Mitzpe
Institute

Syaw nmd mna

Forensic intelligence for those who act.

READER EDITION January 7, 2026

ISRAEL BRIEF

Wednesday, January 7

Control tightens as Tehran flirts with preemption and Beirut
hides behind meetings.

< URIEL ZEHAVI

THE BOTTOM LINE The West’s problem involves two-tier enforcement and
quiet surrenders to ideological opponents. Israel's response proves
pragmatic: move capital, secure communities, harden narrative supply
chains. When city halls normalize intimidation, markets notice. When
media minimizes violence, parents notice. Israel understands deterrence
includes finance, technology, and education.

CLASSIFICATION Reader Edition
DISTRIBUTION Open - Free to share with attribution




Israel Brief READER Mitzpe Institute

IN THIS EDITION

Flash Brief . . . . . .. . ... ... .
The War Today . . . ... ... ... ... . .. ... ... ......

Lebanon Strikes Continue . . . . . . . .. . ... Lo
Rafah Stays Shut Until Hamas Gives Up The Last Hostage And Guns

A W W W W

Tehran Floats “Preemption” To Export Fear, Not Defend Iran . . . . . .

Inside Israel . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Jerusalem’s Perimeter Tightens As The World Tries To Call It
“Provocation” . . . . . . ... Lo e e e

(S IS N

Israel’s Societal Rifts Show Little Sign of Healing . . . . . . . . . . ..

a

Sovereignty Tightens From Birzeit To The Negev . . . . . . . . . . ..

Israel and the World . . . . . . . . . . ... .. ... ... ... ...

From Rabat To Damascus, Pragmatism Beats Process . . . . . . . . . .

o o O

Diaspora Rhetoric EscalatesRisk . . . . . . . ... .. ... ... ..

Briefly Noted . . . .. . .. . . . . . . ... ...
Frontline & Security . . . . . . . . . . . ..o L.

Domestic& Law . . . . . . . . . .. e e e e e e e e e e e e

NN NN

Culture, Religion & Society . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ...

DevelopmentstoWatch . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ......
Judea & Samaria . . . . . . . ..o e e e e e e e e e e e
Northern Front (Lebanon /Syria) . . . . . . . . . ... .. ... ...
Gaza & Southern Theater . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... ...
Regional Axis (Iran, Houthis, Militias) . . . . . . . . . . ... .. ..
Diplomatic& Legal . . . . . . . . . . . ..o 0oL

0 0 0 0 00 N N

Home Front & Politics . . . . . . . . . . . o v v v v v v v v et

mitzpe.org 2 © 2026 Mitzpe Institute



Israel Brief READER Mitzpe Institute

Flash Brief

» Northern Front: IDF strikes ¢ Jerusalem: E1 tender advances;
Hezbollah and Hamas Temple Mount prayer posture
infrastructure, targets rebuild hardens amid international
crews, prepares north-of-Litani vocabulary warfare.
package. - Diplomacy: Israel and Morocco

+ Gaza: Yellow Line remains sign 2026 work plan; Israel-Syria
enforced by fire; Rafah stays shut talks revived; Somaliland embassy
pending Ran Gvili’s return. announced.

- Iran: Regime signals preemptive - Home Front: Mayors warned to
logic, executes alleged Mossad prep for rapid emergency
asset, unrest persists amid token transition; serious operational
subsidies. accidents underline readiness

+ Judea & Samaria: Birzeit strain.

incitement gathering disrupted.

The War Today

Lebanon Strikes Continue

Israel struck Hezbollah and Hamas infrastructure across Lebanon following
civilian warnings, treating ceasefire understandings as conditional on pre-
venting military rebuilding. A follow-on strike in Kherbet Selem eliminated
two Hezbollah operatives engaged in reestablishing military infrastructure.
Beirut responded with timing complaints while Western channels signaled
they would attempt keeping Israeli targeting away from Lebanese state insti-
tutions.

ASSESSMENT

Israeli planning focuses on choking future capability rather than winning headlines.
Current operations target Hezbollah’s high-end production including drones and
precision-guided missile infrastructure, awaiting political authorization. Hezbollah
is expected attempting a “small” incident to reassert deterrence while outsiders freeze
Israel through process.

Rafah Stays Shut Until Hamas Gives Up The Last Hostage And Guns

An armed terrorist crossed the Yellow Line in southern Gaza and approached
IDF forces; the Air Force eliminated him as an immediate threat. Israel tied
the Rafah crossing to Ran Gvili’s remains return, maintaining it as a hard
condition alongside Hamas disarmament.
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ASSESSMENT

Rafah functions as a strategic valve for importing arms rather than humanitarian relief.
Hamas treats crossing restrictions as collective punishment declarations. The deeper
issue is that “phase changes” prove meaningless when the enemy maintains armed
terror brigades and rebuilds arsenals. Israel forces choosing between incompatible
fantasies: Gaza rebuilt under Hamas armed control, or Gaza rebuilt after Hamas
disarmament.

Tehran Floats “Preemption” To Export Fear, Not Defend Iran

Iran’s unrest continues widening with clashes openly targeting the regime
while pro-regime rallies chant slogans. The state executed an individual ac-
cused of Mossad-linked espionage funded through digital currency. Iran’s
security organs framed “objective signs of threat” as justification for “tar-
geted, decisive” action—language enabling first strikes rather than reactive
responses—while Tehran fixates on Venezuela precedents and tests whether
fear can be exported cheaply reasserting domestic control. Israel signals care-
fully avoiding misread escalation, yet Iranian leadership publicly dismisses
such assurances as deception with senior commanders warning intensified
rhetoric remains unanswered.

ASSESSMENT

Regimes discussing “preemption rights” draft alibis for aggression. Tehran’s problem
involves audiences no longer fearing it consistently enough, prompting dictators
compensating through repression and external diversion. They manufacture threat
narratives justifying either internal slaughter or external strikes triggering rally-
around-the-flag unity. For Israel, operational implications prove immediate: misread
signals become missiles. Tehran reads regional alignment with Israel as threats to
puncture, ideally through small regional fires dragging everyone into “process.”

Inside Israel
Jerusalem’s Perimeter Tightens As The World Tries To Call It “Provocation”

A new study describes near-continuous illegal Palestinian construction rings
in Area C around Jerusalem—tens of thousands of structures with dense civil-
ian cover eroding buffer space, complicating patrol geometry, and inviting
infiltration. The state cleared final procedural hurdles for E1, issuing tenders
for 3,401 units, moving the Jerusalem-Ma’ale Adumim corridor from plan-
ning to implementation. Netanyahu publicly backed Ben-Gvir’s push allow-
ing Jewish prayer on the Temple Mount, indicating Israel doesn’t view the
“status quo” as requiring “Jewish silence.”
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ASSESSMENT

The Palestinian encirclement around Jerusalem presents massive security risks, growing
incrementally through concrete slabs while officials debate responsibility. E1 represents
Israel finally acting like it partially understands that strategic depth around Jerusalem
requires operational implementation. Predictable international responses treat Jewish
construction as “obstacles” while characterizing illegal Arab construction as “organic
growth”—asymmetric vocabulary favoring those criticizing “irreversible facts” while
tolerating tens of thousands of violations from opposing sides.

Israel’s Societal Rifts Show Little Sign of Healing

Israel’s external credibility increasingly hinges on domestic state behavior.
In Jerusalem, anti-draft Haredi protests devolved into road-blocking, riots,
vandalism, bonfires, and journalist attacks. An Israeli Arab bus driver struck
pedestrians near protesters, killing a teenager—police investigate potential
intentionality. The IDF recorded its largest ever designated “Haredi” enlist-
ment day (537 including 230 combat) while extremist factions physically pre-
ventinduction. Opposition infrastructure consolidates as protest leaders from
judicial and hostage movements join Yair Golan’s party ahead of elections,
while Ayman Odeh calls for Arab party unity explicitly to unseat Netanyahu.
The state rebuilds force structure and economic resilience: the IDF revives
the 500th Armored Brigade as reserve formation under post-October 7lessons,
northern small businesses reopen in “smaller, survivable” models after pro-
longed evacuation, and the State Comptroller warned hospital protection re-
mains inadequate despite Iranian ballistic missile hits.

ASSESSMENT

Nothing projects weakness abroad faster than societies allowing one bloc treating
national duty as optional while setting cities ablaze defending exemption rackets. Not
“the Haredim” as people but extremist leadership calling enlistment “extermination”
while demanding budgets as ransom. That’s not piety. Tehran, Hezbollah, and
European NGO lawyers observe this turning Israel’s manpower mathematics into
domestic knife fights. Israel cannot afford coalitions negotiating service like luxury
add-ons; it needs default participation, real penalties for organized draft sabotage,
and protection for enlisted individuals from hostile communities. Israel should stop
claiming Haredi enlistment from those leaving Haredi communities—this involves
sociology, not statistics.

Sovereignty Tightens From Birzeit To The Negev

Police and IDF arrested 33illegal entrants from Judea and Samaria near Route

80 in the Negev. Security forces moved on incitement-linked gatherings at

Birzeit University, dispersing crowds and responding to rooftop rock attacks.
Home Front Command warned municipal leadership preparing possible im-
mediate emergency footing transitions, while two separate severe operational
accidents injured soldiers—one in northern Israel, one in southern Gaza—
underscoring sustained readiness imperatives even during quiet headline

periods.
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ASSESSMENT

Israel treats gray zomes like battlefields: track violators, arrest infiltrators, break
incitement gatherings before metastasizing into shooters, push home fronts into
preparedness rather than surprise. It lacks glamour but represents the difference between
safety and further terror attacks.

Israel and the World

From Rabat To Damascus, Pragmatism Beats Process

Israel advanced deliberately unflashy yet structurally significant diplomatic
movements redrawing regional operating space. Jerusalem and Rabat signed
joint military 2026 work plans deepening force-building, interoperability, and
strategic coordination five years after normalization. Israeli-Syrian talks re-
sumed in Paris under American mediation, producing real-time intelligence
“hotline” agreements and expanding parallel tracks into civilian domains—
energy, health, agriculture—while leaving hard problems for later (Israel’s
key terrain holds, demilitarization demands in southern Syria, foreign force
limits, Druze community guarantees). Israel formalized Somaliland recogni-
tion through first-ever foreign minister visits and mutual embassy commit-
ments, despite predictable backlash from Somalia, the African Union, and
the EU.

ASSESSMENT

Morocco locks western anchors with real military substance. Syria gains friction-
reduction without fantasy—a start, though situations remain dire for civilians. Expect
objections framed as “destabilization.” Reality proves quite opposite.

Diaspora Rhetoric Escalates Risk

External pressure on Jews and Israel migrates from institutions into daily
life. Surveys show large Jewish Israeli majorities feeling safer at home than
abroad, overwhelmingly supporting active Israeli overseas Jewish commu-
nity protection—host government pressure, emissaries, security coordina-
tion, funding. New York’s mayoral election prompted the Tel Aviv Stock Ex-
change courting New York-listed Israeli firms, explicitly offering safer regu-
latory and political harbors as municipal protections were rolled back. Teach-
ersreceived invitations rebuilding literacy about Judaism and the Jewish state
following October 7—quiet counter-weight to campus and media erosion.

ASSESSMENT

The West’s problem involves two-tier enforcement and quiet surrenders to ideological
opponents. Israel’s response proves pragmatic: move capital, secure communities,
harden narrative supply chains. When city halls normalize intimidation, markets
notice. When media minimizes violence, parents notice. Israel understands deterrence
includes finance, technology, and education.
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Briefly Noted

Frontline & Security

+ Atank-pressure malfunction during cement transfers at the Allenby Cross-
ing caused spills, with three Jordanian drivers sustaining minor injuries—
authorities coordinated investigations with Jordanian counterparts.

+ An anti-Israel group announced NYC protests targeting Nefesh B’Nefesh
and Israeli real-estate events, urging supporters mobilizing with flags, kef-
fiyehs, and noisemakers while organizers coordinate with law enforce-
ment under hostile administrations.

Domestic & Law

+ Four people were Kkilled in shootings within hours—three men in their
50s in Shefa-Amr and a 20-year-old medical student in Arara Banegev—
with ten suspects arrested in the Negev case amid ongoing blood-feud
dynamics.

Culture, Religion & Society

« U.S. Ambassador Mike Huckabee toured caves near Naale with family,
with grandchildren recovering ancient coins and 2nd-century artifacts from
Bar Kokhba-period hiding caves.

+ UK police admitted MPs weren’t informed that early intelligence indicated
“elements” planning arms and targeting Maccabi Tel Aviv fans, while fan
bans were sold as safety decisions, leaving Jewish communities absorbing
reputational shrapnel and risk.

« New NYPD data recorded more anti-Jewish hate-crime incidents in 2025
than for all other groups combined.

+ Spanish teams held EuroLeague games against Maccabi Tel Aviv without
spectators after anti-Israel activists threatened disruptions and police de-
clared matches high-risk—Europe continues rewarding intimidators, pun-
ishing Jews, then acting surprised when intimidation scales.

+ Spain’s leading newspaper described a respected U.S. judge as reputable
“despite” being Jewish, quietly editing the line following backlash, know-
ing it constituted bigotry without expecting notice.

Developments to Watch

Judea & Samaria
Birzeit Incitement Broken Early — Security forces dispersed incitement-linked
gatherings near Birzeit University, facing rooftop rock attacks.
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Northern Front (Lebanon / Syria)

Hezbollah Rebuild Crews Targeted Again — Two Hezbollah operatives were
eliminated in Kherbet Selem while reconstructing military infrastructure,
including engineering specialists.

North-of-Litani Strike Package Ready — IDF assessments indicate sustained
attacks on Hezbollah facilities north of the Litani are prepared, awaiting po-
litical authorization. Timing remains open; capability proves certain. Hezbol-
lah pursues “manageable” incident provocations before decisions are taken.
LIKELY TO ESCALATE

U.S.-Backed Syria Framework Floated — Washington proposed joint Israel-
U.S.-Syria command centers in Amman managing southern Syria demilita-
rization and IDF withdrawal mechanics.

Gaza & Southern Theater

Yellow Line Remains Live — A terrorist crossing the Yellow Line in south-
ern Gaza was eliminated approaching IDF forces, reinforcing buffer enforce-
ment through fire rather than warnings. Hamas probes here test frequent
gaps at minimal cost.

Regional Axis (Iran, Houthis, Militias)
Iran Executes, Then Signals Preemption — Tehran executed alleged Mossad-
linked operatives while defense bodies framed “objective threat indicators”

as decisive action justification. This represents rhetorical track-laying for first
strikes under regime-survival stress. LIKELY TO ESCALATE

Hormuz Watch Tightens — U.S. naval Strait of Hormuz surveillance contin-
ues, including P-8A activity, amid Iranian Venezuela-precedent fears. Sus-
tained monitoring compresses Iran’s decision windows, raising miscalcula-
tion risks. LIKELY TO ESCALATE

Diplomatic & Legal

Somaliland Moves From Symbol To Infrastructure — Israel’s foreign minis-
ter conducted first senior visits since recognition, emphasizing Berbera port
access near Yemen and reciprocal embassies. Expect accelerated backlash
campaigns framing recognition as “destabilization” as facts harden.

Azerbaijan Declines Gaza Force — Baku publicly ruled out participating in
Gaza stabilization frameworks, narrowing coalitions to states absorbing po-
litical and security blowback. The “international force” concept continues
thinning approaching reality.

Home Front & Politics

Emergency Readiness Warning Issued — Home Front Command convened
mayors nationwide, warning possible immediate emergency footing transi-
tions.
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Jerusalem Draft Protests Turn Violent — Anti-draft demonstrations escalated
into riots, journalist assaults, and fatal incidents currently under investiga-
tion.

The next inflection likely won't arrive as grand declarations but through mis-
read signals or “small” incidents spiraling. Hezbollah has incentives testing
Israel’s northern threshold before broader packages land. Tehran has incen-
tives manufacturing threat narratives and striking first believing regime sur-
vival hangs in balance.
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