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THE BOTTOM LINE Iran’s rulers are gambling that exhaustion abroad
and diplomacy-by-delay will protect their rebuild. The talk of “civil-
ian medicine” fronts a phased rearmament plan—air defense, restock
missiles, and restart enrichment once eyes drift elsewhere. The June
strikes bought time, not victory: many scientists remain and Russia is a
partner again. Tehran now probes how far it can go under Trump’s watch,
convinced it has mapped his limits—and, with help from Moscow and
Beijing, will try to tilt the next election to preserve them. Deterrence must
stay active: track, expose, and disrupt each round of rebuilding before Iran
decides the world is too tired to notice.
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NY calm is currently cosmetic and coincidental. In Gaza, Hamas trades
A corpses for corridors while armed men roam inside the Yellow Line.
Up north, Israel accelerates attrition as Washington signals the window is
closing on Hezbollah’s rearmament. At home, the state tightens discipline
even as legal scandals and a mass corruption case test authority. Here’s the
map before the noise:
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Flash Brief

Gaza: Three fallen soldiers’ bodies
returned; Hamas demands exit
lanes for trapped gunmen near
Rafah. See The War Today.

Shejaiya: Footage shows armed
Hamas inside IDF-held Yellow Line;
Israel reviews escort protocols and
ROE. See The War Today.

Lebanon: IAF kills Radwan logistics
lead; enforcement ramp readied
against Beqaa rebuild nodes and
southern networks. See
Developments to Watch.

US to Beirut/Tehran: “Time
running out” to curb Hezbollah;
Israeli warnings include potential

strikes in Dahiyeh. See Developments
to Watch.

« Axis threat: Iran-backed Iraqi

militias eye missile/drone salvos
and ground pushes via Syria toward
Israel-Jordan. See Developments to
Watch.

Inside Israel: Lahav-433 arrests
Histadrut chief in sprawling graft
probe; death-penalty bill advances
to first reading. See Inside Israel.
IDF counter-intel: Army pulls ~700
Chinese smart cars over sensor
risks; base perimeters hardened
against foreign tech. See Inside
Israel.

The War Today
Gaza: Hamas Continues to Use the Dead to Bargain for Killers’ Escape

Israel confirmed the return of the bodies of Lt. Col. Asaf Hamami, z”1, Capt. Omer
Neutra, z”1, and Sgt. Oz Daniel, z’1—three IDF soldiers murdered on October
7 and held in Gaza for over two years. The transfer, executed through Red
Cross “mediation,” followed Hamas’s announcement that it had “found” the
bodies in tunnels near Rafah. Within hours, intelligence revealed the move
coincided with Hamas’s demand that Israel permit roughly 200 armed oper-
atives trapped in the same area to evacuate safely under Red Cross escort—
a scheme Israel rejected as a transparent attempt to extract fighters under
humanitarian cover. New Al Arabiya footage showed Hamas gunmen moving
freely and armed inside Shejaiya, an IDF-controlled “Yellow Line” zone, rais-
ing hard questions about security coordination and the limits of the ceasefire.
Prime Minister Netanyahu told his cabinet that Hamas pockets in Rafah and
Khan Yunis “will be eliminated,” vowing to complete the clearance while
rejecting any notion that Israel must seek U.S. permission to strike. Hours
later, the IDF killed a terrorist who crossed the Yellow Line toward Israeli
troops. Mediator talks to ‘rescue’ trapped Hamas fighters from collapsed tun-
nels inside the Yellow Line are being floated; Israel views this as a red line
and will likely shut lanes or apply coercive levers if pressed.
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ASSESSMENT

The so-called humanitarian corridor has become a getaway lane for killers, and the
Red Cross plays along out—habit? cowardice? complicity? The footage of armed Hamas
fighters strutting inside the Yellow Line exposes what “coordination” really means—
Israel cleaning up bodies while its enemies reload under the Red Cross logo. Jerusalem’s
patience is nearly spent, and rightly so. The time for diplomacy through body bags
is over. Every tunnel still holding a Hamas fighter should end the same way: with a
detonation, not a deal.

Northern Front: Israel Accelerates Attrition While Hezbollah Rebuilds

Overnight IAF strikes killed Hezbollah’s Radwan Force logistics officer and

three operatives in south Lebanon, with a separate strike eliminating four

Radwan men the night before; hundreds gathered in Nabatieh for their funer-
als as Prime Minister Netanyahu warned that Israel “will not allow Lebanon

to become a renewed front.” Defense Minister Israel Katz told Beirut to fulfill

its commitment to disarm Hezbollah or face intensified enforcement, while

Western and Israeli sources assessed the militia is rebuilding faster than the

Lebanese Army can dismantle it, despite Lebanese claims of dozens of cache

demolitions and even running out of explosives. US envoys have pressed

Beirut with threats of isolation and frozen reconstruction if disarmament

stalls; Egypt publicly backed a demand to end any Israeli presence in Lebanon,
even as Israel maintains a handful of positions and continues precision strikes
on breach sites. Leaflet drops, deep hits in the Beqaa logistics belt, and quiet

warnings—up to and including strikes in Beirut’s Dahiyeh if weapons aren’t

pulled back—signal that the “ceasefire line” is now an interdiction lane. Mean-
while, Damascus has asked Beirut to assist in the extradition of former Syrian

regime officers accused of war crimes, underscoring Lebanon’s deep entan-
glement in regional logistics and the sprawl of Iran’s proxy network.

ASSESSMENT

“Containment” continues to be a race. Hezbollah is using the lull to restock, rewire, and
recruit while the Lebanese Army plays for the optics. Washington wields leverage—cash
and cover—but Beirut isn’t delivering, and Cairo’s pressing for “no Israeli presence” only
feeds the fiction that paper arrangements equal security. Israel has moved, deliberately,
into an overt logistics-kill campaign: decapitate Radwan support, wreck corridors in
the Beqaa, harass rebuilds in the south, and message that Dahiyeh isn’t inmune. That
buys time for displaced Israelis and keeps the border short of ignition, but the margin is
razor thin. Expect higher-cadence strikes, expanded denial ops, and a public deadline
as rearmament continues. If Hezbollah manages a kidnapping of an Israeli—civilian or
IDF—or if they manage to get off a mass-rocket show, Israel will upshift from managed
attrition to a broader operation. Beirut is down to two options: remove Iran’s proxy
army (Whether in Lebanese uniforms or as members of Hezbollah) or watch Israel do it
for them.

Inside Israel
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Governance Under Strain: Corruption Sweeps, Discipline Campaigns, and
Legal Overreach

Israel’s governing machinery is tightening its grip and showing its cracks at
the same time. Police arrested Histadrut labor federation chief Arnon Bar-
David—long one of Israel’s most powerful union bosses—along with his wife
and senior officials in a two-year Lahav 433 investigation code-named “Hand
in Hand.” The elite anti-corruption unit uncovered a network linking busi-
nessmen, local mayors, and labor-committee heads in a pay-to-play system
of kickbacks, ghost jobs, and rigged appointments in public companies such
as Israel Railways and KKL. Roughly 350 suspects are being questioned. Po-
lice say the case exposes “one of the most serious corruption schemes in
years,” and prosecutors expect indictments within days. The government is
also moving to project control inside its own ranks: after only twelve of twenty-
five ministers attended last week’s cabinet meeting, Prime Minister Netanyahu
announced a “name-and-shame” policy—absent ministers will be publicly
listed on the PM’s website and temporarily barred from foreign travel.

Meanwhile, lawmakers advanced the death-penalty bill for terrorists, long
championed by National Security Minister [tamar Ben-Gvir and now formally
backed by Netanyahu. The measure mandates execution for anyone convicted
of murdering Israelis “out of national or racial hatred,” eliminating judicial
discretion and forbidding commutation. Hostage-affairs coordinator Gal Hirsch,
who had previously opposed the move for fear of retaliation, told the Knesset

he now supports it: “Since the living hostages are home, we are in a different
reality.” Shin Bet is pushing for a confidential-review clause before sentenc-
ing, but Ben-Gvir rejects any limits: “Once you allow discretion, you harm
deterrence.” The bill’s first reading is set for Wednesday.

ASSESSMENT

The Lahav 433 probe is long-overdue disinfectant—finally cracking open the rot that
let labor bosses, politicians, and public-sector fixers treat the state as a private ATM.
The arrests will sting, but they signal a return to accountability that’s been absent
for years. Netanyahu’s public shaming of ministers may be heavy-handed, yet at least
it reasserts that government service is not optional. As for the death-penalty law, it’s
moral clarity: terrorists who murder Jews for ideology aren’t defendants seeking justice;
they are executioners who surrendered their right to live the moment they pulled their
trigger. Allowing “judicial discretion” or diplomatic loopholes only guarantees another
round of bargaining with killers—a cycle that has never saved lives, only encouraged
more murder. Israel’s enemies trade in death because they know they can snatch a few
Israelis and buy back thousands of their own. That imbalance corrodes deterrence. A
mandatory sentence ends the market. Mercy belongs to those who protect life, not to
those who mock it.

Identity Tests and Technocratic Control

Beyond the war rooms, the bureaucracy is flexing in ways that could out-
last the fighting. A Rabbinate-backed government bill would grant rabbinical
courts power to investigate the Jewish status of any Israeli—without request—
and to summon relatives for questioning. The measure overturns a 2021 High
Court ruling that banned such fishing expeditions and could create a class of
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“conditional Jews” whose citizenship and marriage rights depend on clerical
approval. Civil-rights advocates warn it would collapse the wall between civil
and religious registries and jeopardize immigration rights under the Law of
Return.

The security establishment is acting on a different threat: Chinese technol-
ogy inside the military. Under direct orders from the Chief of Staff, the IDF
is collecting roughly 700 Chinese-made officer vehicles—mostly Chery Tiggo
8s—and banning all Chinese smart cars from base perimeters after analysts
found their networked cameras, microphones, and GPS systems could trans-
mit sensitive data abroad. The ban mirrors restrictions already adopted by
the U.S. and U.K. The IDF is now mapping civilian car ownership near sensi-
tive zones to assess espionage risk.

Environmental enforcement has also gone kinetic. The Civil Administration
and the IDF Ephraim Brigade launched raids on illegal West Bank waste sites
around Deir Ballut that were generating “pirate trash fires” poisoning central
Israel’s air. More than eighty fires were extinguished and several dump trucks
seized as pollution complaints tripled to 1,800 last month. The crackdown
has triggered a turf war between the Environment and Defense ministries
over who funds cleanup, while residents from Rosh Ha’ayin to Tel Aviv report
respiratory illness and demand a national response.

At the same cabinet meeting where these measures were discussed, philan-
thropist Sylvan Adams pledged $100 million toward rebuilding Beersheba’s
Soroka Medical Center—struck by an Iranian missile in June—joining NIS 360
million in government funding for a new fortified tower. “Our answer to Iran
is to build back bigger and better,” Adams said.

ASSESSMENT

The state is expanding authority in every direction—religious, technological, environ-
mental, and infrastructural—to project competence and control. Some of it is smart
governance: securing digital supply chains, cleaning the air, and hardening hospitals
are the marks of a country preparing for a long siege. But turning rabbis into inquisitors
risks a domestic schism no missile could cause. The strategic task is to separate necessary
vigilance from bureaucratic overreach.

Ongoing: Military Justice Implodes in Public

Israel’s top military lawyer, Maj. Gen. Yifat Tomer-Yerushalmi, has been ar-
rested and resigned after admitting she personally authorized the leak of a
surveillance video showing IDF reservists abusing a Palestinian detainee at
the Sde Teiman detention base. The July 2024 footage—soldiers surround-
ing a bound prisoner with riot shields, then beating and assaulting him—
was aired by Channel 12 last year and triggered an uproar that reached The
Hague and the UN. Five reservists from “Force 100” were indicted for sexual
assault; they and their defenders claimed the clip was doctored and used to
smear combat troops. The leak investigation now shows that it came from
inside the Military Advocate General’s office itself: Tomer-Yerushalmi says
she approved it “to counter false propaganda,” while police accuse her and
former chief prosecutor Col. Matan Solomosh of obstruction and cover-up.
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After briefly disappearing and sparking a national search—her car and a note
were found by the sea—she was located alive and taken into custody.

Defense Minister Israel Katz called the episode “the worst Hasbara blow the
state has suffered.” Prime Minister Netanyahu demanded an independent
probe, saying the leak inflicted “perhaps the most severe public-relations
attack in Israel’s history.” Justice Minister Yariv Levin moved to bar Attorney-
General Gali Baharav-Miara from overseeing the case, alleging she misled
the High Court to shield allies inside the legal corps. The IDF chief and Katz
are scrambling to appoint a new Military Advocate General after potential
successors were tainted by the scandal. Right-wing factions portray Tomer-
Yerushalmi as proof of a “deep-state” legal cabal sabotaging soldiers, while
opposition leaders warn the incitement against her echoes the climate before
Rabin’s assassination. Protesters now split between those demanding justice
for detainee abuse and those demanding justice for the accused soldiers.

ASSESSMENT

This is institutional self-immolation. The Sde Teiman affair began as a moral test—
how an army fighting barbarism polices its own conduct—and ended as a war of
factions inside Israel’s legal command. The legal investigation needs transparency as
it adjudicates the authenticity of the footage and determines the full details of what
exactly was done.

Israel and the World

Tehran Rebuilds What the Bombers Broke

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian toured the Atomic Energy Organiza-
tion in Tehran and vowed to rebuild every damaged nuclear facility “with
greater strength,” rejecting U.S. and Israeli warnings against restarting en-
richment operations destroyed in June’s joint air campaign. He insisted the
program remains “for health and energy,” even as new construction appears
underway at Taleghan 2 inside the Parchin military complex—long linked
to nuclear-weapons testing. Satellite analysis shows high-bay structures be-
ing rebuilt under camouflage, suggesting Tehran is restoring capacity under
the guise of “academic research.” Brigadier Gen. (ret.) Danny Citrinowicz
warned that Iranian scientists’ surviving expertise makes reconstruction in-
evitable and that public debate inside Iran now openly questions whether
“deterrence without a bomb” is sustainable.

ASSESSMENT

Iran’s rulers are gambling that exhaustion abroad and diplomacy-by-delay will protect
their rebuild. The talk of “civilian medicine” fronts a phased rearmament plan—air
defense, restock missiles, and restart enrichment once eyes drift elsewhere. The June
strikes bought time, not victory: many scientists remain and Russia is a partner again.
Tehran now probes how far it can go under Trump’s watch, convinced it has mapped
his limits—and, with help from Moscow and Beijing, will try to tilt the next election
to preserve them. Deterrence must stay active: track, expose, and disrupt each round of
rebuilding before Iran decides the world is too tired to notice.
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Briefly Noted

Frontline & Security

+ Jerusalem Post: Two men in the UK and Australia were sentenced for at-
tempting to join jihadist groups in Syria.

+ Jerusalem Post: Nigeria rebuked U.S. President Donald Trump’s threat of
“fast” military action over Christian persecution, saying it welcomes Amer-
ican help only if its sovereignty is respected.

Diplomacy & Geopolitics

+ Times of Israel: Former UK Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn joined New York
mayoral candidate Zohran Mamdani’s campaign, prompting outrage from
Jewish leaders who cite Corbyn’s antisemitism scandals and Mamdani’s
anti-Israel record.

« Times of Israel: The Republican Jewish Coalition’s annual conference turned
inward as party leaders warned of rising antisemitism within GOP ranks
and vowed to confront far-right influences undermining Israel support.

Economy, Tech & Infrastructure

+ Times of Israel: Israel launched sweeping tax reforms to lure back high-
tech talent and foreign capital, lowering rates on investment income and
easing regulations to reignite the economy’s chief growth engine.

+ Jerusalem Post: Kaplan Medical Center performed Israel’s first donor-free
artificial cornea implant, a breakthrough by EyeYon Medical that could
end reliance on scarce donor tissue for millions facing blindness.

+ Jerusalem Post: Hebrew University scientists developed a rapid imaging
method that maps drug absorption through skin layers in minutes, revo-
lutionizing how topical medicines and cosmetics are tested for precision
and safety.

Culture, Religion & Society

« Times of Israel: The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee filed
suit against California’s new antisemitism law.

+ JNS: The U.S. National Religious Broadcasters association will hold its 2026
global summit in Jerusalem, aiming to unite Christian and Jewish media
voices against anti-Israel propaganda.

+ JNS: A Milan mural honoring Shiri Bibas and her murdered children was

defaced again, prompting condemnation from Jewish leaders who call it

a symptom of Europe’s normalized antisemitism.

Jerusalem Post: Chechnya’s top mufti accused Jews of spreading “atheism

and Satanism,” drawing outrage from Russia’s Chief Rabbi Berel Lazar,

who warned such rhetoric risks inciting violence.
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Developments to Watch

Northern Front (Lebanon / Syria)

+ US Clock on Beirut/Iran - American envoys messaged Beirut and Tehran
that “time is running out” to curb Hezbollah activity before winter, signal-
ing a short fuse for deeper Israeli denial ops if disarmament stalls. LIKELY
TO ESCALATE

+ Missiles Smuggled via Syria - Israeli intel says Hezbollah moved “hun-
dreds” of short-range rockets from Syria; Jerusalem warned that failure to
pull them back will trigger strikes in Beirut’s Dahiyeh, not just the south.
LIKELY TO ESCALATE

- Enforcement Ramp Signaled - Defense officials pre-briefed an intensified
strike cadence against Radwan logistics and rebuild nodes in the Beqaa
and south over the coming days, keeping pressure while talks meander.
LIKELY TO ESCALATE

Gaza & Southern Theater

+ Bodies-for-Access Gambit - Hamas says three more murdered hostages’
remains will be delivered tonight; expect Jerusalem to condition any han-
dover lanes on tighter control and zero movement of armed operatives.
LIKELY TO ESCALATE

+ Corridor Rules Under Review - Footage of armed Hamas inside the Yel-
low Line has triggered an immediate scrub of escort protocols, ROE, and
route sanitization for any ICRC/Egypt heavy teams operating in IDF-held
sectors.

Regional Axis (Iran, Houthis, Militias)

+ Iraqi Militias Eye Multi-Front - Assessments point to Iran-backed militias
prepping a sequence of missile/drone salvos from Iraq followed by ground
pushes via Syria toward the Israel-Jordan border; Northern Command
and Mossad are on joint watch. LIKELY TO ESCALATE

- US Warning in Baghdad - Washington privately cautioned Iraqi factions of
imminentregional operations, particularly in Syria, and urged non-involvement;
any militia defiance will widen Israel’s operating lane east of the Golan.
LIKELY TO ESCALATE

Home Front & Politics

+ Jerusalem Teen Cells Rolled Up - Police arrested 11 Issawiya minors for
Molotov and stone attacks; seizures included prepped devices and an Is-
lamic Jihad flag, pointing to organized youth crews rather than one-off
unrest.

Hamas turned the “humanitarian lane” into leverage again, and the north
inched from managed attrition toward deadline diplomacy. Expect Jerusalem
to narrow or shut recovery corridors the moment an armed operative ap-
pears, pair each body handover with a tunnel demolition, and set public
conditions for any further ICRC movement.
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On the northern border, watch for a visible step-up in Beqaa interdictions
and leaflet-backed denial ops while Washington’s private clock becomes a
public one. At home, the combination of a graft clean-out and a mandatory
death sentence for ideologically driven murder prepares the state to reclaim
their mantle of morality.

The next few days are about lanes and limits: who gets to move in Gaza, how
far Israel pushes in the Beqaa, and whether Beirut blinks before winter. If
not, Israel will force the blink.

— Uri Zehavi - Intelligence Editor With Modi Zehavi - Data + Research Analyst
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