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ERAEL isholding the lines—though, Hezbollah’s reply still hasn’t landed. Iran
is moving pieces in plain sight. Baghdad is suddenly pretending it hasn’t re-
ceived the message. Gaza stays enforcement-first, while the “day after” crowd
keeps building scaffolding that still can't lift a rifle.
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Here’s the situation in ninety seconds.

Flash Brief

Northern Front: Hezbollah
response remains pending as IDF
signals expanded readiness and
keeps striking operatives.

Iraq Theater: Strike warnings and
intelligence files hit Baghdad as
proxy disarmament talk accelerates
under pressure.

Iran: IRGC aerospace activity and
missile-cyber warnings stack as

strikes as Hamas tightens internal
control and delays the last return.

Day After: ISF recruitment widens
without combat mandate as Turkey
and others posture for roles
without responsibility.

Diaspora: Post-Bondi enforcement
moves spread as Jews remain the
test case for Western governance.

Home Front: Galatz closure fight

Tehran rehearses for another

and senior-IDF appointment
round.

friction signal institutional strain

+ Gaza: Yellow Line crossings under wartime load.

continue to trigger immediate

Below: how enforcement, mandates, and leadership friction shape the next
72-hour decision window.

Israel is still the only adult in the room, enforcing outcomes while adver-
saries and foreign capitals push process as a substitute for control. The north-
ern clock is ticking, Iraq is the pressure valve, Iran is the engine room, and
Gaza is the proof that rules still matter. What follows breaks down where
leverage is accumulating—and who is trying to spend it before it matures.

The War Today

Pressure Migrates to Iran’s Logistics

Near-daily enforcement against Hezbollah operatives in southern Lebanon,
open warnings from the Chief of Staff framing Iran as the war’s central driver,
and mounting indicators that escalation timing is no longer theoretical all
come together to show us the situation is still simmering—with luck it might
not boil over. Two separate IDF strikes in Yater eliminated Hezbollah oper-
atives engaged in active roles. Fresh reporting and released footage point to
the exposure—and abandonment—of a long-standing Iranian underground
logistics hub near Albukamal on the Syria-Iraq border, a key artery once used
to move advanced weapons toward Hezbollah. That exposure coincides with
U.S.-Israel coordination signals suggesting a widened campaign envelope,
including Iraqi theaters, and unusually severe warning messages delivered
to Baghdad regarding imminent strike risk. Hezbollah’s response to recent
senior losses has not yet materialized, but force posture, intelligence activity,
and political messaging all point to a compressed decision window rather
than de-escalation.
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ASSESSMENT

The north is a systemic stress test of Iran’s entire regional architecture. Israel is not
merely trading blows with Hezbollah—it is peeling back the connective tissue that allows
Tehran to regenerate pressure after each round. The Albukamal exposure matters less as
archaeology than as doctrine: buried logistics, civilian cover, and cross-border corridors
are now perishable assets. The warnings to Iraq, and Baghdad’s visible discomfort with
the scale of intelligence presented to it, suggest Israel is prepared to impose costs beyond
Lebanon if Iranian proxies continue to function as a single synchronized network.
Hezbollah’s delayed response is not restraint; it is calibration. When the reply comes,
it will be shaped by the understanding that the old rules—sanctuary depth, plausible
deniability, diplomatic delay—are collapsing.

Yellow Line Holds as Hamas Loses Control

In Gaza, the enforcement regime remains unchanged and unapologetic. IDF
forces continue to treat proximity to troops and the Yellow Line as hostile
acts, with multiple incidents over the past day ending in immediate airstrikes
after operatives crossed the boundary and approached forces. These engage-
ments have become near-daily since the ceasefire began, with dozens of op-
eratives eliminated under the rule-set. Hamas’s response has been coercive
inward rather than confrontational outward—tightening internal movement
through its Sahm unit and failing to deliver the last remaining fallen hostage,
Ran Gvili, 2”1, despite explicit obligations to do so. External actors continue
to widen “day after” frameworks and stabilization talk, but the battlefield
reality remains enforcement-first, denial-driven, and indifferent to optics.

ASSESSMENT

Israel has reduced the conflict to a single operational language Hamas cannot escape:
approach equals threat, rebuild equals violation, delay equals loss. The refusal—or
inability—to return the last captive’s remains is proof of Hamas’s collapsing internal
control and strategic bad faith. Every additional stabilization proposal that skirts
disarmament only reinforces Israel’s conclusion that enforcement is the only currency
that works. The danger is not escalation from Gaza; it is external pressure to suspend a
regime that is demonstrably degrading Hamas’s freedom of action.

Permits, Drones, and the Cost of Assumptions

The arrest of three Gazans in Rahat—initially mischaracterized as October 7
infiltrators but later clarified as pre-war permit holders who remained illegally—
highlighted a quieter vulnerability: internal access pathways that outlived
their original risk calculus. Simultaneously, sustained operations in north-
ern Samaria continue to seize weapons and drones, reinforcing that cheap
ISR and residual manpower remain the preferred tools for opening secondary
fronts. This reflects a system recalibrated after October 7 to treat access, move-
ment, and ambiguity as liabilities rather than conveniences.

ASSESSMENT

This is the unglamorous front. Borders fail first in the paperwork, not the trenches.
Permits granted under one strategic assumption become exposures under another, and
drones that look like toys become targeting assistants when left alone. Israel’s advantage
here is speed and willingness to correct publicly, even when narratives sting. The
alternative—protecting illusions to avoid friction—was tried. It failed catastrophically.
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Inside Israel
Authority Fractures as Gatekeepers, Ministers, and Public Collide

Bereaved October 7 families launched a coordinated protest push ahead of
a Knesset vote on a coalition-backed “political” investigative committee, ar-
guing the government is evading a real state inquiry. The Attorney General
issued a sharply critical opinion warning the proposed framework lacks in-
dependence and could paralyze truth-finding. Coalition figures attacked the
legal advisory system as a power center trying to preserve control. Defense
Minister Katz moved to shutter the IDF’s public-facing Army Radio by March
1, 2026—triggering threats of High Court petitions and claims of political
interference in media. Meanwhile, the IDF Chief of Staff publicly pressed
Katz to approve a delayed Navy commander appointment, putting an un-
usual civil-military rift on display as senior nominations remain stuck.

ASSESSMENT

Israel’s enemies do not need to “undermine democracy.” They just need Israel to spend
the war litigating who gets to define reality. Regardless of whoever might be correct,
when a cabinet fights the Attorney General over an inquiry, fights the press over a
military broadcaster, and fights the Chief of Staff over senior appointments, the country
projects fissures at the exact moment it needs coherence. The coalition’s instinct—to
prevent an unelected legal class from appointing and controlling every “independent”
mechanism—has a rational core. The Attorney General’s warning also lands on a real
problem: a committee designed by some of the very actors under review has problematic
optics.

From Mafia Bosses to Area A

Domestic order is tightening in fits and starts, and the line between “secu-
rity” and “public safety” keeps dissolving. A long-running Be’er Sheva trial
ended with the conviction of a major southern crime boss for orchestrat-
ing a revenge campaign that included murders and witness intimidation—
an explicit reminder that Israel’s internal order is contested not only by ter-
rorists but by mafia-style networks that target the state’s ability to prosecute.
In parallel, security officials warned of rising illegal Israeli entry into Area
A Palestinian Authority cities—some accidental, some reckless—creating re-
peat flashpoints that can trigger lynching scenarios and force emergency
extraction operations. And while Iran recruits assets and targets infrastruc-
ture, the domestic layer stays vulnerable to basic human weakness: a foreign
worker was indicted for photographing ports and infrastructure for an Ira-
nian handler in exchange for crypto payments.

mitzpe.org 5 © 2025 Mitzpe Institute



Israel Brief READER Mitzpe Institute

ASSESSMENT

Organized crime kills witnesses because it understands the state’s weak point is not
firepower; it is enforcement credibility. Area A “joyrides” are the same problem in
cwvilian form: individuals turning national security into a rescue-and-recovery chore.
And the Iran-crypto spy case is the modern version of “just doing a small favor"—the gig-
economyization of betrayal. None of these threats are existential alone. Together, they
create a society where authority becomes negotiable, and that is how a country loses
its edge without losing a battle. The fix is boring: punish criminal governance, harden
deterrence for reckless civilian behavior that drags soldiers into preventable crises, and
treat “I only took pictures” the way you'd treat “I only carried ammo.”

Bank Populism Tests Stability as Trust Runs Thin

Israel’s economic politics are drifting toward a familiar temptation: using
banks as a pressure-release valve for public anger in a high-interest envi-
ronment. An inter-ministerial team argued there is justification for taxing
banks’ “excess” profits driven by rate conditions and structural concentra-
tion, sketching a temporary, differential model pegged above an indexed
baseline—then punted the decision to elected officials. The Bank of Israel’s
representative issued a pointed minority position rejecting sectoral taxation
as distortionary and harmful to competition, with the Finance Ministry bud-
get division reportedly aligned against the move. The public will hear “make
banks pay.” Markets will hear “rules can change midstream.”

ASSESSMENT

Everyone loves taxing “the villains” until the bill arrives in mortgage spreads, credit
tightening, and investor math. Banks earned extraordinary returns in a rate spike—
that does not automatically justify turning the tax code into a pitchfork. Israel needs
competition reforms and disciplined supervision more than it needs headline taxes that
politicians can sell as “justice.” If the government wants to pick a fight, it should pick
one that builds capacity—competition, barriers to entry, regulatory streamlining—not
one that advertises fiscal improvisation that will give way to market volatility. A state
fighting on multiple fronts cannot afford to look fiscally impulsive.

Israel and the World

The West Hits Its Tripwire

The Bondi Beach massacre accelerated along-delayed reckoning across West-
ern capitals: antisemitism is no longer being managed as “speech,” but as
a security failure with body counts. Australia moved from condolences to
constraint—public admissions of failure, expanded police powers, proposed
bans on “globalize the intifada” incitement, gun-law tightening, and a federal
review of intelligence coordination—while mass memorials underscored a
public legitimacy crisis for leaders perceived as permissive. Parallel incidents
in London and Istanbul—menorah vandalism investigations, unchecked an-
tisemitic graffiti, and attacks on Jews heading to Hanukkah candle-lighting—
reinforced the same pattern: Jewish visibility itself has become a trigger. Ac-
tivist ecosystems exposed their own wiring. A U.S.-based group weaponized
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LGBTQ rhetoric to harass a rabbi on camera, underscoring how identity pol-
itics is being used to launder classic Jew-hatred under progressive branding.

ASSESSMENT

States are acting because permissiveness finally crossed a kinetic threshold and public
support calls for it. Don’t expect it to last. Bans on inciting slogans, protest-law reforms,
visa consequernces for hate preachers, and real police presence are the minimum viable
response—anything softer invites the next copycat.

From Flotillas to Freezes: Terror Pipelines Get Named

London moved toward sanctioning a prominent flotilla organizer with deep
ties to Hamas and Brotherhood-linked networks, signaling a shift from protest
tolerance to financial disruption of terror-adjacent infrastructure. Though
that’s not to say that Europe is heading in a better direction. Cultural and
municipal arenas continue to normalize antisemitic harassment—menorah
vandalism treated as a recurring nuisance, anti-Israel graffiti reappearing
unchecked—while activist groups coordinate mass rallies that support ter-
rorist entities. When states treat funding, media platforms, and front orga-
nizations as the story, pressure works; when they outsource clarity to NGOs
and councils, it doesn’t.

ASSESSMENT
Follow the money, not the slogans. Sanctions and asset freezes against organizers who
operationalize “solidarity” into logistics matter more than a thousand condemnations.
Israel should press allies to map and disrupt these pipelines—banks, charities, broad-
casters, and event organizers—while accepting that some European spaces will remain
performative.

Briefly Noted

Frontline & Security

* Ynetnews: Iran ramped up missile tests and IRGC drills, ran a nationwide
civilian alert exercise, and resumed explicit threats toward Israel while
admitting Israel’s missiles outperformed theirs in the last round. Tehran
is rebuilding volume, rehearsing domestic readiness, and trying to turn
“exercise season” into deterrence cover—exactly the window where mis-
calculation gets marketed as inevitability.

+ Jerusalem Post: Iran’s ballistic missile program is the primary near-term
threat, but exaggerated production claims can backfire and damage Israeli
credibility in Washington.

Diplomacy & Geopolitics
« Jerusalem Post: Iraq’s debate over disarming Iranian-backed militias in-
tensified as some factions signaled compliance while Kataib Hezbollah
openly refused, amid reports of external pressure and strike warnings that
Baghdad publicly denied. “State monopoly on force” is either real or it’s a
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joke—if Baghdad can’t collar its proxies, Iraq stays an Iranian forward base
with a flag.

Culture, Religion & Society

« Times of Israel: Pro-Israel influencers visiting Israel described sustained
death threats and “gas chamber” harassment online, but said the post-
Oct. 7 surge also produced wider audiences, more allies, and sharper Jew-
ish pride messaging. The information war is a manpower issue—these
creators are doing frontline narrative work the institutions outsourced,
and they’re doing it under threat.

+ JNS: A French court convicted a nanny for poisoning a Jewish family’s
food but dropped the hate-motive aggravating factor despite recorded anti-
Jew statements, limiting her sentence and leaving the motive fight to civil
proceedings. Europe keeps treating Jew-hate as an optional add-on—until
the sentence gets “doubled,” the deterrence stays halved.

Developments to Watch

Northern Front (Lebanon / Syria)

+ Delayed Hezbollah Response Window — Israeli assessments say Hezbol-
lah’s response to the reported killing of its chief of staff “has not yet come,”
even as strikes continue in southern Lebanon. A delayed reply usually
signals calibration, not restraint, and raises the odds of a sharper action.
LIKELY TO ESCALATE

- Strike Preparations Advance North — The IDF is in advanced preparation
stages for a possible expansion of the Lebanon campaign. When prepara-
tion language goes public, it’s usually because diplomatic time has already
been priced in—and found insufficient.

+ Syria-Lebanon Smuggling Persists — Reports indicate Hezbollah weapons-
smuggling networks remain active through Syria despite recent exposure
of logistics hubs.

Gaza & Southern Theater

+ Yellow Line Rule-Set Hardens — Near-daily incidents of operatives cross-
ing the Yellow Line and being struck continue, reinforcing that the cease-
fire has not softened IDF engagement criteria. The risk is not Gaza escala-
tion itself, but external pressure to halt a regime that is working.

- Shejaiya UAV Strike Signal — Gazan sources reported fatalities from an
Israeli UAV strike in eastern Gaza City. Targeted strikes inside dense neigh-
borhoods keep Hamas under denial pressure—though they invite renewed
lawfare narratives timed to Phase II diplomacy.
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Regional Axis (Iran, Houthis, Militias)

« Iraq Strike Warnings Circulate — Iraqi officials and militia leaders report-
edly received unusually severe warnings of potential Israeli strikes, along-
side delivery of a detailed intelligence file mapping proxy networks. Bagh-
dad’s public denials contrast with internal scrambling, a classic sign pres-
sure is landing.

+ IRGC Aerospace Activity Spikes — Western intelligence flagged synchro-
nized activity across Iranian missile, drone, and air-defense units, offi-

ciallylabeled as exercises. Scale and coordination suggest readiness signaling—

or cover for rapid force movement—rather than routine drills. LIKELY TO
ESCALATE

« Iran Cyber Pressure Builds — Israeli security warnings say Iran haslaunched
a renewed cyber campaign capable of causing significant damage. Cyber
escalation is Tehran’s cheapest pre-kinetic lever and often precedes or
substitutes for direct retaliation.

Iran Naval Signaling Expands — Iran dispatched naval vessels toward South
Africa under the banner of commercial escort missions. This is low-cost
flag-planting meant to signal reach and resilience as pressure mounts closer
to home. And, of course, there’s zero chance they hijack any other vessels.

Diplomatic & Legal
+ Trump-Netanyahu to Meet — Netanyahu and Trump are expected to dis-
cuss Gaza Phase II, Hezbollah disarmament, regional arms sales, and Ira-
nian strike options. When this many issues collide in one meeting, se-
quencing decisions—not statements—tend to follow. LIKELY TO ESCALATE

- ISF Shopping Widens — Reports say Greece is considering an engineer-
ing force for Gaza while the U.S. pressed Ethiopia on troop contributions,
even as Turkey claims readiness but blames Israel for blocking it. Force
inflation without disarmament authority increases friction with Israel’s
enforcement posture.

Home Front & Politics

- Haredi Integration Signal — The Chief of Staff publicly highlighted ultra-
Orthodox combat integration and expansion plans during a Hanukkah
ceremony.

Enforcement stays real, while “frameworks” keep arriving without a respon-
sible adult to manage them. Hezbollah timing, Iraqi proxy discipline, and
whether Tehran chooses cyber or kinetics as its next lever are the things we
are watching. Israel’s edge will not come from louder warnings. It will come
from refusing to trade control for choreography. If the enemy wants time,
make time expensive.
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