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Sunday, November 2
Israel buries its dead, Hezbollah reloads, andHamas sells peace
at $11,000 a phone.

⋄ URIEL ZEHAVI

THE BOTTOM LINE Israel faces a dual reality: isolation in headlines, con‑
solidation in practice. Iran re‑arms and threatens; Hamas lawyers up;
Turkey serves as patron to jihadists; yet Israel expands its reach from the
Pacific to the Americas, anchoring alliances in technology, agriculture,
and shared democratic instinct. Where Tehran sells defiance, Jerusalem
exports capability. From Budapest’s solidarity summit to Bangkok’s start‑
up labs and Suva’s peacekeeping pledge, Israel’s diplomacy is moving on
multiple vectors— eastward, seaward, and upward. The task now is to
weaponize partnership as deterrence: keep building, keep teaching, and
keep reminding the West that its future security runs through Jerusalem.
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T HE ceasefire is breathing throughhabit, not trust. In Gaza,Hamas turned
hostage recovery into theater, returning false bodies—and they’re sell‑

ing top‑of‑the‑line iPhones at a price Apple couldn’t even dream of to tunnel‑
menwith stolen aidmoney. Up north, Israel’s attritionwar against Hezbollah
deepened after another logistics chief was killed, even as Egypt floated a
fantasy “three‑month pause.” At home, the Sde Teiman scandal cracked the
legal corps, Haredim threatened to paralyze Ben Gurion Airport, and the
polls turned on the coalition. The world sees calm; Israelis know themeter’s
still running.
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Flash Brief

• Netanyahu: Warned Hezbollah,
Hamas, and Iran’s Houthis that
Israel “will act as necessary” on all
fronts; ordered full elimination of
remaining Hamas cells in Rafah
and Khan Yunis.

• Gaza: Hamas returned fake bodies
of Israeli hostages and demanded
new equipment for “simultaneous
recovery.”

• CENTCOM: Released footage of
Hamas fighters stealing a
humanitarian truck in Khan Younis;
four gunmen killed after ignoring
IDF orders to withdraw.

• Lebanon: IAF strikes killed
Hezbollah logistics officer Ibrahim
Raslan; Cairo pushed a

three‑month
“ceasefire‑for‑prisoners” swap.

• Iran: Massive explosion at Shiraz
gas facility sparked speculation of
sabotage; Tehran stays silent.

• Jerusalem: Haredi factions
threaten airport blockades as
draft‑law debate postponed; police
brace for escalation.

• Kiryat Gat: U.S. Joint Chiefs toured
the Israel‑U.S. coordination hub
overseeing the ceasefire; Israel
insists sovereignty line holds.

• Home Front: Former police officer
with PTSD self‑immolated outside
the Defense Ministry rehab
director’s home, spotlighting
veterans’ neglect.

The War Today
Honor and Illusion: Israel Buries Its Dead as Hamas Feeds the Theater
Seven hundred and fifty‑five days after the October 7 massacre, Kibbutz Nir
Oz closed its circle of grief with the return of Amiram Cooper’s body, while
nearby Be’eri buried Sahar Baruch—two hostages murdered in captivity and
held as bargaining chips long after death. The handovers, mediated through
the Red Cross, came alongside Israel’s quiet return of 30 Gazans’ remains—
a symbolic transaction meant to sustain a ceasefire more ritual than real.
Within hours, Hamas sent three additional bodies that proved to be false—
not Israelis at all—amacabrebit of performanceart. PrimeMinisterNetanyahu
used Sunday’s address to collapse the illusion of calm across every front. He
warned that Israel “will not allow Lebanon to become a renewed front” as
Hezbollah tries to rebuild, and called the Iran‑backed Houthis “a very se‑
rious threat” to be “removed as necessary.” In Gaza, he said Hamas “pock‑
ets remain” in Rafah and Khan Yunis and vowed their systematic elimina‑
tion. The remarks landed as Qatari media claimed Hamas and Red Cross
teams “found three hostage bodies” in Shejaiya—still inside IDF‑controlled
territory—evidence that the theater of recovery continues even under Israeli
watch. InTelAviv, formerhostageBarKupershteinwrapped tefillin inHostages
Square—a survivorpraying for the 11whosebodies still lie inGaza—and thanked
God “for life over death.”
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Far from those prayers, CENTCOM posted drone footage of Hamas fighters
hijacking an aid truck from its driver in Khan Younis—proof that the “hu‑
manitarian corridor” remains a playpen for bandits. Though, Hamas (not
known for honestly) makes the dubious claim that the footage is a “baseless
cover up.” The U.S.‑Israeli command hub in Kiryat Gat verified the footage,
while the IDF enforced a deadline for Hamas operatives to vacate its side
of the Yellow Line; four Gazan gunmen were killed after refusing to with‑
draw. In Gaza, that illusion now markets itself: restaurants reopened under
Hamas protection, and tunnel‑emerging operatives were filmed buying the
new iPhone 17 Pro Max for $11,000 apiece—a black‑market indulgence paid
for by aid and fear, proof that the ceasefire’s spoils flow first to the men who
caused the ruin.

ASSESSMENT
Hamas still controls the tempo—handing bodies like ransom notes, fabricating others
to test Israel. The Red Cross and mediators remain props in a production whose script
is spattered with blood. Inside Israel, the reckoning runs parallel: Netanyahu called the
Sde Teiman leak “perhaps the worst Hasbara blow the state has suffered,” demanding
accountability to preserve Israel’s moral footing while fighting enemies who trade in
deception. Washington’s eyes in the sky now record what its diplomats still refuse to
name—Hamas turns ceasefire into camouflage and aid into currency, while Israel fights
to stay human under fire.

Northern Front Hardens: Talks Stall, UNIFIL Frays, Attrition Grows
Israel accelerated precision strikes in southern Lebanon, killing a Radwan‑
Force logistics officer and three operatives rebuilding Hezbollah infrastruc‑
ture, as Defense Minister Israel Katz warned Beirut that “maximum enforce‑
ment will continue and even intensify.” Last week, a French UNIFIL unit
shot down an Israeli reconnaissance drone near Kila, drawing IDF criticism
that the mission is acting “suspiciously” and outside its mandate. Beirut told
intermediaries it is ready for negotiations and reportedly approved a US plan
to seat Lebanese civilians in talks, yet also accused Israel of “intensifying”
attacks in response; US envoy Tom Barrack put hard numbers to the risk—
~40,000 Hezbollah fighters and 15–20k rockets remain—and urged faster dis‑
armament. With Israel holding a handful of positions in the south under the
2024 ceasefire framework while striking violators, and reports of renewed
Hezbollah rearmament through Syria and seaports, the theater is drifting
toward a managed escalation—a long haul, not a quick fix.

ASSESSMENT
Israel is moving from episodic interdiction to a sustained logistics‑kill campaign while
UNIFIL’s credibility erodes and Beirut hedges on everything. Expect deeper strikes
on supply nodes in the Beqaa and south, limited ground “touches” to collapse dual‑
use command sites, and sharper public demands that Lebanon show measurable
disarmament or accept expanded Israeli freedom of action. The biggest current risk:
a Hezbollah prestige move—especially a kidnap attempt, which we have seen evidence
that they are training for—would kickstart a fully open conflict. Washington’s leverage
matters only if it pairs mediation with penalties for non‑compliance; otherwise the
border becomes another curated volatility under a UN camera. The north will be held
by attrition, not announcements—until someone decides the clock has run out.
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Inside Israel
Fracture Lines: Faith and Law Collide
Jerusalemspent theweekend reliving its past andfighting its present. 150,000
filled Rabin Square tomourn the assassination of a primeminister who once
preached peace through responsibility. Thirty years later, that same word—
responsibility—hangs over every fault line in the country. At one end of the
spectrum, nearly 300,000 Haredim jammed Jerusalem’s western entrance to
protest the draft, in defiance of the Court’s ruling that Torah study alone
cannot exempt an entire population. At the other, hostage families and re‑
leased captives demanded a state inquiry and the return of the eleven mur‑
dered still held in Gaza. Meanwhile, the government’s own legal institutions
cracked: Justice Minister Yariv Levin barred Attorney General Gali Baharav‑
Miara from probing the Sde Teiman leak after outgoing Military Advocate
Yifat Tomer‑Yerushalmi admitted to releasing the abuse video herself—a con‑
fession now compounded by claims of falsified affidavits and obstruction
inside the MAG corps. Outside Jerusalem, Regavim petitioned the courts to
stop a massive illegal high‑rise in Walaja, warning it eclipses the Holyland
scandal and erodes sovereignty meters from Har Gilo. The weekend’s chaos
reached the highways too: a police chase in Wadi Ara ended with a truck
driver shot after ramming cars and officers. And polls show the opposition
clearing a 61‑seat majority for the first time since the war began—a sign that
Israelis are demanding accountability over slogans, and that even loyalists
are tiring of the chaos marketed as leadership.

ASSESSMENT
The state is wrestling three insurgencies at once: ideological (a draft crisis dressed as
faith), institutional (a justice system bleeding credibility), and historical (a memory
war over Rabin, responsibility, and what Zionism means when the guns fall quiet).
Haredi rabbis invoke Torah as shield; protesters quote Rabin as conscience; ministers
wield law as weapon. The coming months will require measured tailoring of that civic
fabric. A democracy that cannot enforce equality before the law, or equality in defense,
risks replacing shared burden with permanent grievance.

Israel and the World
Israel Rebuilds Alliances as Adversaries Rebrand
While Iran’s foreign minister boasted that Tehran “cannot stop uranium en‑
richment” andwarned Israel of “dire consequences” for future strikes, Jerusalem
spent the weekend proving it still has friends who prefer cooperation to con‑
frontation. In Fiji, Deputy ForeignMinister SharrenHaskel secured new agri‑
cultural andcyber accords andfloatedFijianpeacekeepers for post‑warGaza—
aquiet but potent sign that Pacificdemocracies remainfirmly in Israel’s camp.
In Bangkok, Thailand’s ambassador hailed bilateral trade, start‑up, and de‑
fense ties as “mutually beneficial,”—a strong statement that the countries’

mitzpe.org 5 © 2025 Mitzpe Institute



Israel Brief READER Mitzpe Institute

friendships last even after Hamas’s brutal massacre of 39 Thai nationals on
October 7. And in Europe, Hungary’s leadership framed its unwavering sup‑
port asmoral self‑defense, with KnessetmemberOhad Tal telling a Budapest
summit that “Israel’s fight is the West’s fight,” a stand that has given back‑
bone to allies too timid to say so aloud. Across the Atlantic, Strategic Affairs
Minister Ron Dermer told the Republican Jewish Coalition that Israel, not
Europe, is “America’smost important ally for the next half‑century,” citing its
unmatched intelligence, cyber, andweapons capacity. And in amiddle finger
to Bogotá’, twenty Colombian social‑media influencers defied their own gov‑
ernment’s hostility to visit Israel and show “the real country” to millions of
followers. In the Gulf, Qatari dissident Khalid al‑Hail declared his country’s
regime “on the verge of collapse,” accusing Doha of hiding behind the Mus‑
lim Brotherhood it bankrolls—proof that even among its neighbors, Qatar’s
influence is rotting from within. Meanwhile, Turkey hosted Hamas leaders
ahead of a so‑called guarantors’ meeting in Istanbul and Australia faced the
absurdity of Hamas suing to overturn its own terror designation on “human‑
rights” grounds.

ASSESSMENT
Israel faces a dual reality: isolation in headlines, consolidation in practice. Iran re‑
arms and threatens; Hamas lawyers up; Turkey serves as patron to jihadists; yet
Israel expands its reach from the Pacific to the Americas, anchoring alliances in
technology, agriculture, and shared democratic instinct. Where Tehran sells defiance,
Jerusalem exports capability. From Budapest’s solidarity summit to Bangkok’s start‑
up labs and Suva’s peacekeeping pledge, Israel’s diplomacy is moving on multiple
vectors— eastward, seaward, and upward. The task now is to weaponize partnership
as deterrence: keep building, keep teaching, and keep reminding the West that its future
security runs through Jerusalem.

Briefly Noted
Frontline & Security
• FBI Terror Thwarted – The FBI thwarted an Islamist terror plot in Dear‑
born, Michigan over Halloween weekend, arresting multiple suspects be‑
fore they could carry out the attack.

• Harvard Medical School Blast – The FBI is investigating an intentional
explosion at Harvard Medical School after two suspects were caught on
CCTV fleeing the scene; no injuries were reported.

• LivestreamedThreatsArrest –Police arrested aRamlamanafterhe livestreamed
threats to carry out a terrorist attack; during his arrest, he allegedly sicced
a dog on officers, who shot the animal in self‑defense. The Shin Bet has
joined the investigation.

• Teen Hamas Spy – A 14‑year‑old Israeli Arab from Jaffa was arrested for
spying for Hamas and ISIS, sending videos of Israeli security sites and
attempting to build explosives; investigators found extensive digital evi‑
dence on his phone.
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• JNIM in Nigeria – Al‑Qaeda affiliate JNIM claimed its first attack in Nige‑
ria, killing a soldier and stealing ammunition—a sign that global jihadist
networks are expanding again across Africa.

Diplomacy & Geopolitics
• Qatari Dissident Warning – Qatari dissident Khalid al‑Hail warned the
Doha regime is “on the verge of collapse” and accused it of covertly in‑
fluencing Israeli media, including through PR firms aligned with Haaretz.

• PAPay‑for‑Slay Continues –Despite EU claims to the contrary, Palestinian
Media Watch confirmed that the PA continues its “Pay‑for‑Slay” stipends
to terrorists via post offices—funded indirectly by European aid.

Culture, Religion & Society
• NYC Campaign Ad – Far‑left New York mayoral candidate Zohran Mam‑
dani released a campaign ad in Arabic filmed beside a PLO flag—proof
that antisemitism in politics now doubles as branding.

• TFL Staff Incident – A Transport for London supervisor wearing a “Pales‑
tine Solidarity” badge told apassenger there shouldbe “morepro‑Palestine
graffiti,” prompting an internal disciplinary probe.

• Caribbean Relief Efforts – World Jewish Relief launched a £250,000 emer‑
gency appeal to aid 10,000 survivors ofHurricaneMelissa inHaiti, Jamaica,
and Cuba, providing shelter, food, and medical support.

• Chabad in Jamaica – Chabad of Jamaica has become a lifeline amid the
island’s hurricane devastation, distributing aid flown in from Florida and
hosting stranded locals and tourists for Shabbat.

Developments to Watch
Northern Front (Lebanon / Syria)
• Netanyahu Warns Hezbollah Directly – The Prime Minister vowed Israel
“will not allow Lebanon to become a renewed front,” signaling authoriza‑
tion for continued strikes and expanded denial ops.LIKELYTOESCALATE

• Leaflet Psyops in the South – The IDF dropped warning leaflets across
Nabatiyeh and adjoining villages as precision strikes continue, signaling
groundwork for wider denial ops. LIKELY TO ESCALATE

• BroaderHezbollahOperationFloated – Senior Israeli officials indicate the
IDF will recommend authorizing a wider campaign to degrade Radwan
logistics and rearmament lines if Beirut continues to stall ondisarmament.
LIKELY TO ESCALATE

• Egyptian Ceasefire Proposal – Cairo is pushing a three‑month pause with
Hezbollah pulling south of the Litani in exchange for Lebanese prisoner
releases; the offer tests whether Beirut can deliver anything enforceable
on the ground.
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Gaza & Southern Theater
• Smuggling Drone Intercepted – Observation posts downed a quadcopter
bearing firearms.

• Hamas Demands Recovery ‘Surge’ – Hamas is pressingmediators and the
Red Cross to provide heavy equipment and manpower for “simultaneous”
body digs, a leverage ploy.

• Shejaiya Body Search Underway – Hamas and Red Cross teams claim to
have located three hostage bodies inside the IDF‑controlled Shejaiya sec‑
tor; Israeli forensics preparing for possible handover. LIKELY TO ESCA‑
LATE

Regional Axis (Iran, Houthis, Militias)
• Netanyahu Targets Houthi Threat – Following new intelligence onHouthi
missile and drone activity, Israel pledged to “remove the threat” to ship‑
ping and central Israel if required. LIKELY TO ESCALATE

• Shiraz Energy Blast – Large explosions and fire at an Iranian gas facil‑
ity in Shiraz could tighten domestic pressure on Tehran’s energy logistics
and raises questions about industrial security (amid wider sabotage fears).
LIKELY TO ESCALATE

• Damascus Tilts Westward – U.S. envoys say Syria’s Sharaa will join a U.S.‑
led regional alignment and visit theWhiteHouse, a diplomatic pivot that—
if real—if sustained, it marks the sharpest Syrian break from Iran in a
decade (though it comes with its own jihadist baggage).

Diplomatic & Legal
• Amman Rejects Western Boots – Jordan publicly ruled out any Western
force administering Gaza and pitched a Jordan‑Egypt track to train a Pales‑
tinianpolice cadre, shaping theday‑afterdebate around regional—notNATO—
faces.

Home Front & Politics
• Ben Gurion Disruption Threat – Haredi factions are threatening mass ac‑
tions at the airport as the draft bill timeline slips; police contingency plans
include terminal access limits and additional checkpoints. LIKELY TO ES‑
CALATE

• Flights Resume, Nerves Ease – ITA is restarting service to Israel, amodest
vote of confidence in aviation security that may nudge other European
carriers to follow.
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Closing

IſRAEL’ſ enemies are trading on delay. Hamas wraps deceit in ritual, Hezbol‑
lah rebuilds beneath diplomacy, and Tehran tests how long the West will
confuse patience with paralysis.

At home, the country’s immune system—faith, law, duty—is inflamed but still
functioning.

The coming days will hinge on thresholds: how much humiliation Israel tol‑
erates before force resets deterrence, andwhether politics can steady before
the next breach. Netanyahu’s vow to act “on every front” is not rhetoric—it’s
the shape of the week ahead.

mitzpe.org 9 © 2025 Mitzpe Institute



Israel Brief READER Mitzpe Institute

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Uriel Zehavi
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR · MITZPE INSTITUTE

Uriel Zehavi is the executive director of Mitzpe Institute,
where he writes the daily Israel Brief and co‑directs its
Institutional Intelligence practice withModi Zehavi. He is the
author of four books from Mitzpe Press and advises Israeli
and allied clients on strategic communications for Western
audiences.

ABOUT MITZPE INSTITUTE

Mitzpe Institute is an intelligence and strategy organization focused on Israeli secu‑
rity, diaspora threat assessment, and the strategic challenges confronting the Jew‑
ish people and the West. We produce daily intelligence, forensic analyses, strategic
assessments, and tactical briefings read by policymakers,military leaders, and insti‑
tutional decision‑makers across more than 90 countries and all 50 US states — from
the Knesset and the US Congress to allied governments, major policy institutions,
and Jewish organizational leadership worldwide.

PASSED ALONG TO YOU?

The daily Israel Brief is free at mitzpe.org. The operational layer — Closed Dossiers,
Vantage, and Watchwords — is members‑only. Become a member, gift a member‑
ship, or book a briefing at mitzpe.org.

Reader Edition · Free to share with attribution to Mitzpe Institute.

mitzpe.org 10 © 2025 Mitzpe Institute


	Flash Brief
	The War Today
	Honor and Illusion: Israel Buries Its Dead as Hamas Feeds the Theater
	Northern Front Hardens: Talks Stall, UNIFIL Frays, Attrition Grows

	Inside Israel
	Fracture Lines: Faith and Law Collide

	Israel and the World
	Israel Rebuilds Alliances as Adversaries Rebrand

	Briefly Noted
	Frontline & Security
	Diplomacy & Geopolitics
	Culture, Religion & Society

	Developments to Watch
	Northern Front (Lebanon / Syria)
	Gaza & Southern Theater
	Regional Axis (Iran, Houthis, Militias)
	Diplomatic & Legal
	Home Front & Politics

	Closing

