositioned region‑ward.

• HormuzDrill AsMarket Lever— IRGC launched Strait of Hormuz live‑fire
exercises while Geneva negotiations resume. Tehran reminds oil markets
regarding choke‑point ownership—escalation through volatility.

• Missile Line Hardens — Iran reiterated missile limits non‑negotiable de‑
spite nuclear “flexibility” floating.

• US “Phase Two”Window— Trump publicly set one‑month timeline refer‑
encing prior strikes; senior officials hint patience thinning.

Home Front & Politics
• Reserve Reform Stress Test — Chief of Staff promised flexibility and sus‑
tainedhigh‑tempo2026operationswhile closing improvisedwartimeunits.
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• Bnei Brak Prosecution Barometer — Arrested rioters faced hours‑quick
release despite officer injuries and property destruction. Apparently no
lesson emerges here.

Closing Statement:

Hamas will seek headline‑level breach converting the 60‑day demand into
“impossible condition.”Hezbollahdecides absorbing steady rebuild‑operative
removal or sending “measured” reminder it still shoots. Tehran maintains
Hormuz andmissile rhetoric forcing everyone pleading for calm—sanctions
relief proves easier winning when oil traders sweat.
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