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Flash Brief
- Gaza / UNSC: Hamas rejects completes Israel’s largest wartime
disarmament and attempts to air-and-sea resupply operation.

engage U.S. envoys separately from

. + Manpower & Draft: IDF reports 600
Jerusalem’s framework.

career officers requesting early

+ North / Syria: Israeli Air Force retirement; High Court mandates
targets Hamas positions in Ain criminal enforcement against
al-Hilweh and Hezbollah operatives Haredi draft evaders within 45 days.

across southern Lebanon; military
leadership tours positions inside
Syria as Washington distances itself
from Lebanese army command.

¢ Iran: U.S. and European nations
present IAEA resolution
demanding access to Fordo and
Natanz facilities; Tehran threatens

- Smuggling Front: Twelve to “review” cooperation.
individuals arrested, including five
IDF soldiers, for trafficking RPGs,
explosives, and rifles from Syria
into Israel for criminal
organizations.

Logistics Airlift: The 1,000th
“Challenge Accepted” aircraft

+ Saudi Package: Trump and MBS
announce defense pact, nuclear
cooperation, and F-35 sale
comparable to Israel’s inventory,
without normalization conditions.

The War Today

Hamas Courts Washington as It Rebuilds Under Israel’s Guns

Following UN Security Council approval of Trump’s Gaza plan, Hamas po-
sitioned itself to reframe the agreement. The organization’s Istanbul-based
leadership prepared to meet U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff and present a “practi-
cal implementation” removing enforcement mechanisms—demanding total
IDF withdrawal, reconstruction funding without disarmament obligations,
and a new governing structure it could control.

Hamas publicly rejected disarmament requirements as “unacceptable,” claim-
ing such commitments were never negotiated. The group continues weapons
accumulation, delaying hostage returns, and monitoring polling indicating
most Gazans oppose disarmament. Israel maintained stabilization efforts,
delivering 140,000 winter tarps and completing winter preparations while
operations continued in Rafah and eastern Gaza.
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ASSESSMENT

The diplomatic narrative obscures operational reality. Hamas signals a core strategy:
engage Washington sufficiently to forestall enforcement while entrenching control west
of the Yellow Line. The envoy meeting represents an attempt to convert UNSC Resolution
2803 into another process-focused agreement rather than enforceable mandate. The IDF
remains the sole actor dismantling tunnels, eliminating infiltrators, and sustaining
civilian logistics. Without treating disarmament as a binding condition, Hamas will
convert this diplomatic window into legitimacy, resources, and consolidation time.

Israel Expands Strike Envelope in Lebanon as Smuggling War Erupts on
Syrian Border

Israel broadened its northern operations, targeting Hezbollah operatives in
At Tiri, Bint Jbeil, and Blida involved in rebuilding forward positions and
gathering intelligence on IDF forces. The IDF’s Arabic-language spokesman
announced additional strikes against structures in Deir Kifa and Shukhour,
targeting infrastructure for Hezbollah’s attempted reestablishment of launch
capabilities south of the Litani River.

A precision strike hit a Hamas training facility inside Ain al-Hilweh—the first
publicly acknowledged Israeli operation against Hamas’s Lebanon branch
since the ceasefire arrangement. Simultaneously, authorities uncovered a
weapons-smuggling network on the Syrian border: twelve suspects, includ-
ing five IDF soldiers, were arrested for crossing into Syria, acquiring RPGs,
explosives, and rifles, and distributing them to criminal networks within Is-
rael. IDF units continue operating up to 15 kilometers inside southern Syria
to intercept weapons destined for Hezbollah and Israeli Arab criminal orga-
nizations.

ASSESSMENT

Two convergent dynamics emerged: Hezbollah’s infrastructure reconstruction and
Israel’s own internal disciplinary failure. The expanded strike list—from Hamas assets
in Ain al-Hilweh to Hezbollah positions across three villages—demonstrates Israel’s
unilateral enforcement of UN Resolution 1701 before the U.S. 60-day timeline expires.
However, the smuggling network exposes an internal vulnerability: a small number of
Israeli soldiers willing to move weapons from Syria into Israel for profit, compromising
the system maintaining northern stability. Both fronts require simultaneous attention,
as Iran’s strategic approach extends across and within borders.

Inside Israel

Courts Order Enforcement as the Army Hemorrhages Officers

At a Knesset hearing, IDF Personnel Administration revealed that 600 career
soldiers—including senior officers—requested early retirement, many retained
only because “no replacements” exist. The military requires 12,000 additional
soldiers to stabilize force structure, yet 17,000 draft evaders remain unpros-
ecuted and an extensive legal system continues engineering fraudulent ex-
emptions.
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The High Courtissued an absolute directive: the government must commence
real criminal proceedings against Haredi draft evaders and submit an en-
forcement plan within 45 days. The ruling prohibits bypass funding, man-
dates equivalent criminal enforcement, and characterizes the state’s current
approach as “a near-total abandonment” of legal responsibilities.

ASSESSMENT

This transcends policy disagreement; it constitutes a national security vulnerability.
A military engaged in multi-front conflicts cannot accommodate the departure of
hundreds of trained officers while one population segment remains structurally exempt
and occasionally violently resistant. The Court’s directive represents a mechanism Israel
has avoided activating for 20 years. Compliance initiates systemic healing; continued
evasion fractures IDF readiness already strained by three years of continuous operations.
The upcoming 45 days test whether Israel maintains a citizen-inclusive military or
delegates wars to an exhausted minority.

Accountability Wars: Sde Teiman, Oct 7, and a Government in Its Own
Mirror

Justice Minister Yariv Levin appointed retired judge Yosef Ben-Hamo to over-
see the Sde Teiman leak investigation after the High Court rejected his initial
selection, requiring the new overseer demonstrate political independence,
senior experience, and criminal law expertise. Civil service professionals
protested that Ben-Hamo fails the “senior” requirement, alleging Levin at-
tempted to appoint a favorable auditor while former Military Advocate Gen-
eral Yifat Tomer-Yerushalmi faces examination for authorizing and conceal-
ing the leak.

Concurrently, the government advances a self-appointed October 7 investiga-
tive committee. Military censors revealed the identity of the Southern Com-
mand intelligence officer who dismissed Hamas’s “Wall of Jericho” invasion
plan as a routine drill—subsequently removed not for the intelligence failure
but for an improper relationship during wartime.

ASSESSMENT

Israel’s accountability framework requires reconstruction. This involves public trust
restoration and prevention of future intelligence failures. Whether through judicial,
governmental, or public pressure mechanisms, substantive inquiry will occur—and
delays intensify eventual judgment severity.

Jerusalem Moves East as Judea-Samaria Ignites

Following the Gush Etzion murder of Aharon Cohen z”l—involving ramming,
stabbing, explosives in a vehicle, and public praise from the perpetrator’s
father—Jerusalem designated the interior as combat territory and the east-
ernregion as the next operational priority. A senior governmental delegation
toured the Jordan Valley and Arava to finalize a five-year expansion strategy
encompassing settlement development, security infrastructure, and connec-
tivity along Israel’s longest frontier.
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The team, directed by Defense Ministry Director General Amir Baram and
Prime Minister’s Office Director General Drorit Steinmetz, characterized east-
ern border hardening as a “top national-Zionist mission,” directly connect-
ing boundary security to Iran’s efforts to weaponize Judea and Samaria. The
framework pairs security architecture with population expansion—employment,
transportation, agriculture, and healthcare—to establish permanent Israeli
presence throughout the corridor.

ASSESSMENT

Israel confronts a dual reality. Judea and Samaria functions as an active combat
zone, and Iran’s southward trajectory makes the Jordan Valley the next strategic
hinge. Developing the eastern region provides territorial depth, strategic deterrence,
and demographic consolidation at Israel’s thinnest frontier point where adversary
ambitions concentrate. The Gush Etzion attack—and the perpetrator’s father’s televised
declaration—illustrates the cultural environment Israel addresses: ideological commit-
ment to violence rather than grievance-based dispute. Securing the Jordan corridor
while stabilizing interior regions prevents Tehran from linking these operational
theaters.

Israel and the World

Nuclear Obstruction Meets Israeli Export Acceleration

Iran returns to the IAEA agenda: the United States, United Kingdom, France,
and Germany introduced a Board of Governors resolution demanding Tehran
restore access to Fordo, Natanz, and additional facilities damaged in June,
deliver overdue enriched-uranium stockpile data, and comply with NPT obli-
gations. Tehran responds predictably: denial of undeclared enrichment, dis-
missal of evidence, and conditional threats regarding “hostile” Vienna deci-
sions affecting future cooperation.

Concurrently, Israel accelerates defense export policy. The Defense Ministry
approved comprehensive export control reforms: streamlined licensing for
most unclassified systems, expanded country exemption lists, eventual clas-
sified equipment exemptions for trusted allies, reinforced centralized oversight—
with explicit objectives of expanding market penetration as global demand

for battlefield-proven systems increases.

ASSESSMENT

The contrast illustrates divergent approaches: Iran exploits the IAEA as protective
cover while rebuilding underground; Israel leverages the Defense Ministry to distribute
technology to legally-compliant states. If Vienna enforcement mechanisms finally
activate, kinetic options—Israeli and U.S. strike packages—remain the enforcement
mechanism. Jerusalem’s current strategy consolidates deterrence’s second component:
a strengthened defense-industrial network linking small democracies positioned to
support Israel during future “Pickaxe Mountain” contingencies. Expanding Iranian
obstruction increases Israeli technology value to states recognizing enrichment trajecto-
ries’ implications.
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Saudi Jets, Thin Conditions, and a UAE Warning Label

In Washington, Trump and Mohammed bin Salman unveiled a package previ-
ously considered impossible: a U.S.-Saudi defense agreement “agreed,” civil
nuclear cooperation “on the runway,” a promised trillion-dollar Saudi investment—
featuring a commitment to sell Riyadh advanced F-35 aircraft Trump charac-
terized as “pretty similar” to Israel’s Adir variant. The arrangement contains

no normalization preconditions; Saudi officials claim they “separated” air-
craft and nuclear components from Palestinian issues, while MBS reiterates
familiar language regarding “clear path” two-state solutions.

Jerusalem’s Air Force and General Staff submitted formal documentation warn-
ing that transferring fifth-generation stealth capability to another Middle East-
ern air force—particularly one developing Chinese partnerships—risks erod-
ing Israel’s qualitative military advantage and compromising exclusive long-
range strike capabilities. From Abu Dhabi, Dr. Ali Rashid Al Nuaimi addressed
the Knesset advocating alternate positioning: leverage Abraham Accords as
coalitions against Muslim Brotherhood and jihadist movements, expand part-
nership networks, and construct “narrative of peace” transcending documents.

ASSESSMENT

Strategic architecture shifts fundamentally. Original Abraham logic positioned nor-
malization as prerequisite for advanced weapons and advantages. Trump and MBS
inverted this sequence—Saudi Arabia receives jets, status, pacts, and chips presently,
with vague “normalization pathways” deferred. This benefits Washington’s investment
calculations while creating complications for Israel’s stealth aviation dominance.
Israel must pursue dual-track responses: implement rigid technical safeguards—code-
base segregation, integration asymmetries, operational restrictions—and strengthen
partnerships with genuinely aligned states like the UAE recognizing Muslim Brother-
hood common threats. Israel cannot afford diplomatic passivity regarding American
intentions versus operational realities.

Where Europe Protects Jews—and Where It Doesn’t

Austria undertakes discrete, unpopular initiatives: ORF’s director-general seeks
Israel’s inclusion in Vienna’s Eurovision hosting while pressuring broadcast-
ers toward compromise before EBU December voting, despite boycott threats
from Iceland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Slovenia, and Spain. In France, a Ver-
sailles appeals court reduced sentences for Muslim teenagers participating
in the 2024 antisemitic gang rape of a 12-year-old Jewish girl—convicted for
attacking her because of religion, imposing sexual acts, demanding religious
conversion, and using slurs—citing “reintegration preparation” requirements.
In Britain, a Dutch official report contradicted West Midlands Police asser-
tions regarding Maccabi Tel Aviv fans constituting a 600-person hooligan con-
tingent in Amsterdam: the documentation characterizes Maccabi support-
ers as lacking “violent reputation,” identifies them as “confrontation targets,”
documents only ten Israeli arrests among 59 total—during what regional courts
recognized as organized “Jew hunt” scheduled around Kristallnacht commem-
oration. UK parliamentarians from both major parties demand transparency
and suggest independent investigation into Jewish/Israeli fan exclusion from
Villa Park premises based on “safety” rationales.
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ASSESSMENT

Europe’s simultaneous Israeli defense-system purchases and anti-Iran rhetoric contrast
sharply with Jewish resident treatment. Israel and diaspora communities should
designate ORF and Amsterdam authorities as strategic partners rather than peripheral
actors, employing their documents and determinations as leverage against police
forces, universities, and courts masking antisemitic violence beneath phrases like
“public order” and “reintegration.” Failure to establish this distinction presently queues
subsequent “Jew hunts” and lenient judicial outcomes.

Briefly Noted
Diplomacy & Geopolitics

« Iran’s Execution Rate: Iran executed “atleast 1,286 people” this year—highest
levels since 1988—employing hangings to suppress dissent through fabri-
cated murder and drug allegations. The acceleration demonstrates regime
reliance on domestic terror when confronting external pressure.

- Witkoff-Hamas Meeting Cancellation: Reported U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff
and Hamas leader Khalil al-Hayya meeting was canceled following Israeli
pressure. Jerusalem signals unwillingness to tolerate American direct en-
gagement with terror factions refusing disarmament and celebrating Oc-
tober 7 operations.

Eastern Libya-UN Coordination: Eastern Libya suspended UN mission co-
operation after Qatar and UNDP executed political-funding arrangements
without local authority consultation, illustrating Qatar’s ongoing Islamist
influence laundering through UN mechanisms.

Gaza-South Africa Flight Facilitation: An Al-Majd company representative
claimed to facilitate Gaza-to-South Africa evacuation flights purportedly
for humanitarian purposes while declining to disclose financing sources,
organizational identity, or connections to an Israeli-Estonian company founder.

Domestic & Law

- Hostage Families Forum Strategy: The organization may discontinue weekly
Saturday demonstrations, redirecting resources toward targeted advocacy
for three murdered hostages remaining in Gaza.

+ Bedouin Educational Success: A Negev Bedouin leadership preparatory
school opened expanded facilities, doubling enrollment while achieving
92% matriculation completion and zero dropout rates—demonstrating in-
stitutional excellence effectiveness for integration initiatives.

Culture, Religion & Society

+ Antisemitism Envoy Controversy: Eighteen House Democrats urged Sen-
ate rejection of Trump’s antisemitism envoy nominee Rabbi Yehuda Kaploun,
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citing partisan rhetoric and personal controversies, transforming the po-
sition into political proxy conflict rather than united antisemitism opposi-
tion.

+ Dreyfus Posthumous Promotion: France elevated Alfred Dreyfus to brigadier
general rank, 130 years following his false treason conviction motivated by
antisemitism.

+ CUNY Interfaith Event Disruption: During a City University interfaith pro-
gram, an imam denounced a Jewish speaker regarding Gaza, praised sharia-
based amputations and executions, and coordinated 100 Muslim student
departure. CUNY continues demonstrating that antisemitism functions
as parallel political culture that administrators cannot contain and fre-
quently decline confronting.

Developments to Watch

Judea & Samaria

 Martyr Culture After Gush Etzion - Following Aharon Cohen z”I's mur-
der, the perpetrator’s father publicly declared his life’s ambition was be-
coming “father of a martyr” on Palestinian television, while the IDF exe-
cutes broad arrest operations around Beit Omar. This reward system for
violence predicts escalating ramming-stabbing incidents at checkpoints.
Likely escalation trend.

Northern Front (Lebanon / Syria)

+ Coordinated Strike Wave in Southern Lebanon - The IDF executes sequen-
tial operations across multiple southern Lebanese communities after civil-
ian evacuation warnings for Hezbollah-linked structures. Current patterns
resemble preparation for the brief, intensive air campaign military recom-
mendations suggest. Likely escalation trend.

+ US Pressure on Lebanese Army Command - Washington canceled the
Lebanese Army commander’s visit, signaling disappointment with Beirut’s
failure implementing meaningful Hezbollah dismantling and southern se-
curity measures. Thinning American patience combined with active Is-
raeli operations undermines the fiction of neutral Lebanese state compli-
ance with Resolution 1701.

- Syrian Gas Development Expansion - ConocoPhillips finalized agreements
to restart and expand Syrian gas production targeting five million cubic
meters daily with new field development within three years. Strengthened
Syrian economic capacity and Western corporate involvement will con-
strain Israel’s operational flexibility along the corridor Iran maintains as
primary weapons-transit route.
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Gaza & Southern Theater

* Yellow Line Violations Meet Pro-Hamas Sentiment - IDF forces eliminated
two additional terrorists crossing the Yellow Line in northern Gaza—one
during IED placement—while artillery struck Al-Tufah targets. Simultane-
ously, polling indicates Gaza and Judea-Samaria Arab majorities support
October 7 operations and oppose Hamas disarmament—a dangerous com-
bination of intent and capability proximity. Likely escalation trend.

- Deepening Rafah Offensive - The IDF continues explosive demolition of
booby-trapped structures in eastern Gaza City while striking Rafah despite
diplomatic “ceasefire architecture” rhetoric.

Regional Axis (Iran, Houthis, Militias)

+ IAEA Resolution Vote Anticipation - The IAEA Board will vote on strength-
ened resolution language demanding Iranian restoration of access to dam-
aged Fordo and Natanz facilities and uranium stockpile data submission;
Tehran threatens “cooperation review” if Vienna “hostile” actions occur.
Expect Iranian obstruction in diplomatic venues to drive Israeli and U.S.
return to kinetic solutions everyone assumes superseded. Likely escalation
trend.

Diplomatic & Legal

* Trump Plan Implementation Gaps - Behind UNSC 2803 announcements,
no nation commits troops to Gaza or substantial reconstruction funding,
including Saudi leadership. Qatar maintains Trump engagement while us-
ing Al Jazeera reinforcing Hamas resistance; Arab capitals publicly con-
gratulate the resolution while privately undermining American enforce-
ment, leaving the IDF as sole stabilization actor west of the Yellow Line.
Likely escalation trend.

- U.S.-Hamas Channel Volatility - Contradictory reports and subsequent
denials regarding Witkoff-al-Hayya meetings demonstrate Washington test-
ing and retreating from direct Hamas engagement following Jerusalem
opposition. This sequence signals Hamas that pressure produces results
and U.S. channels remain exploitable despite fragility.

Home Front & Politics

- Haredi Draft Enforcement Crisis - Haredi protests increasingly target MK
residences in Ashdod concurrent with High Court mandates for govern-
ment enforcement policy development within 45 days and real criminal
case initiation. The combination of contracting IDF career ranks, 17,000
unprosecuted draft evaders, and escalating Haredi street mobilization rep-
resents the precise domestic friction Iran calculates as strategic vulnera-
bility. Likely escalation trend.
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Analysis Conclusion
§ EVERAL hard distinctions clarify emerging trajectories:
a

za: Hamas attempts converting UNSC 2803 into a process-focused agreement—

“lots of process,” zero enforcement. The organization pursues reconstruction
funding, complete IDF withdrawal, and a “political body” it dominates while
retaining armed forces and expanding popularity. The single constraint on
this script remains the IDF’s operational presence: intercepting infiltrators,
destroying tunnels, maintaining civilian logistics through unprecedented air-
lift operations. Until entities besides Israel physically disarm Hamas opera-
tives, diplomatic language merely masks enforcement evasion.

Lebanon and Syria: The strike map expanded from “occasional precision
operations” to continuous patterns—Hamas infrastructure in Ain al-Hilweh,
Hezbollah rebuilders and spotters across multiple southern villages, broader
operational waves following civilian evacuation warnings. American quiet
punishment of Lebanese Army inaction coincides with Western corporate
gas development commitments to Damascus. This window permits either
immediate execution of the brief air campaign military leaders recommend,
or cyclical return to underground rocket infrastructure and stability lectures.

Domestic Sustainability: The Syrian smuggling ring featuring five soldiers in
custody, 600 career officer resignation requests, 17,000 unprosecuted draft
evaders, and High Court mandates finally stating what uniformed person-
nel have emphasized for two years—enforce Haredi exemption law or cease
claiming citizen-army status. Simultaneously, the government attempts con-
structing its own October 7 investigation committee while its Sde Teiman
oversight appointment faces immediate scrutiny. Accountability and man-
power staffing constitute prerequisites for sustaining every operational ele-
ment described throughout this briefing.

The approaching days will reveal three determinations: American readiness
to treat Hamas as defeated enemy rather than difficult negotiating partner;
IDF authorization to complete northern operations before 60-day diplomatic
deadlines close the window; and governmental willingness to confront its
constituency with the declaration “Service applies to everyone” while enforc-
ing that statement through legal consequences rather than opinion articles.
Until these answers clarify, the operating principle unchanged since October
7 remains: Israel generates operational reality, and external actors process
press releases describing those realities.

By Uri Zehavi - Intelligence Editor With Modi Zehavi - Data + Research Analyst

mitzpe.org M © 2025 Mitzpe Institute



Israel Brief READER Mitzpe Institute

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Uriel Zehavi

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - MITZPE INSTITUTE

Uriel Zehavi is the executive director of Mitzpe Institute,
where he writes the daily Israel Brief and co-directs its
Institutional Intelligence practice with Modi Zehavi. He is the
author of four books from Mitzpe Press and advises Israeli
and allied clients on strategic communications for Western
audiences.

ABOUT MITZPE INSTITUTE

Mitzpe Institute is an intelligence and strategy organization focused on Israeli secu-
rity, diaspora threat assessment, and the strategic challenges confronting the Jew-
ish people and the West. We produce daily intelligence, forensic analyses, strategic
assessments, and tactical briefings read by policymakers, military leaders, and insti-
tutional decision-makers across more than 90 countries and all 50 US states — from
the Knesset and the US Congress to allied governments, major policy institutions,
and Jewish organizational leadership worldwide.

PASSED ALONG TO YOU?

The daily Israel Brief is free at mitzpe.org. The operational layer — Closed Dossiers,
Vantage, and Watchwords — is members-only. Become a member, gift a member-
ship, or book a briefing at mitzpe.org.

Reader Edition - Free to share with attribution to Mitzpe Institute.

mitzpe.org 12 © 2025 Mitzpe Institute



	Flash Brief
	The War Today
	Hamas Courts Washington as It Rebuilds Under Israel's Guns
	Israel Expands Strike Envelope in Lebanon as Smuggling War Erupts on Syrian Border

	Inside Israel
	Courts Order Enforcement as the Army Hemorrhages Officers
	Accountability Wars: Sde Teiman, Oct 7, and a Government in Its Own Mirror
	Jerusalem Moves East as Judea–Samaria Ignites

	Israel and the World
	Nuclear Obstruction Meets Israeli Export Acceleration
	Saudi Jets, Thin Conditions, and a UAE Warning Label
	Where Europe Protects Jews—and Where It Doesn't

	Briefly Noted
	Developments to Watch
	Analysis Conclusion

